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Wintry WHApland  
is a winner for Impresa 

Team Impresa’s efforts to turn 
Wallace Hall Academy into 
WHApland, a Lapland inspired 
winter wonderland extravaganza, 
was a huge success.   

Just before Christmas, pupils, parents 

and members of the community flocked 
to Wallace Hall to see the festive 

illuminations on the school windows, take 
part in the lantern parade, enjoy the 

numerous Christmas themed activities 
and games while doing a bit of last 

minute shopping at the indoor Christmas 

market. 
WHApland was the realisation of Team 

Impresa’s winning idea at the UWS 
Enterprise Challenge.   

Picture on the left shows Oran Murray 

from Wallace Hall’s up-cycling group who 
had a very successful evening selling 

their products.  For full report and 
pictures please turn to page 20. 

Skating Stars are British Champions 
STOP PRESS:  As part of the 
skating teams Solway Stars 
and Solway Eclipse, four girls 
from Wallace Hall Academy 
tasted success last weekend as 
they were crowned British 
Champions.   

Laura Brown, Nicole Lough, 

Chloe Williams and Ines Wood 
travelled down to Nottingham Ice 

Rink where both teams were 
awarded a gold medal.   This is a 

tremendous achievement.  

Congratulations to the teams and 
all who are associated with Solway 

Sk8ting.  Look out for more about 
the teams’  victories in our next 

newsletter. 
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Back in December, M&M Theatre productions came to visit 
Wallace Hall Primary to perform their fantastic production 
of Peter Pan. It was a spectacular show which was 
enjoyed by both staff and pupils alike. 

Here are some reviews by P3 pupils:  Alana Morrison said: “I 
loved it when they started singing ‘Let it go’ from Frozen.”  Sofia 

Young said: “I laughed when the three pirates started dancing, 
that was my favourite part.” Chloe Hamilton added: “I liked the 

part when Wendy jumped out of the window and you could see 

she was flying.”  Hayden Allardice said: “The whole show was 
really funny.  It made me laugh a lot.”  Alexander Bailey said: “ I 

just thought it was nice that we got to see a panto in school, it 
was fun.” 

Primary pupils enjoy 

Peter Pan 

In this edition: 
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♦ Learning and Teaching at WH 

♦ Andrew’s Arctic Challenge 
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Contacting the schoolContacting the schoolContacting the schoolContacting the school    
The telephone number for Wallace Hall is 01848 332120/332140 with the fax 

number 01848 332564.  The email address for our secondary is: 
gw08officewallace@ea.dumgal.sch.uk and for the primary/nursery it is:  

gw08officewallacehal@ea.dumgal.sch.uk.   
Our office staff are your first point of contact. They will be pleased to deal with any 
enquiry you wish to make regarding your child and to put you in touch with the 
relevant member of staff.  Outside office hours you may leave a message on our 
answering machine.  Please contact us if you have any problems. We are here to 
help.  Visit the school website: www.wallacehall.co.uk for the latest news and 

information about the whole school. 
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In order to raise funding for 
WHApland, Impresa decided to 
organise a St Andrew’s night 
ceilidh.   

The evening was a huge success 

with pupils, parents and members 

of the wider community dancing 

the night away to the David 
Kennedy Scottish Dance Band. The 

event raised over £300 and this 
money was used to begin turning 

the idea of WHApland into a reality.  

In addition to the money raised at 

the ceilidh, Impresa secured two 
generous grants from the Prince’s 

Youth Business Trust and the 

Community Council Windfarm Fund 
giving a tremendous boost to 

WHApland’s funding.  To read more 
about WHApland, please turn to 

page 20. 

Investing In Impresa 

First Year float the Titanic 

As part of Mrs Low’s English class, S1 pupils recently completed a project about the Titanic.  The pupils did a 

lot of research and each pupil made up a quiz to test each other on their knowledge about the Titanic.  At the 
end of the project, all of the groups made a model of this magnificent ship.  The group chosen as having 

made the best model was Simon, Euan, Cameron and Edan’s group - pictured above left.   
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On the 19th December, the end 
of last term, a group of 4th, 5th 
and 6th year pupils organised 
and took part in a charity 
concert to raise money for 
Solway Sound.  

The concert took place over 3rd, 

4th and 5th periods and consisted of 

a number of acts from all years 
within the school, including Far-off 

Wonderment, Heather O’Connor 
and Sticks and Stones.  

The concert, which raised 

£921.57 for the local charity, was 

organised by Mrs Weir with the 
help of the charities committee, 

with setup and operation of sound, 
staging and lights all beautifully 

handled with dazzling efficiency by 
Aiden Halliday, Angus Bruce and 

Peter Wall. Musically, the acts were 

helped by Mrs Davies and Mr Riley 
and the event was compered by 

Ben Wicks and Nick Willets, whose 

chat was off the charts. It being 

Christmas, the set list included an 
energetic performance of Merry 
Christmas Everybody by Far-off 
Wonderment, a heart-wrenching 

rendition of Wild Mountain Thyme 
by Charlie Carr, and a medley of 

Dancing Queen, Last Christmas and 
All About that Bass from Sticks and 
Stones, who then rounded things 

off with their own Cowboys and 
Indians for an encore. 

