
 

  

 

Wallace Hall Academy 
assessment plans 
This document contains the assessment plans for each of the subjects and levels delivered at Wallace Hall 
Academy. Every effort has been made to ensure they are as accurate as possible to give parents and pupils a 
clear idea of how the upcoming assessments will inform provisional estimate grades. It should be noted that all 
of the information is subject to change as assessments may not perform as expected or the SQA may update its 
guidance. This may mean grade boundaries, weightings or the assessments used may change. Where this is the 
case changes will be made in a way which assures that the provisional estimate grades we generate will be both 
robust and fair. Where it is stated that feedback will not be shared, this is to aid the security of assessments 
which may be used with more than one class. Subjects are listed in alphabetical order. 



Assessment in Administration & IT 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is the case 

the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, certain assessment pieces may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy 

or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Admin & IT 
 

National 5 
 

End of unit closed book assessments on IT 
Solutions for Administrators, 
Communication and Administrative 
Theory and Practice. 

Already completed. Feedback and next steps have been shared 
with pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

60 minute Assignment practice paper 
contributing 25 marks out of 50 marks. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 40% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

60 minute Question Paper practice paper 
contributing 25 marks out of 50 marks. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

180 minute Assignment paper 
contributing 70 marks out of 110 marks. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 
sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 60% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

90 minute Question paper contributing 
40 marks out of 110 marks. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Admin & IT 
 

Higher 
 

End of unit closed book assessments on IT 
Solutions for Administrators, 
Communication and Administrative 
Theory and Practice. 

Already completed. Feedback and next steps have been shared 
with pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minute Assignment practice paper 
contributing 52 marks out of 94. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 40% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

75 minute Question Paper practice paper 
contributing 42 marks out of 94. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

105 minute Assignment paper 
contributing 60 marks out of 110. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in two sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 60% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

90 minute Question Paper contributing 
50 marks out of 110. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 



Assessment in Art and Design 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and 

where this is the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, certain assessment pieces may not perform as 

expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Art and 
Design 

National 5 

60 minute written assessment covering 
the whole critical course. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

60 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window.  

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Design and Expressive folios assessed During four week assessment 
window. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

The Design folio will contribute 40% 
towards the final provisional estimate 
grade. 
The Expressive folio will contribute 40% 
towards the final provisional estimate 
grade 

Art and 
Design 

Higher 

75 minute written assessment covering 
the whole critical course. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

75 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window.  

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 23% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Design and Expressive folios assessed During four week assessment 
window. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

The Design folio will contribute 38.5% 
towards the final provisional estimate 
grade. 
The Expressive folio will contribute 
38.5% towards the final provisional 
estimate grade 

Art and 
Design 

Advanced 
Higher 

Expressive folios will be assessed including 
contextual essay and evaluation.  

During four week assessment 
window. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

The Expressive folio is made up of  
Practical folio – 64% towards the final 
provision estimate grade 
Contextual Essay – 30% towards the final 
provision estimate grade 
Evaluation – 6% towards the final 
provision estimate grade 



 

Assessment in Biology 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and 

where this is the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, certain assessment pieces may not perform as 

expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Biology National 5 

75 minute end of Unit assessment on Cell 
Biology  
 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minute written assessment on Unit 1: 
Cell Biology, Unit 3: Life on Earth and part 
of Unit 2: Multicellular Organisms 
 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Detailed feedback will be given to in order 
to focus on next steps, advancing their 
learning 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

150 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 75 min 
sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 80% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Biology Higher 

70 minute end of Unit assessment on DNA 
and the Genome and 75 minute end of 
Unit assessment on Metabolism and 
Survival. 
 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

100 minute written assessment covering 
all 3 units.  
 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

180 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 90 min 
papers. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 80% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Biology 
Advanced 
Higher 

30 minute end of Unit assessment on 
Investigative Biology and 45 minute end of 
Unit assessment on Cells and Proteins. 
 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 
 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 30% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

150 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 
papers: paper 1 – 90 min and 
paper 2 – 60 min. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 70% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 



 

Assessment in Business Management 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and 

where this is the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, certain assessment pieces may not perform as 

expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

  

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Business 
Management 

National 5 

End of unit closed book assessments on 
Operations, Marketing and 
Understanding Business 

Already completed. Feedback and next steps have been 
shared with pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

60 minute Case Study practice paper 
contributing 40 marks out of 90 marks. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will contribute 40% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

