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6th August 2020 

 
 

Dear Parents/Carers  
 
Return to the Primary – Wednesday 12th August 2012 
 
We hope you have had a relaxing summer holiday.  We are really looking forward to welcoming the 
children back to school next week.   
 
The information you need for your child returning to school next week is included in this letter.  The draft 
risk assessment will be available on the school website soon and the key points for pupils version of the 
risk assessment is also available within the main communication document. 
 
Key points 

 
 School will be reopening fully with all pupils attending school every day. 

 Primary-aged children do not have to stay socially distanced from other primary-aged children. 
 2m social distancing will be maintained where possible between adults, and between adults and 

children.   
 PPE will be worn in certain situations, for example first aid. 
 Consistent groupings will be maintained where possible. 

 Enhanced hygiene routines will be occurring.   
 All children will be involved in discussing and developing routines for their classroom.   

 
Maintaining consistent groupings 

 
 Movement around the primary school will be minimised wherever possible, with pupils staying in their 

class groupings and mainly using their own classroom, and the outside space. 
 Where possible, movement of staff between classrooms will be minimised. 
 
Drop off and pick up 
 
 With the exception of P1 parents/carers, unfortunately parents/carers are unable to accompany their 

children into the school grounds.  We look forward to welcoming you into the school grounds as soon 
as we are able to do so safely. 

 Please maintain 2m social distancing from children and adults from other families. 
 A soft start and staggered finish times will allow children to enter and leave the primary school in a 

calm manner, and stay within their class grouping.   
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Start of the day 
 
 We will be operating a soft start initially to help maintain social distancing between adults dropping 

children off.  This means that you can drop your child off anytime between 9.10am and 9.25am.  We 
will review the soft start regularly.  The primary school gate will be opened at 9.05am.  Please do not 
drop off your child at school before this time as there will be no supervision outside the school 
grounds.  P1 parents/carers are welcome to come into the playground. 

 Your child will go to their classroom door on arrival at school and line up if there is a queue for hand 
washing.   

 
Hometime 
 
 As not all parents/carers are able to enter the school grounds and collect the children from the 

classroom as normal, there will be staggered finish time to ensure younger children are safely handed 
over to their responsible adult.  Please note the new staggered finish times. 

 
2.50pm:  P1 children collected from the P1 classroom door in the playground. 
3.00pm:  P2 children collected from their teacher at the school gate. 
3.05pm:  P3 children collected from their teacher at the school gate. 
3.10pm:  P4 – P7 children leave school by the school gate. 

 
We apologise that this will cause you some inconvenience when picking up siblings.  

 
 If you are late for any reason, please collect your child from the school office.  Please contact the 

office to let us know if you are going to be late. 
  

Playtimes 
 
 The playground will be zoned and playtimes will be staggered to make sure that all the children have 

the space they need to have fun and stay safe.  Clear playground markings will help children to 
understand where the zones are. 

 There will an additional short health and wellbeing break in the afternoon to ensure that the children 
have ample opportunity to play, reconnect with their peers, and have plenty of physical activity and 
fresh air during the day. 
 

Lunchtime 
 

 Your child will eat their lunch in their classroom.   
 For the first two weeks your child will receive a cold option lunch. Lunch choices will be reviewed 

regularly and hot options introduced.   
 If your child pays for school lunches then please send lunch money in an envelope clearly marked with 

your child’s name and class, and the days the lunch money is for. If possible, exact change would be 
appreciated.   

 Your child may bring a packed lunch. 
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Enhanced hygiene routines 

 
 The children will wash their hands frequently throughout the day for 20 seconds, and always as they 

enter/leave the building, before/after eating and after using the toilet. 
 Additional regular cleaning will take place throughout the day. 
 The children will wash their hands with soap and warm water.   
 Cleaning wipes will be used to wipe down equipment before and after use, for example, computers.   
 Clear and child-friendly signage will be in place to help everyone understand how to stay safe. 

 
Uniform 

 
 Your child should wear their school uniform as usual.   
 We understand that it may have been more difficult to source school uniform this year for a number of 

reasons. Please contact the school office before Wednesday 12th August if you have any concerns 
related to school uniform.   

 More information about school clothing grants and eligibility can be found here: 
  

https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/15246/School-clothing-grants 

 
 There will be no PE lessons the first week back.  Your child’s class teacher will inform you of the days 

your child has PE, beginning the week of 17th August.   
 Your child will not get changed for PE at the moment.  Instead, on PE days please can your child come 

to school wearing their school jumper, a plain t-shirt, plain shorts/leggings/joggers and trainers.  
Children in P4 – 7 can bring an extra t-shirt in case they need to change after PE.  Initially, to comply 
with Scottish Government guidelines, PE will take place outside so please ensure your child is dressed 
appropriately for the weather.  We will review when to restart getting changed for PE regularly.   