Solway Sound is a 'talking 

newspaper' service for visually 

impaired people in Dumfries and 
Galloway. Every week, volunteer 

readers working for the charity 
publish an 80 minute news bulletin 

with stories from the local 
newspapers, such as the Standard 

and Galloway News. This is 

recorded digitally, and the file is 
then copied onto CDs and audio 

cassettes. Finally these are 

distributed to recipients.  
Solway Sound is one of a 

number of such charities offering 
this service to various regions 

across Scotland. It is much 

appreciated by listeners as they 
have generally good access to 

national and international stories, 
but limited access to local news. 

This year, Solway Sound is 
embarking on a project to move 

over from CDs and audio cassettes 

to memory sticks with an easily 
operated player. This will enable 

more material to be recorded, as 
well as having the facility to include 

previous weeks' bulletins for those 

who missed them.  
This improved service requires 

funding; and to help raise the 
money, the S6 Charities 

Committee chose Solway Sound 

as Wallace Hall's local charity for 
2014/15. 

Overall, the concert was a 
success and proved to be a 

fantastic conclusion to the pre-
Christmas term. 

Pictures show comperes Nick 

and Ben, Eve and Ava performing 
“Listen to the Radio” and the 

Wallace Hall Brass Group. 

Christmas Concert 
report by Peter Wall 
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In November, Wallace Hall 
Primary school held a Pudsey 
day to raise money for Children 
in Need.  

The Pupil Council at Wallace Hall 

did a lot of work to help with the 

Pudsey day and a total of £522 was 
raised.   

There were lots of games to enjoy 
such as beat the superhero goalie, 

guess the sweeties in the jar, ping 
pong Pudsey, fill the Pudsey with 

spare change, treasure map, face 

painting, cupcakes and top hats! 
Even some of the teachers had a go! 

Everybody enjoyed raising lots of 
money for a good cause. 

Pudsey in the Primary 
Report by Manny Allardice and Oliver Young 
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First year English classes have 
recently been enjoying the 
spooky castle tours run in 
collaboration with 
Queensberry Initiative (QI) 
and Drumlanrig Estate.  

Ines Wood, one of the S1 
pupils on the trip said:  “It was a 

cold icy winter’s day when we 
drove to Drumlanrig Castle with 

QI. Our English teacher, Miss 

Carson, had told us that QI would 
take us on a Ghostly Castle Tour 

and we would have to write a 
ghostly story later on.  The QI 

staff introduced us to the castle 
tour guide as we were given 

clipboards to take notes of the 

spooky tales the tour guide told us 
and then we started our tour in 

the castle kitchens. Apparently in 
the kitchen a ghost lingers in the 

dark corners scaring unsuspecting 

visitors!   
“We then went down long dark 

passageways where many dark 
secrets are kept and then it was 

time to walk up one of the towers 
and in to the castle courtyard 

where our guide told us about the 

poor lady who was beheaded by 
her father as she would not marry 

an old rich friend of his. 

Apparently the head appears now 

and again coming out of the well 
and sometimes the headless 

figure walks along the battlements 
at night.  Bonnie Prince Charlie's 

bedroom was cold and eerie and it 

felt as if he was there in the room 
as we passed through.  We didn't 

stop to look for the poltergeist 
which apparently lingers in his 

dressing room.  There were many 

beautiful paintings in the castle 
with deep, dark eyes that look 

right through you as you pass by 
and follow you out the door but 

unfortunately the painting of The 
Old Lady Reading had left the 

castle and was on tour in London. 

We passed quickly by the “Bloody 
Passage” which is a secret 

passage which runs along the 
Castle and is hidden behind one of 

the enormous paintings. This 

personally was my favourite ghost 
story. After we had passed the 

“Bloody Passage” we headed back 
to the bus. I think it is much 

easier to let your imagination get 
carried away when you are out of 

the classroom and I hope that our 

stories will be even better after 
our Ghostly Castle Visit.” 

 

After taking the tour and 
hearing about some of the 
ghostly goings on at the 
Castle, the pupils each wrote 
a ghost story inspired by their 
trip. Here is one of the 
finished stories, written by 
Lydia McMillan who is in Miss 
Carson's class. 

 

Framed 
By Lydia McMillan, 1S1 

The castle waited in 
unpenetrated silence. Portraits of 

stern-looking men and women 
hung still on the walls. Damp 

clung to the corners; the window 
sills were lined with dust. The 

silent anticipation was deafening. 

Outside, a thick layer of fog glided 
slowly over the raw, icy ground. 

No birdsong could be heard, only 
seven magpies cawing laughingly 

as they hopped across the 

ground, peering around them with 
shining, empty black eyes. There 

was nothing to eat at this time of 
year; they were skeletal and 

starved.  
The silence was shattered as 

we burst into the grounds, 

chattering. The strange birds flew 
up onto the castle roof in a frenzy 

of squawking and peered down at 
me with mocking eyes. I squirmed 

with discomfort and looked at my 

feet.  
The ghost tour began shortly 

afterwards, and to begin with, it 
wasn’t that good. The castle was 

very old and dusty. Every room 

was the same. In fact, I got so fed 
up that eventually I stopped to 

take a break, telling my friends I’d 
dropped something. Leaning 

against a wall, I peered around 
the strange little landing. Weirdly, 

the cacophony of noise from my 

classmates had died away almost 
instantly. I was left alone with the 

icy, tense silence broken only by 
someone breathing behind me.  