60 minute Section 2 practice paper 
contributing 50 marks out of 90 marks. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

60 minute Case Study paper contributing 
40 marks out of 90 marks. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 60% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

60 minute Section 2 paper contributing 
50 marks out of 90 marks. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 



 

  

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Business 
Management 

Higher 

End of unit closed book assessments on 
Operations, Marketing and 
Understanding Business 

Already completed. Feedback and next steps have been 
shared with pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

65 minute Case Study practice paper 
covering (15 minute case study reading 
time included).  This will contribute 30 
marks out of 90 marks. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will contribute 40% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

100 minute Section 2 practice paper.  
This will contribute 60 marks out of 90 
marks. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

65 minute Case Study paper (15 minute 
case study reading time included).  This 
will contribute 30 marks out of 90 marks. 
 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 60% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

100 minute Section 2 paper.  This will 
contribute 60 marks out of 90 marks. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Business 
Management 

Advanced 
Higher 

End of unit closed book assessments on 
External Environment and Internal 
Environment. 

Already completed. Feedback and next steps have been 
shared with pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minute Case Study practice paper (15 
minute case study reading time 
included).  This will contribute 40 marks 
out of 80 marks. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will contribute 25% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

45 minute Section 2 practice paper.  This 
will contribute 40 marks out of 80 marks. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

90 minute Case Study paper (15 minute 
case study reading time included).   This 
will contribute 40 marks out of 80 marks. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 45% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 

45 minute Section 2 paper.  This will 
contribute 40 marks out of 80 marks. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Project.  This is marked out of 40.  It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 30% towards the final 
overall provisional grade. 
 



Assessment in Chemistry 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Chemistry National 5 

60 minute end of topic assessment on 
Consumer Products and 60 minute end of 
topic assessment on Acids and Bases. 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minute written assessment on two and 
a half out of 3 units (whole course except 
fertilisers and percentage composition). 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

150 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over one paper 
of 90 mins and one paper of 
60 mins. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 80% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Chemistry Higher 

60 minute end of unit assessment on 
Chemical Changes and Structure and 60 
minute end of unit assessment Chemistry 
in Society 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

40 minute multiple choice assessment 
covering 2 and a half units from the 
course. 

During three week feedback 
window 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 10% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

90 minute written assessment covering 2 
and a half units from the course. 

During three week feedback 
window. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

180 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 90 
minute sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 70% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Chemistry 
Advanced 
Higher 

60 minute end of Unit assessment on 
Inorganic chemistry and 90 minute end of 
Unit assessment on Physical Chemistry 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minute written assessment covering 
Units 1 & 2 (Inorganic and Physical 
Chemistry) and 45 minute written 
assessment covering Unit 3 Organic 
Chemistry and Instrumental Analysis 

During three week feedback 
window. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 30% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

180 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 90 
minute sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 70% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 



 

Assessment in Design and Manufacture 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in 
generating provisional 
estimate grades? 

Design & 
Manufacture 
 

National 5 

90 minute written assessment covering 
various areas of the course. Follows the 
same structure as final Question Paper. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to work 
on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

Question Paper - 80 mark (105 min) 
written assessment testing pupils’ 
knowledge and understanding of the 
subject. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide feedback on 
this assessment as we need to protect the security 
of it and ensure fairness for all pupils.  The mark for 
the assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 44% towards 
the final provisional estimate 
grade. 

Assessment Task (Design) - 55 mark 
Design folio assessing course skills, 
knowledge and understanding. 

Ongoing. To be completed by 
early May. 

Ongoing. Will contribute 31% towards 
the final provisional estimate 
grade. 

Assessment Task (Practical) – 45 mark 
practical project assessing knowledge 
and understanding of practical processes 
and abilities.  

Ongoing. To be completed by 
early May. 

Ongoing. Will contribute 25% towards 
the final provisional estimate 
grade. 

Higher 

Assessment Task – 77 mark Design folio 
assessing course skills, knowledge and 
understanding. 

Ongoing. To be completed by 
the start of May.  

Ongoing.  Will contribute towards 49% 
of the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

90 minute written assessment covering 
specific course content from the Design 
& Materials and Manufacturing Units. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to work 
on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute towards 20% 
of the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

135 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 
sittings, using SQA paper 
sections A & B as split point. 

It will not be appropriate to provide feedback on 
this assessment as we need to protect the security 
of it and ensure fairness for all pupils.  The mark for 
the assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute towards 31% 
of the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

Advanced 
Higher 

Assessment Task – 108 mark Design folio 
assessing course skills, knowledge and 
understanding. 