 The advice about personal hygiene and washing of uniform is to carry on as normal. 
 
Please see the attached list of FAQs for further information.  If you have any questions please get in touch 
with the school office. 
 
The situation keeps evolving and all the advice and guidelines will be considered as they are issued.  The 
arrangements in this letter are all provisional upon the advice and guidelines issued to date and may 
change. 

 
Thank you for your continued support.  We are looking forward to welcoming your child back and to a 
busy, successful and enjoyable new school year for all our pupils. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

Mr B Graham 
Headteacher 
 

https://www.dumgal.gov.uk/article/15246/School-clothing-grants
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FAQs 
 

What does my child need to 
bring to school? 
 

Your child will need to bring a healthy snack and a water bottle in a 
bag.  Your child may bring a healthy snack for both the morning break 
and the additional health and wellbeing break in the afternoon.  They 
may need to bring a sun hat with them too.   
 
Scottish Government guidance states that we are trying to minimise the 
number of items brought into school from home.   
 
All children will be provided with an individual set of essential stationery 
in a poly pocket to cut down on the sharing of resources in class.  
Please do not bring pencil cases from home at this time. 

Will my child be able to bring a 
reading book home? 
 

Yes, your child will be able to take reading books home.  Reading books 
will need to be quarantined for 72 hours in school before they are 
redistributed to other children.  Your child’s class teacher will let you 
know the arrangements for taking reading books home. 

Will my child get homework? 
 

Your child, if appropriate, will receive maths and literacy homework on 
alternate weeks.  Again, this is to ensure that the books can be handled 
safely by everyone with the 72-hour quarantine.   
Please note that homework will not be set for the first two full weeks of 
school. 

My child is feeling anxious 
about returning to school, 
what can I do to help them? 
 

Please share some of the back to school resources on the school 
website with your child.   
 
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-at-home/covid19/my-
child-is-anxious-about-returning-to-school/ 
 
Here you will find social stories about returning to school, and 
suggestions for familiarisation activities you can do together at home 
this week, for example walking to school, getting up and going to bed 
at the times needed for school etc.  
 
The ParentClub website also has a lot of helpful information about 
returning to school. 
 
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/startback?age=0 
 
When your child does return to school next Wednesday, staff and your 
child’s friends will help them to get settled in and feel comfortable 
being back at school.  The aim of the first week is very much for 
children to resettle, reconnect, develop some new routines and have 
fun.  As always, school staff will be using positive and nurturing 
approaches to help your child.  

  

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-at-home/covid19/my-child-is-anxious-about-returning-to-school/
https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/learning-at-home/covid19/my-child-is-anxious-about-returning-to-school/
https://www.parentclub.scot/topics/coronavirus/startback?age=0
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How will I know what my child 
is learning?   
 

Information about what your child will be learning will be sent home 
very shortly into the new term.  All schools will be balancing supporting 
the social and emotional needs of children with efforts to refocus on the 
literacy and numeracy areas of the curriculum in particular.  

How do I get in touch with my 
child’s teacher?   
 

Please either contact your child’s teacher directly through ClassDojo or 
if you would like to speak to them over the phone please make an 
appointment to do this by contacting the School Office.   
 
At the moment we are trying to minimise the number of visitors to the 
school and we will be speaking on the telephone where possible. Face 
to face meetings will be arranged if needed. 
 
Please could P1 parents note that Miss Purves will not be able to talk at 
any length to parents/carers at home time as she will be ensuring that 
all the children are safely collected by their parents/carers and that the 
playground is clear by the time the P2 children are leaving.  If you 
would like to talk with Miss Purves please get in touch by telephone.  
Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Depute Head Teachers can also be contacted through the school office. 
 

I am very anxious about my 
child returning to school, what 
if I am unsure about my child 
attending school? 
 

It is important that all children are able to see their friends, and have 
social contact, and benefit from the learning, care and support that 
school provides.  Reconnecting with their friends and returning to more 
usual routines will be important and reassuring to your child.   
 
If you are feeling very anxious, please get in touch with school as soon 
as possible and we will listen to your concerns, seek to reassure you, 
and do our best to support you to enable your child to attend school. 
 

I am worried that I won’t know 
what is happening in school 
because there may not be an 
open afternoon or other 
opportunities to visit the 
school in the near future.  How 
do I stay connected and 
involved? 
 

We are looking at how best we can keep you informed and involved 
with your child’s experience of school.  We will be in touch shortly with 
some of the ways we are planning to do this.   
 
If you have any ideas or thoughts about this we would really like to 
hear your views.  Please get in touch via the school office.   
 

What if the Covid-19 situation 
worsens?   

 

The blended learning plan, 2 days in school and 3 days of home/flexible 
learning, remains a contingency should it be needed in the future.  

 