I started violently. Spinning 

round, my eyes fell on a silver, 
almost iridescent creature 

standing a few paces away. It 
stared at me with cold, black, 

soulless eyes that seemed to gaze 
right through my body. The 

S1 Spooky Stories 
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animal took the form of a wolf or 

large dog: clearly a hunter. My 
heart thumped hard against my 

chest. Hunting was banned 

nowadays… Panic bolted through 
my veins as I realised what it was. 

Backing away, I turned and fled. 
Instinct screamed at me to look 

back, but I resisted. What would I 

see? 
The blood was draining from 

my face; I could feel it surging 
through my body. I wasn’t even 

aware of my surroundings. Dread 
turned my insides to stone. I 

heard a groan, a crash and a click 

as a heavy door slammed shut and 
locked behind my back. With a 

yelp I jumped round, but there 
was nothing there. Trembling, I 

turned and glanced around the 

room. I was trapped. The small 
chamber was dimly lit by candles 

flickering on the crimson walls, 
and it looked clean enough, so it 

must have been occupied recently. 
However, the strangest thing 

about the room was the paintings.  

They lined the walls, obscuring 

the wallpaper. I frowned; they 
didn’t look at all like the paintings 

in the rest of the castle. Firstly, the 

men, women and young people in 
them were wearing oddly modern 

outfits. One even had a camera 
round her neck. But the strangest 

and most chilling thing about them 

were the frozen expressions of 
terrified shock on each of their 

faces.  
Staring frantically around for an 

exit, all I could see was a small, 
dirty old window. It was sealed 

shut, thickly coated in grime. 

Written in the filth were words 
that turned my blood cold.  

Leave now.  
Heart pounding, I headed back 

to the door, praying that it was 

unlocked. My breath escaped me 
in ragged gasps and my steps 

were quick and stiff. Something 
stirred in the shadows a small 

distance away and I screamed. 
Two softly glowing figures were 

standing in front of the door: the 

silvery dog I had seen earlier and 

a tall woman in a floor-length 

gown who stood stroking its head.  
I paused exhaustedly, 

preparing to accept my fate. The 

two ghosts stood there, gazing 
vacantly into the distance with 

their horrible eyes. I had a 
sickening feeling that I was being 

watched from elsewhere and spun 

round, peering round a glass case 
containing a stuffed magpie. Every 

painting on the wall was staring at 
me. Nausea churned in my 

stomach and I turned away.  
The woman smiled maliciously 

at me and pointed a thin, twig-like 

finger at a frame behind her. An 
empty backdrop. And suddenly I 

knew. Everything fitted together 
like a jigsaw.  

After that, I knew nothing. 

Nothing except that room. I was 
trapped in my painting forever, 

that last look of fear still etched 
upon my face.  

Outside on the castle grounds, 
seven birds cawed and crowed, 

hopping around in the dirt. Seven 

for a secret, never to be told.  

As part of the Third Year Personal and Social 
Education programme, all S3 pupils took part in 
a World of Wonka workshop: an interactive 
issue based learning experience aimed at 
raising awareness on a range of issues affecting 
the lives of young people.  

World of Wonka took pupils on a learning journey 
through seven different themed zones addressing 

issues such as:  domestic abuse, sexual exploitation, 
poverty, online bullying, diversity and equality, body 

image and drugs and alcohol. 

Organised by Community Learning and 
Development in partnership with Youth Beatz, all 

aspects of Wonka were planned and delivered with 
young people central to the process. 

World of Wonka  
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The snowy weather did not 
deter a packed audience from 
gathering in the Bailey Hall at 
Wallace Hall Academy on 
Friday, January 16th to 
celebrate the life and works of 
our national Bard, Robert 
Burns.  This annual occasion is 
organised by the Parent 
Council and is always a popular 
event in the school calendar. 

Leading the proceedings and 

introducing the speakers and 
performers was well-known 

musician, raconteur and Burns 

enthusiast, William Williamson.  
William is an accomplished 

chairman of such events and 
wasted no time in setting the tone 

for what proved to be an extremely 
entertaining evening.   

As is customary before the meal 

at any Burns Supper Brian 
Johnstone, Chairperson of the 

Wallace Hall 2 – 18 Parent Council, 
delivered the Selkirk Grace, 

allowing the 130 guests to get 

started on a delicious feast of 
traditional Burns’ fayre prepared by 

Alison Kennedy and her team. The 
skirl of Becky Walker’s pipes 

announced the arrival of the 

haggis, proudly carried in by Head 
Boy, Robert Guthrie, and addressed 

magnificently with gusto and 
passion by Lucy Doig.  