Ongoing. To be completed by 
the start of May. 

Ongoing.  Will contribute towards 62% 
of the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

90 minute written assessment covering 
specific course content from the Design 
& Materials and Manufacturing Units.  

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to work 
on in advance of the next assessment.  

Will contribute towards 19% 
of the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

135 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 
sittings, using SQA paper 
sections A & B as split point. 

It will not be appropriate to provide feedback on 
this assessment as we need to protect the security 
of it and ensure fairness for all pupils. The mark for 
the assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute towards 19% 
of the final provisional 
estimate grade.  



Assessment in Drama 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and 

where this is the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, certain assessment pieces may not perform as 

expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Drama National 5 

90 minute Written paper During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

Performance(acting and design) and 
preparation for performance 

During three week feedback 
window.  

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 60% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

90 minute written paper During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 40% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Drama Higher 

150 minute written paper split over 2 
sittings. Section 1 & 2 – 90 minutes and 
section 3 – 60 minutes 

During three week feedback 
window. Split over two 
sittings. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

Performance assessment – acting, design 
and directing plus preparation for 
performance. 

During three week feedback 
window or before Easter 
holidays. Done over a few 
double periods. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 60% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

150 minute written paper split over 2 
sittings. Section 1 & 2 – 90 minutes and 
section 3 – 60 minutes 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 
sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 40% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 



 

Assessment in Engineering Science 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Engineering 
Science 

National 5 

45 minute end of Unit assessment on 
Engineering Contexts and Challenges. 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

45 minute end of Unit assessment on 
Analogue Electronics. 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minute written assessment on 3 out 
of 4 Unit topics (Engineering Contexts 
and Challenges, Analogue Electronics, 
Digital Electronics) and the start of Unit 3 
(Motion/Gears). 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will contribute towards 30% of the 
final provisional estimate grade. 

110 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute towards 70% of the 
final provisional estimate grade. 

Engineering 
Science 

Higher 

45 minute end of Unit assessment on 
Engineering Contexts and Challenges. 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

45 minute end of Unit assessment on 
Analogue and Digital Electronics. 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils.  

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minute written assessment covering 2 
out of 3 topics (Engineering Roles and 
Contexts, Analogue and Digital 
Electronics) and the start of Unit 3 (Drive 
Systems/Coupling Methods/Clutches). 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will contribute towards 30% the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

150 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 75 
Minute sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute towards 70% the final 
provisional estimate grade. 



Assessment in English 

The May assessments will be our primary source of assessment evidence. Where appropriate and subject to moderation, earlier examples of 

test papers, such as the December prelim paper and other secure class tests will be taken into consideration to provide each candidate with a 

fair and robust estimate. The overall total percentage aggregated across all elements will be used to determine provisional estimate grades, 

not an average of each component. A candidate does not necessarily have to pass each individual element to achieve an overall pass. 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? Feedback to be given Percentage of 
provisional 
estimate 

English National 5 

Reading for Understanding, 
Analysis and Evaluation (60 
minutes) 

December prelim 
Practice questions and papers 

Marks shared and feedback given 
Feedback and marks given on practice papers 

 
 
30%  May assessment Marks shared 

Critical Reading (part 1) 
Scottish text question (45 
minutes) 

October assessment for some 
classes/Lockdown papers /April 
practice papers/May assessment 

October and lockdown papers/practice papers 
- marks and feedback shared 
May assessment - marks shared 

 
 
20%  

Critical Reading (part 2) 
Critical Essay  (45 minutes 

Lockdown papers/April practice 
papers 
May assessment 

Marks and feedback shared on lockdown work 
and other practice papers 
Marks shared  

 
20%  

Portfolio Writing piece (not 
timed) 

First draft  
May assessment of final draft 

Feedback given on first draft 
Marks shared 

 
30%  

English Higher 

Reading for Understanding, 
Analysis and Evaluation (60 
minutes) 

December prelim 
Practice papers 

Marks shared and feedback to improve 
 

 
30%  

May assessment Marks shared 

Critical Reading (part 1) 
Scottish text question (45 
minutes) 

Lockdown papers/April practice 
papers/May assessment 

Marks and feedback shared on lockdown work 
and other practice papers 
Marks shared on May assessment 