Once the coffee, biscuits and 

cheese had been served and 

enjoyed, a display of Highland 
Dancing from Catherine Anderson, 

Mollie Anderson and Jessica 
Hiddleston started the 

entertainment for the evening.  

Bobby Jess, a Burns Supper 
favourite who is much in demand, 

held the audience in the palm of 
his hand with his first recitation of 

the night.  This was followed by an 

informative and humorous 
Immortal Memory speech from 

Colin Gibson, focusing on Burns’ 
education as was fitting in a school 

setting.  There was then the 
chance to enjoy William 

Williamson’s musical talent and this 

included a beautiful rendition of 
“My Love is Like a Red Red Rose” 

to a tune specially composed for 
William by Carolyn Sparey. 

A hilarious and memorable 

Toast to the Lassies, delivered by 
Scot Radley, was next on the 

agenda.  Scot paid tribute to the 
fairer sex, “going for it” in his 

words while dressing up for the 
occasion!  Bobby Jess took centre 

stage next as “Tam the Bunnet”, 

delivering this alternative take on 
Burns’ poetry with tremendous 

enthusiasm, flair and energy.   
After a well-supported raffle 

with lots of excellent prizes 

generously donated by local 
businesses and the community, a 

modern take on Highland Dancing 
followed, with Coral Anderson 

joining Mollie and Catherine to 

dance to an exciting up-tempo 
Scottish number.  Finally it was the 

turn of Beth Collins, to reply on the 
behalf of the lassies.  Beth took a 

warm-hearted, humorous and 
friendly pop at the laddies and this 

was well received by the assembled 

audience.   
William drew the proceedings to 

a close with a warm vote of thanks 
to all who have helped make the 

evening such a success, finishing 

the night by asking the audience to 
join hands for the customary “Auld 

Lang Syne”.   

Should Auld Acquaintance Be Forgot 
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Elspeth Nicholson and 
Stephanie Wells, two Sixth 
Year Modern Studies students 
from Wallace Hall Academy in 
Thornhill, spent a week with 
local MP David Mundell  
(Dumfriesshire, Clydesdale 
and Tweeddale) in his London 
parliamentary office.   

Whilst the week started off with 
a tour of the Palace of 

Westminster (including seeing the 

famous cupboard where Emily 
Wilding Davison hid during the 

night of the 1911 census), nothing 
could top the tour of Number 10 

Downing Street.  A senior Civil 
Servant took the students through 

the state reception rooms, up the 

famous “Love Actually” staircase 
with pictures of previous Prime 

Ministers before finishing with the 
opportunity to sit in Winston 

Churchill’s chair.  The trip was 
rounded off with a photo outside 

the famous black door.  The only 

thing missing was a sighting of 

Larry, Chief Mouser of Downing 

Street. 
There were more serious 

moments during the week.  The 

students had front row seats for 
both Scottish Oral Questions and a 

lively Prime Minister’s Questions 
where the topic of Scottish 

Devolution was high on the 

agenda.  Prior to Scottish 
Questions, Elspeth and Stephanie 

were invited to sit in on the pre-
brief whereby senior civil servants 

and political advisors briefed 
David, in his Ministerial capacity, 

on the hot policy topics on which 

tough questions were likely to be 
fielded by opposition MPs.  It was 

an especially topical week as the 
Smith Commission Report was 

published and the students were 

present in the public galleries of 
both the House of Commons and 

the House of Lords as the official 
statements were read out.   

With the 2015 General Election 
on the horizon, the students had a 

conference call with David’s 

Campaign Manager who talked 
them through the logistics of 

running a re-election campaign 
and the growing importance of 

social media in reaching voters.  

This all happened as well as 
attending a lunch hosted by the 

Moderator of the Church of 
Scotland at the Scotland Office 

where Elspeth and Stephanie 

rubbed shoulders with Cabinet 
Ministers, MPs and Peers.  Eleanor 

Laing MP, Deputy Speaker, met 
with the students and heard about 

their experience during the week 
and their future university plans. 

David and his office were 

thrilled to have the students join 
them for the week and were only 

sorry that it could not have been 
for longer.  David commented: “I 

hope that Elspeth and Stephanie 

gained a real insight into the work 
of an MP, both in Westminster and 

in the constituency.  The students 
were enthusiastic and 

knowledgeable and I’m so pleased 
they were able to see first-hand 

the workings of the Westminster 

machine.” 

Our Week in Politics 
report by Elspeth Nicholson and Steph Wells 
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The House of Bernarda Alba 
 

The Higher Drama class put on a production of their set text,  “The House of Bernarda Alba” by 
Federico García Lorca, in the Bailey Hall on Thursday 4th December.  This was an excellent, 

professional performance which was extremely well received by the audience.   The 
performance was filmed, creating a fantastic resource for the future.  Well done to all involved. 

 Bronze Reading Certificates 

S1 pupils being presented with their Bronze Reading Awards by Mr Graham 
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On Saturday 1st November, 
Wallace Hall held a 
community ‘Day of Action’ to 
develop the outdoor area.  

As an all-through school, we 

have a working group dedicated 
to developing outdoor learning 

right across the school from 

nursery through to secondary. As 
a group, we identified the need to 

develop our school grounds to be 
more conducive to outdoor 

opportunities and our first priority 

was to improve the raised beds in 
the playground so they could be 

used by all pupils across the 
school. The beds had become 

very overgrown and were a bit of 

an eyesore though they had the 
potential to be a real focal point 

of the playground.  

 

We were delighted that the 
weather was kind to us and we 

had a good turn out of willing 
volunteers. It took less time than 

we expected to remove the 

weeds and stones from the beds 
which just goes to prove the 

saying “many hands make light 
work” is correct. Armstrong 

Waste Management very kindly 
donated a skip to take away the 

waste which made a huge 

difference to the clearing efforts. 
In no time at all we were 

enjoying a well-deserved cup of 
tea and a cake and discussing the 

best way to maintain these beds 

in the future. 

We are very excited about the 

learning opportunities which can 
come from using these raised 

beds but would be keen to hear 
from anyone who has skills, 

experience or a passion for 

gardening and who might be able 
to work with us in the future. If 

you are interested, please contact 
Sarah McDiarmid at Wallace Hall 

Primary on 01848 332140. 

Day of Action 

Dr Fulton’s S3 Physics class have 
been involved in a creative task to 
construct a model of an atom.  

Ellie Thorburn said:  “Recently in 
class we have been learning about 

radioactivity and how it affects us in the 

real world. Building the atom has helped 
us have a clearer understanding of what 

an atom is made up of.”   
The picture on the right shows some 

of the best examples from Jack, Ellie, 
Caitlin and Jacob. 

Amazing  

Atoms 
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The school Drama Club had a 
visit a few weeks ago from 
Graham Vick. Graham is an 
acclaimed stage performer 
who has earned a phenomenal 
international reputation 
because of his work on stage. 
He has performed on 
numerous UK tours and been 
involved in productions both 
in and out of the West End, 
such as the hit ABBA musical 
‘Mamma Mia!’ in which he 
took on an ensemble role.  

 In addition to his West End 

roles, Graham has performed in a 
season of Rep. Theatre in Scotland 

where he portrayed roles such as 
Freddie Fellowes in ‘Noises Off’. 

He also played a season at 
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre on 

London’s Southbank in 2009. 

Graham was involved in a 

production of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 

during that time, where he 

performed in the chorus and also 

played Abraham and The 

Apothecary.  
Graham is currently staring in 

the renowned West End Musical 

‘Jersey Boys’. He has acted in the 

show before, making this his 

second appearance. He previously 

performed as a member of the 
original London cast when it first 

opened at the Prince Edward 
Theatre in 2008. It is still the same 

show, 6 years later, only a 

different stage.   
Graham’s stage presence, 

impressive vocals and commitment 

to his roles have definitely helped 

us all to work on our roles from 
our school show, ’Oliver!’, and try 

and bring them to life. He got us 

to really think about how we 
would be preforming songs so that 

we could put movement and 

actions into them.  
He sat down and chatted with 

us about the West End and said to 
us that if we were serious about 

going into acting, it wasn't easy. 

He told us that if he auditioned for 
a main part in a production and 

lost out to someone, it was usually 
because they could fill up a 

theatre, not because they were 

better at singing or performing. 
We all learned lots from 

Graham and will definitely be 
putting it into practice during 

rehearsals for ‘Oliver!’.  

Musical Masterclass 
report by Emily Kennedy 
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Primary Two continues to 
receive letters from The 
Friendly Dragon even though 
they are well on the way to 
saving Fairyland! 
One day in November, P2s 
rescue plans took them to 
Drumlanrig Woods.  This 

wouldn’t have been possible 
without the Queensbury 
Initiative (QI) staff, Mrs Wood 
and Miss Peoples. 

In the classroom the children 

had been learning about a number 
of traditional fairy tales.  As the 

setting for some of these is the 
forest they decided to take their 

learning outdoors.  The children 

looked at lots of different trees and 
learned how to recognise them by 

looking at the leaves and seeds 
they produce. 

The heather hut provided 

shelter for snack time and a real 
treat…the fairy tale, Hansel and 

Gretel by torchlight! 

Outside the children collected 
leaves, twigs, branches and 

anything natural lying about to 

create their very own tree art. 
A lot of learning and a whole 

forest full of fun! 

Primary Two’s Quest  

to Save Fairyland 

It won’t be long until three of 
Wallace Hall’s sixth year pupils 
are placed in the Top 40. Sticks 
and Stones, made up of Aiden 
Halliday (lead vocals, rhythm 
guitar and bass drum), Angus 
Bruce (keyboard) and Peter 
Wall (lead guitar and backing 
vocals), released their debut 
record ‘Into The Wild’ recently 
with the Bladnoch-based 
Distilled Records.  

The young musicians 

played at numerous regional events 
throughout the summertime 

including Electric Fields, 

Kirkcudbright Song Festival and 
Eden Festival. The launch of their 

pristine new release, however, 
commenced on Friday, October 3rd 

and Saturday, October 4th with an 

exciting label showcase at Unit 7 
Studios, Bladnoch and an 

impressive sell out gig at Bridgend 

Theatre, Dumfries the following 

evening. The trio, who describe 
their music as ‘delicate and dirty 

folk,’ have been signed with 
Distilled Records for two years 

although have been producing their 

eclectic sound for even longer. It is 
hoped that the group will go from 

strength to strength.  