 
20%  

Critical Reading (part 2) 
Critical Essay  (45 minutes 

Lockdown papers/April practice 
papers/May assessment 

Marks and feedback shared on practice papers 
Marks shared on May assessment 

 
20%  

Portfolio Writing piece (not 
timed) 

First draft 
May assessment of final draft 

Feedback given on first draft 
Marks shared on final draft 

 
30%  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? Feedback to be given Percentage of 
provisional 
estimate 

English 
Advanced 
Higher 

Literary Study 
 

Practice questions/papers 
May assessment 

Feedback and marks shared 
Marks shared 

 
20% 

Textual Analysis 
 

Practice questions/papers 
May assessment 

Feedback and marks shared  
Marks shared 

 
20% 

Dissertation 
 

Essay planned and drafted over the 
year; two drafts submitted for 
feedback 
Final draft 

Formative feedback issued twice 
Mark shared 

 
 
30% 

Portfolio Writing piece 
 

Planning and drafting of work with 
teacher supervision and feedback 
Final piece 

Formative feedback issued on pieces  
Mark shared 

 
30% 



 

Assessment in French 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and 

where this is the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, certain assessment pieces may not perform as 

expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

French National 5 

50 minutes unit assessment on reading  During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minutes Reading and Writing 
assessment (one sitting) 
 
 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 50% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

30 minutes Listening assessment 
 
 

During four week assessment 
window 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

5-7 minutes Talking performance During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 
 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 30% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

French Higher 

50 minutes unit assessment on reading  During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minutes Reading and Directed Writing 
assessment (one sitting) 
 
 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 50% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

30 minutes Listening assessment During four week assessment 
window. 
 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

10 minutes Talking performance During four week assessment 
window. 
 
 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 30% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

French 
Advanced 
Higher 

50 minutes unit assessment on reading  During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minutes Reading and Translation 
assessment (one sitting) 
 
 

During four week assessment 
window. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 45% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

80 minutes Listening and Discursive 
Writing assessment 
 
 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 55% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

20 minutes Talking performance 
 
 

During four week assessment 
window. 

Feedback and marks will be given to pupils. Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 



Assessment in Geography 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Geography National 5 

1 hour 20 minutes Human Environments 
and Global Issues Assessment 

Already completed – 
December 2020 

Feedback given to pupils in class when the 
assessment was completed 

Will be used to help determine 
borderline cases 

140 minute assessment covering the 
whole course – split over three sittings (70 
marks in total). 
SQA timings will be applied. 

Assessment 1 – completed 
during the three week 
feedback window 
Assessments 2&3 – during 
four week assessment 
window 

Assessment 1 – feedback will be given to 
pupils to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 
Assessments 2&3 - it will not be appropriate 
to provide feedback on this assessment as 
we need to protect the security of it and 
ensure fairness for all pupils. Marks will be 
shared with candidates. 

Assessment 1 will contribute 43% of the 
final provisional estimate grade. 
Assessment 2 will contribute 43% to the 
final provisional estimate grade.  
Assessment 3 will contribute 14%% of 
the final provisional estimate grade. 

Geography Higher 

1 hour 30 minutes Assessment –  Human 
Environments and Global Issues 
Assessment 

Already completed – 
December 2020 

Detailed feedback given to pupils to work 
on in preparation for their next 
assessments. 

Will be used to help determine 
borderline cases 

2 hour 40 minutes assessment covering 
the whole course – split over three 
sittings. (140 marks in total) 
SQA timings will be applied 

Assessment 1 – completed 
during the three week 
feedback window 
Assessments 2&3 – during 
four week assessment 
window 

Assessment 1 – feedback will be given to 
pupils to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 
Assessments 2&3 - it will not be appropriate 
to provide feedback on this assessment as 
we need to protect the security of it and 
ensure fairness for all pupils. Marks will be 
shared with candidates. 

Assessment 1 will contribute 36% of the 
final provisional estimate grade. 
Assessment 2 will contribute 36% to the 
final provisional estimate grade.  
Assessment 3 will contribute 28% of the 
final provisional estimate grade. 



 

Assessment in Graphic Communications 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Graph 
Comm 

National 5 

45 minute assessment on 3D Modelling.  Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

45 minute assessment on DTP. To be completed in class time 
during the feedback window 

Detailed feedback will be given to pupils. Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

SQA Generated Assignment covering 
practical requirements of course. 