Sticks and 

Stones 
report by Robert Guthrie 
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Mrs Simpson’s S3 Biology class 
recently enjoyed a visit to 
Nithsdale Fisheries Trust at 
Auldgirth.   

The first thing we learned about 
was the life cycle of a salmon.  

Then we looked at some sea trout 

and salmon in a tank and we 
learned about Electrofishing and 

that brown trout and sea trout are 
the same – brown trout are the 

river version of sea trout and when 

brown trout emigrate to sea they 
become sea trout.   

Next, we got the chance to 
spend some time in the classroom 

where we learned about how to 
protect salmon by, amongst other 

things, preventing the poachers 

knowing where they are.  Finally, 
we went to another room where we 

saw salmon eggs and real life adult 
salmon and we got to hold the 

salmon eggs.  All the class really 

enjoyed the visit - it was a great 

trip! 

Visit to Nithsdale Fisheries 
report by Rory Grant 

After numerous breakdowns and 
lack of heating on their school 
bus, four Wallace Hall Academy 
pupils decided to take matters 
into their own hands and submit 
a petition complaining about the 
standard of their transport.  
Oran Murray, Anna Wilson, 
Irvine Maxwell and Duncan 
Sloan, backed by their parents, 

accused Stagecoach of 
breaching their operating 
contract and said that if “no 
satisfactory solution” was found 
by December 19th, a formal 
complaint would be registered 
with the Scottish Government. 

Their campaign obviously did the 
trick as very quickly they received a 

reply from Douglas Kirkpatrick, the 

Council’s Service Manager, informing 

them that the Stagecoach vehicle 
was no longer fit for purpose and 

would be replaced by a newer 
Dennis Trident double decker. 

The four S1 pupils and their 

parents were delighted that their 
petition had the intended effect and 

that their route has been allocated a 
more modern, more reliable bus. 

Picture below shows Oran, Anna, 
Irvine and Duncan. 

Bus Breakthrough 
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Making the inevitable move 
from Primary 7 (P7) into First 
Year can be somewhat 
daunting but last term, staff 
and pupils at Wallace Hall 
Academy went the extra mile 
to ensure that next year’s 
newcomers will be more than 
comfortable in their new 
surroundings. 

Wallace Hall’s P7 Information 

Evening, held on Monday, 17th 
November, provided pupils with an 

insight into what their futures at 

secondary school may look like 
with the opportunity to talk to 

current pupils and participate in 
some fun class activities. The 

evening also provided parents with 
all the facts about their child’s 

transition from primary to 

secondary school. All visitors were 
also able to tour the state-of-the-

art facilities that the school campus 
provides.  

To find out more about the 

school, a presentation was made in 
the main assembly hall by Head 

Teacher Mr Graham and members 
of the Senior Management Team. 

Adults accompanying the 
prospective students were then 

separated into groups and were 

taken to several short 
presentations from various 

members of staff – each on a 

different aspect of Wallace Hall life. 

In between, there were chances to 
visit the classrooms and see the 

facilities that Wallace Hall offers its 

pupils and staff on a day-to-day 
basis.  

While parents toured the 
building and heard from staff and 

current pupils, P7 visitors gained 

an insight into the content of their 
induction days, scheduled for next 

June. Activities included a trickier 
version of ‘Blind Man’s Bluff’, 

testing the teamwork and 

navigation skills of some of the P7s 
in the Geography Department. In 

Drama with Ms Beynon some of 
the P7s expressed their creative 

sides whilst playing a variety of fun 
games involving mime. In the 

Library, a ‘Who Am I’ challenge to 

test communication skills was on 
the agenda with Mrs Menzies.  

Here pupils were assigned a 
famous person or character’s name 

and had to guess who they were, 

using questions allowing only a yes 
or no answer.  This light-hearted 

activity encouraged the pupils to 
interact and talk to others in their 

group. Science was an obvious 
highlight for pupils.  There they 

spent time working with all sorts of 

chemicals and Bunsen burners to, 
quite simply, make things go bang. 

Art & Design with Mrs Black saw 

pupils get creative, making their 
own greetings cards with pictures 

of animals in an array of colours. 
Miss Stuart introduced Modern 

Studies in an exciting way, 

encouraging pupils to take part in 
a quiz surrounding rights at certain 

ages, culminating in a classic game 
of Modern Studies bingo. Children 

who visited the Physical Education 
department were also in for a 

treat, testing out some of the top-

quality equipment that the newly-
built block boasts. Guided by 

teacher Mr Mack and some of his 
S5/6 Sports Leaders, pupils put 

their trampoline, rowing, biking 

and tchoukball (like handball but 
the ball is hit off two trampettes 

acting as goals) skills into practice.  
In Home Economics with Miss 

Wilson, P7s had great fun making 
penguin cake decorations from 

sugar-paste. Here they used a 

variety of skills and the P7s 
demonstrated real creativity. 