Completed in class time 
before and during the 
feedback window. Done over 
multiple sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 1/3 towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

1.5 hour written assessment covering the 
whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. One Sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 2/3 towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Graph 
Comm 

Higher 

45 minute assessment on 3D Modelling. Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

45 minute assessment on DTP. Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

SQA Generated Assignment covering 
practical requirements of course. 

Completed in class time 
before and during the 
feedback window. Done over 
multiple sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute approximately 1/3 
towards the final provisional estimate 
grade. 

1hr 45 minutes written assessment 
covering the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. One sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute approximately 2/3 
towards the final provisional estimate 
grade. 



Assessment in Health and Food Technology  
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Health and 
Food 
Technology 

National 5 

Coursework: Assignment  Ongoing piece of coursework.  
Students will continue to 
complete this assignment 
during learning and teaching 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
detailed feedback on this assessment as 
we need to protect the security of it and 
ensure fairness for all pupils. Students will 
continue to be supported appropriately  
throughout the completion of this piece of 
coursework 

Will contribute 50% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade.   

Unit assessment:  
Food for Health 
Food Product Development 

Already complete Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils  

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made.   

110 minute written assessment 1 
covering all key areas:  

- Food for Health 
- Food Product Development 
- Contemporary Food Issues 

During three week feedback 
window.  
Split over two sittings (55 
minutes each) 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will contribute 50% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade (Best 
attainment from assessment 1&2 will 
be used to generate estimate)  

110 minute written assessment 2 
covering the whole course 

- Food for Health 
- Food Product Development 
- Contemporary Food Issues 

During four week assessment 
window.  
Split over two sittings (55 
minutes each) 
 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
detailed feedback on this assessment as 
we need to protect the security of it and 
ensure fairness for all pupils.  Students will 
continue to be supported appropriately  
throughout the completion of this piece of 
coursework 

Will contribute 50% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade 
(Best attainment from assessment 1&2 
will be used to generate estimate) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Health and 
Food 
Technology  

Higher 

Coursework: Assignment  Ongoing piece of coursework.  
Students will continue to 
complete this assignment 
during learning and teaching 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 50% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade.   

Unit assessment:  
Food for Health 
Food Product Development 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils.   

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

120 minute written assessment 1 
covering key areas 

- Food for Health 
- Food Product Development  
- Contemporary Food Issues 

During three week feedback 
window.  
Split over two sittings (45 min 
and 75 minutes) 
 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will contribute 50% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 
(Best attainment from assessment 1&2 
will be used to generate estimate) 
 

120 minute written assessment 2 
covering the whole course. 

- Food for Health 
- Food Product Development 
- Contemporary Food Issues 

During four week assessment 
window.  
Split over two sittings (45 min 
and 75 minutes) 
 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 50% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 
(Best attainment from assessment 1&2 
will be used to generate estimate) 
 



Assessment in History 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

History National 5 

46 minute Nazi Germany Unit Assessment Already completed – October 
2020 

Feedback given to pupils in class when the 
assessment was completed 

Will be used to help determine 
borderline cases 

140 minute assessment covering the 
whole course – split over three sittings. 

Assessment 1 – completed 
during the three week 
feedback window 
Assessments 2&3 – during 
four week assessment 
window 

Assessment 1 – feedback will be given to 
pupils to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 
Assessments 2&3 - it will not be appropriate 
to provide feedback on this assessment as 
we need to protect the security of it and 
ensure fairness for all pupils. Marks will be 
shared with candidates. 

Each assessment will contribute 33% to 
the final provisional estimate grade. 

History Higher 

2 x 45 minute timed assessments. Both 
completed under exam conditions – 
replicating British and European & World 
sections of Paper 1. 

Already completed – October 
& December 2020 

Detailed feedback will be given to pupils to 
work on in preparation for their next 
assessments. 

Will be used to help determine 
borderline cases 

80 mark assessment covering the whole 
course – split over four sittings. 

Assessment 1 – completed 
during the three week 
feedback window.  
 
Assessments 2, 3 & 4 – during 
four week assessment 
window. 

Assessment 1 – feedback will be given to 
pupils to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 
Assessments 2, 3 and 4 - it will not be 
appropriate to provide feedback on this 
assessment as we need to protect the 
security of it and ensure fairness for all 
pupils. Marks will be shared with 
candidates. 

Assessment 1 & 2 will each contribute 
22.5% to final provisional estimate 
grade. 
 
Assessments 3 & 4 will each contribute 
27.5% to final provisional estimate 
grade. 



Assessment in Mathematics 

This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and 

where this is the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, certain assessment pieces may not perform as 

expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Mathematics National 5 

Paper 1 - 75 minute assessment covering 
the whole course. (50 marks) 
Paper 2 - 110 minute assessment 
covering the whole course. (60 marks) 

During three week feedback 
window.  Split over two 
sittings. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

Paper 1 - 75 minute assessment covering 
the whole course. (50 marks) 
Paper 2 - 110 minute assessment 
covering the whole course. (60 marks) 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 
sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Mathematics Higher 

Paper 1 - 75 minute assessment covering 
the whole course. (55 marks) 
Paper 2 - 90 minute assessment covering 
the whole course. (65 marks) 

During three week feedback 
window.  Split over two 
sittings. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

Paper 1 - 75 minute assessment covering 
the whole course. (55 marks) 
Paper 2 - 90 minute assessment covering 
the whole course. (65 marks) 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 
sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Mathematics 
Advanced 
Higher 

Paper 1 - 60 minute assessment covering 
the whole course. (35 marks) 
Paper 2 - 120 minute assessment 
covering the whole course. (60 marks) 

During three week feedback 
window.  Split over two 
sittings. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

Paper 1 - 60 minute assessment covering 
the whole course. (35 marks) 
Paper 2 - 120 minute assessment 
covering the whole course. (60 marks) 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 
sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils. The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 



 

Assessment in Modern Studies 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 
 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Modern 
Studies 

National 5 

46 minute Crime and Law Unit 
Assessment 

Already completed – October 
2020 

Feedback given to pupils in class when the 
assessment was completed 

Will be used to help determine 
borderline cases 

140 minute assessment covering the 
whole course – split over three sittings (80 
marks in total). 
SQA timings will be applied. 

Assessment 1 – completed 
during the three week 
feedback window 
Assessments 2&3 – during 
four week assessment 
window 

Assessment 1 – feedback will be given to 
pupils to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 
Assessments 2&3 - it will not be appropriate 
to provide feedback on this assessment as 
we need to protect the security of it and 
ensure fairness for all pupils. Marks will be 
shared with candidates. 

Each assessment will contribute 33% to 
the final provisional estimate grade. 

Modern 
Studies 

Higher 

90 minute assessment – 12 and 20 mark 
essay comprising content from Social 
Issues & International Issues units and one 
10 mark Enquiry Skill question 

Already completed – 
December 2020 

Detailed feedback will be given to pupils to 
work on in preparation for their next 
assessments. 

Will be used to help determine 
borderline cases 

80 mark assessment covering the whole 
course – split over three sittings. 
SQA timings will be applied 

Assessment 1 – completed 
during the three week 
feedback window 
Assessments 2&3 – during 
four week assessment 
window 

Assessment 1 – feedback will be given to 
pupils to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 
Assessments 2&3 - it will not be appropriate 
to provide feedback on this assessment as 
we need to protect the security of it and 
ensure fairness for all pupils. Marks will be 
shared with candidates. 

Assessment 1 will contribute 27% of the 
final provisional estimate grade. 
Assessment 2 will contribute 35% to the 
final provisional estimate grade.  
Assessment 3 will contribute 38% of the 
final provisional estimate grade. 

Modern 
Studies 

Advanced 
Higher 

50 mark dissertation Completed across the year. Constructive feedback given throughout the 
process in line with SQA guidance 

Will contribute 50/140 marks. 

Assessment 1 – one 30 mark essay and 
one 15 mark source evaluation question 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. Marks will be shared with 
candidates. 

Will contribute 45/140 marks. 

Assessment 2 -  one 30 mark essay and 
one 15 mark research methods question 

During four week assessment 
window. Done in one sitting. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. Marks will be shared with 
candidates. 

Will contribute 45/140 marks. 



Assessment in Music 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and 

where this is the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, certain assessment pieces may not perform as 

expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

Subject Level 

 

What is being assessed? When will it be 
assessed? 

What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in 
generating provisional 
estimate grades? 

Music National 5 

P
ra

ct
ic

al
 

 

Performing skills All practical work is 
now complete and 
recorded. 
 

Marks will be returned to pupils with a 
covering statement that grades may still 
go up or down following moderation 
(locally and by SQA). 
 

This will contribute 60% 
towards the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

     
U

n
d

e
rs

ta
n

d
in

g 
M

u
si

c 

45-minute practice written 
assessment 
 

During three-week 
feedback window. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the final 
assessment. 
 