Finally Business Studies teacher 
Mr Arrowsmith had a fun ICT quiz 

in store for his Primary 7 visitors 

and children who made a trip to 
Wallace Hall’s Maths department 

were able to take part in numerical 
puzzles with Mr Davidson. 

Mr Graham, reflected on the P7 

evening by commenting: “All the 
parents and pupils attending were 

very positive about the P7 evening.  
They were impressed by the 

structure of the event and the 
enthusiasm of all involved.  This 

helped to ensure a very successful 

night.  A big thanks to all 
involved.” 

It was evident that all of the 
young people present and their 

parents had a fantastic and 

interesting evening looking around 
Wallace Hall before induction days 

in June. From both parents and 
pupils who attended, feedback 

proved that the evening 
showcased many of the fantastic 

opportunities that Wallace Hall has 

to offer and energised prospective 
students for their educational 

future.  

Wallace Hall Warmly Welcomes 
report by Robert Guthrie 
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Election fever gripped the 
Wallace Hall community 
recently when the whapples 
orchard was shortlisted for a 
funding award courtesy of 
“The People’s Millions”.  “The 
People’s Millions” is a national 
initiative co-ordinated by The 
Big Lottery Fund and ITV in 
order to distribute cash to 
deserving causes in each ITV 
region.  whapples went “head-
to-head” with Gretna 
Community Sport for a portion 
of the overall funding pot, the 
result to be decided by a 
public vote. 

The whapples Board submitted 

their application in order to secure 

the money required to have the 

orchard professionally landscaped, 
complete with paths, benches and 

a sculpture commissioned to 
acknowledge the contribution of 

everyone who has sponsored a 

tree.  
The voting took place on a 

single day but the campaign 
stretched across several weeks.  

The Board campaigned in Wallace 

Hall, our cluster primary schools 
and the local community in their 

attempt to secure the lion’s share 
of the vote.  To extend the 

campaign to a wider audience, the 

Board secured an interview with 
Westsound Radio, an article in 

Dumfries and Galloway Standard 

and a feature on ITV Border News.  

This was an excellent opportunity 
for the pupils involved to gain a 

real insight into how a campaign is 
managed, from the production of 

publicity materials to the delivery 

of whole school assemblies, and 
from how to present to a television 

audience to how to approach 
people on the street in order to 

canvass for votes. 
Unfortunately, whapples lost 

out to Gretna Community Sport 

and the Board were hugely 
disappointed.  However, the 

election process certainly raised 
the profile of whapples and 

generated lots of interest in the 

community orchard.  Not long after 
voting day, pupil board members 

attended the Thornhill Late Night 
Shopping Event and found that lots 

of people knew about whapples 
and about “The People’s Millions” 

campaign.   The pupils involved 

felt that the evening was a great 
success with further tree 

sponsorship secured.  Enthusiasm 
for the landscaping project 

remains high and the quest for 

funding continues. If you know of 
anyone who could help, please get 

in touch with whapples either by 
telephoning Wallace Hall on 

01848332120 or by emailing Jean 

Turner on:  gw13turnerjean@ea. 
dumgal.sch.uk. 

whapples Pipped at the Post 
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On November 26th, two pupils 
from Wallace Hall Academy, 
Shona Buckley and Aleksei 
Wishart, visited Morton 
Cemetery in Thornhill to place 
remembrance crosses on the 
Commonwealth graves of 
some of our local men and 

women who died during World 
War I and World War II.   

The Commonwealth War 

Graves Commission allows those 
who died in both wars to rest 

individually and equally and aims 

to encourage others to respect 
their sacrifice thereby inspiring 

remembrance. The Commission 

also maintains the graves, 
replacing or repairing headstones 

as necessary. In Dumfries and 

Galloway more and more 
cemeteries are now known to have 

Commonwealth War Graves. This 
boosts the local communities’ 

knowledge of the loss local 

families faced during World War I 
and World War II. 

Mr Dillon, Wallace Hall 
Academy Acting Deputy Head, 

Gladys Cuttle, a well-known local 
historian, and Reverend Mills, 

Minister at Thornhill Parish Church, 

accompanied the two pupils to the 
gravesides. The students found 

the experience extremely moving 
and interesting and the experience 

gave them a lot to reflect on.   

Remembering the Fallen 

Charlie Cook’s Favourite Book 

Primary 6 pupils entertained secondary pupils at their House Assemblies recently by performing an adaptation 

of “Charlie Cook’s Favourite Book.”  This was much enjoyed by pupils and staff and it is hoped that there will 
be many more future opportunities for joint primary/secondary assemblies.  
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Doors were opened to Wallace 
Hall’s wider community before 
Christmas as a group of senior 
pupils staged the ultimate 
Christmas extravaganza. 
Team Impresa, winners of the 
University of the West of 
Scotland’s (UWS) Enterprise 
Challenge 2014, transformed 
the school’s Street area, 
canteen and grounds into a 
winter wonderland on Friday, 
December 5th.  

During preceding weeks, all 

registration classes were involved 

in creating ‘stained glass windows’ 
with coloured tissue paper to 

cover the school’s windows in 
preparation for the big ‘switch on’. 