This won’t be used as 
evidence for provisional 
grades. 

45-minute final written 
assessment of  

During four-week 
assessment window.  

Marks will be returned to pupils with a 
covering statement that grades may still 
go up or down following moderation 
(locally and by SQA). 
 

This will contribute 40% 
towards the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

       

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be 
assessed? 

What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in 
generating provisional 
estimate grades? 

Music National 5 

P
ra

ct
ic

al
 

 

Performing skills All practical work is 
now complete and 
recorded. 
 

Marks will be returned to pupils with a 
covering statement that grades may still 
go up or down following moderation 
(locally and by SQA). 
 

This will contribute 60% 
towards the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

U
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g 

M
u

si
c 

45-minute practice written 
assessment 
 

During the three-
week feedback 
window. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the final 
assessment. 
 

This will not be used as 
evidence for provisional 
grades. 

45-minute final written 
assessment 

During the four-week 
assessment window.  

Marks will be returned to pupils with a 
covering statement that grades may still 
go up or down following moderation 
(locally and by SQA). 
 

This will contribute 40% 
towards the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

Music Higher 

P
ra

ct
ic

al
 

 

Performing skills By Easter, all practical 
work will be 
complete and 
recorded. 
 

Marks will be returned to pupils with a 
covering statement that grades may still 
go up or down following moderation 
(locally and by SQA). 
 

This will contribute 60% 
towards the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

U
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g 

M
u

si
c 

60-minute practice written 
assessment 
 

During the three-
week feedback 
window. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the final 
assessment. 
 

This will not be used as 
evidence for provisional 
grades. 

60-minute final written 
assessment 

During the four-week 
assessment window.  

Marks will be returned to pupils with a 
covering statement that grades may still 
go up or down following moderation 
(locally and by SQA). 
 

This will contribute 40% 
towards the final provisional 
estimate grade. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be 
assessed? 

What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in 
generating provisional 
estimate grades? 

Music 
Advanced 
Higher 

P
ra

ct
ic

al
 

 

Performing skills By Easter, all practical 
work will be 
complete and 
recorded. 

Marks will be returned to pupils with a 
covering statement that grades may still 
go up or down following moderation 
(locally and by SQA). 
 

This will contribute 60% 
towards the final provisional 
estimate grade. 

U
n

d
e

rs
ta

n
d

in
g 

M
u

si
c 

75-minute practice written 
assessment 
 

During the three-
week feedback 
window. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the final 
assessment. 
 

This will not be used as 
evidence for provisional 
grades. 

75-minute final written 
assessment 

During the four-week 
assessment window.  

Marks will be returned to pupils with a 
covering statement that grades may still 
go up or down following moderation 
(locally and by SQA). 
 

This will contribute 40% 
towards the final provisional 
estimate grade. 



Assessment in PE 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and 

where this is the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, certain assessment pieces may not perform as 

expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 
 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

PE 
 

National 5 
 

Portfolio Work for this has been 
ongoing throughout the year. 

Feedback is given to pupils at appropriate 
stages during completion as per SQA 
guidelines  

This will provide 50% of the estimate grade 

Practical Performance These assessments will take 
place in term 4 as and when 
Covid restrictions around 
sports activities are lifted 

Pupils will have opportunities to practice 
prior to the assessment but the assessment 
itself will be a single, one off performance 
assessment. No feedback will be given 
afterwards. 

This will provide 50% of the estimate grade 

PE 
 

Higher  

90 minute October end of unit 
assessment. Physical and Social factors 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline decisions 
are being made 

90 minute December assessment. 
Physical, social and emotional factors 

Already completed Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline decisions 
are being made 

1 hour 30 mins Higher Written 
Assessment on all factors 

During week 1 of feedback 
window if possible. Done in 
one sitting – 90 mins.  

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will only be used when borderline decisions 
are being made or if a pupil is absent for 
final assessment. 

2 hours 30 mins Final Written assessment During week 2 of assessment 
window if possible. Split over 
two sittings (90 mins and 60 
mins) 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

This will provide 50% of the estimate grade. 

 Practical Performance These assessments will take 
place in term 4 as and when 
Covid restrictions around 
sports activities are lifted. 

Pupils will have opportunities to practice 
prior to the assessment but the assessment 
itself will be a single, one off performance 
assessment. No feedback will be given 
afterwards. 

This will provide 50% of the estimate grade 

PE 
Advanced 
Higher  

Project (70 Marks)  Work for this has been 
ongoing throughout the year. 
We will aim to have it 
completed by early-mid May 

Detailed feedback is being given to pupils 
on an ongoing basis. 

This will provide 70% of the estimate grade 

Practical Performance (30 Marks) These assessments will take 
place in term 4 as and when 
Covid restrictions around 
sports activities are lifted. 

Pupils will have opportunities to practice 
prior to the assessment but the assessment 
itself will be a single, one off performance 
assessment. No feedback will be given 
afterwards. 

This will provide 30% of the estimate grade 



Assessment in Physics 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Physics National 5 

45 minute end of Unit assessment on 
Dynamics & Space and 45 minute end of 
Unit assessment on Waves & Radiations. 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

60 minute written assessment on 5 out of 
6 topics (Dynamics, Space, Waves, 
Radiations and Electricity). 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

150 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 75 
minute sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils. The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 80% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Physics Higher 

45 minute end of Unit assessment on Our 
Dynamic Universe and 45 minute end of 
Unit assessment on Electricity. 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

45 minute multiple choice exam covering 
4 out of 5 topics from the course. 

Already completed. Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 10% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

90 minute written assessment covering 4 
out of 5 topics (Dynamics, Universe, 
Waves and Electricity). 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

180 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 90 
minute sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 70% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Physics 
Advanced 
Higher 

45 minute end of Unit assessment on 
Rotational Motion & Astrophysics and 45 
minute end of Unit assessment on Quanta 
& Waves. 

Already completed. Detailed feedback has already been given to 
pupils. 

Will only be used when borderline 
decisions need to be made. 

90 minute written assessment covering 4 
out of 5 topics (Rotational Motion, 
Astrophysics, Quanta and Waves). 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting. 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them to 
work on in advance of the next assessment. 

Will contribute 30% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

180 minute written assessment covering 
the whole course. 

During four week assessment 
window. Split over two 90 
minute sittings. 

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need to 
protect the security of it and ensure fairness 
for all pupils.  The mark for the assessment 
will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 70% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 



 

Assessment in Politics 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on this 
assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Politics Higher 

80 mark assessment covering the whole 
course – split over three sittings. 
SQA timings will be applied. 

Assessment 1 – completed 
during the three week 
feedback window 
 
Assessments 2&3 – during 
four week assessment 
window 

Assessment 1 – feedback will be given to 
pupils to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 
 
Assessments 2&3 - it will not be appropriate 
to provide feedback on this assessment as 
we need to protect the security of it and 
ensure fairness for all pupils. Marks will be 
shared with candidates. 

Assessment 1 will contribute 25% of the 
final provisional estimate grade 
Assessment 2 will contribute 35% of the 
final provisional estimate grade 
Assessment 3 will contribute 40% of the 
final provisional estimate grade 



 

Assessment in Practical Woodwork 
This overview is intended to give pupils and parents clarity around the assessment plans for individual subjects. Changes may be made to the plan and where this is 

the case the decision will always be made to ensure fairness and robustness. For example, further guidance may be provided by the SQA or certain assessment pieces 

may not perform as expected and pupils may find them too easy or too difficult which might necessitate changes in weightings or grade boundaries. 

 

 

  

 

Subject Level What is being assessed? When will it be assessed? What feedback will be provided on 
this assessment? 

How will it be used in generating 
provisional estimate grades? 

Practical 
Woodwork 

 
National 5 

Practical Project assessing practical skill 
demonstrated through various 
processes. 

Already Completed. Detailed feedback has already been given 
to pupils. 

Will be used when borderline decisions 
need to be made. 

60 minute written assessment covering a 
range of practical processes and 
techniques which they have covered. 

During three week feedback 
window. Done in one sitting 

Feedback will be given to pupils for them 
to work on in advance of the next 
assessment. 

Will contribute 10% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Question Paper - 60 marks (60min) 
written assessment testing pupils’ 
knowledge and understanding of the 
subject. 

During four week assessment 
window.  

It will not be appropriate to provide 
feedback on this assessment as we need 
to protect the security of it and ensure 
fairness for all pupils.  The mark for the 
assessment will of course be shared. 

Will contribute 20% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 

Assessment Task (Practical) – 70 marks 
practical project assessing knowledge 
and understanding of practical processes 
and abilities.  

Ongoing. To be completed by 
early May. 

Ongoing. Will contribute 70% towards the final 
provisional estimate grade. 