On the evening of the event, 
classrooms were lit up with a 

colourful light display and this was 

followed by a lantern procession 
around the school grounds. Local 

businesses lined The Street with 
tables of their seasonal goods on 

display which was a great chance 

for some last minute Christmas 
shopping, the Bailey Hall was 

packed with fun activities for all 
ages such as face painting and 

Christmas games, Wallace Hall 
Academy’s choir give a short 

performance and local poet Hugh 

McMillan wrote bespoke poetry for 
visitors on the spot.   

Sarah Kerr, one of Team 
Impresa said: “It was absolutely 

fantastic to bring the whole 
community together.  After weeks 

of hard work, we were so pleased 

to see so many businesses setting 
up their stalls in The Street.  

Everyone seemed to enjoy 
themselves and we were delighted 

that so many people came along 

to visit WHApland and get into the 
Christmas spirit.”  

Kerry Fraser, Principal Teacher 
of Pupil Support for Cairn House 

and Business Studies teacher, who 
oversaw the pupils in planning and 

staging the event said: “The team 
were delighted with the support 

from pupils, staff and members of 

the community who all worked 
together to make the night a huge 

success.  I don’t think any of us 
realised the enormity of what was 

in front of us when we won the 

competition in September.  It has 
been a lot of hard work but well 

worth the effort.” 

Impressive Impresa 
Report by Robert Guthrie 
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On Friday the 3rd October 
2014 the Thornhill Scottish 
Country Dancers, two pipers 
and the David Kennedy 
Scottish Dance Band left for 
the south of France to perform 
at a cultural exchange in the 
beautiful city of Nice. 

Mhari Prentice said:  “We had 

to leave the house 
at 3am to get the 

flight at 7am! We 
arrived in sunny 

Nice at around 9am 

and for the first time 
got to meet our host 

families who would 
be looking after us 

over the course of 
the trip. We firstly 

went to the beach in 

Nice for a picnic 
lunch and even got 

a chance to swim in 
the sea (although it 

was very salty). We  

walked up to a view 
point and looked 

down on Nice and the beautiful 
surrounding scenery. Our families 

then took us for a walk through 
the old part of Nice where we 

stopped for some ice-cream. After 

this we returned to our host’s 
houses to relax and have a meal 

before going to play and dance at 

a newly opened venue on the 

outskirts of Grasse.  It was quite 
amazing to dance in such a small 

space but we coped!” 

Becky Walker continued:  “The 
next day our ‘Alba’ group went 

sightseeing around the old town of 
Grasse. We saw the old perfume 

factory, had a look inside the 

Cathedral and saw the amazing 
view of Grasse from the back of 

this beautiful building.  Then our 
families gave us the choice 

whether to stay in Grasse and 

have lunch or go back to their 
homes for lunch and then get 

ready to perform back in the 

town. It was a long afternoon as 

we were expected to perform 
around 3 hours of dancing, 

singing, and piping. We also got 

the audience involved by doing 
the Gay Gordons and a Strip the 

Willow.  Afterwards we all went 
home to get changed into casual 

clothes and we headed to Kirsty 

and Tim’s host family, Mark and 
Rona, for food and a little party.” 

Laura Brown continued:  “On 
the Sunday morning all the host 

families went for a picnic up a 
mountain where all the dancers 

took part in a big game of frisbee 

and rugby which was really fun. 
We then went to host a ceilidh at 

a hall in Grasse where we 
performed a few dances then did 

some traditional dances with the 

French people.  This turned into a 
very interesting game of charades 

as a lot of them did not speak 
much English and we didn’t speak 

much French either. Everyone 
seemed to be happy and enjoy it 

and there was a great atmosphere 

in the hall. Later on we all met up 
at another host’s house for the 

last night. Even though there had 
been a thunder storm during the 

day, that night some of us went 

for a swim in the host’s 
pool – even though the 

temperature was 
freezing!  After enjoying 

another delicious meal, 

we performed a dance 
for the host families 

which they seemed to 
like and then we had a 

sing-song.”  
Sam Murphy concluded:  

“The next morning we 

got up early to pack 
and then it was time to 

say a sad farewell to 
our host families. 

Overall it was a great 

experience for the 
young dancers and yet 

another successful trip for the 
Thornhill Scottish Country 

Dancers. This trip was an amazing 
opportunity and thoroughly 

enjoyed by all. On behalf of all of 

us, I would like to thank Sinclair 
Barbour and Pat Menzies for 

organising this amazing trip.” 

A “Nice” Trip 
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On Monday 15th 
December, five 
Advanced Higher Biology 
students went with Mrs 
Belford to the Biolab at 
Strathclyde University.   

The experiments were to 
support their learning of Cell 

and Molecular Biology, 
amplifying chloroplast DNA 

by PCR to show 
relationships between plant 

species.  Students learned 

new lab techniques and 
even had time to see the 

Christmas lights in 
Glasgow's George square. 

Biology Students visit the Biolab 

An important part of the S6 PSE 
programme at Wallace Hall is 
looking ahead to life beyond 
school and time is set aside for 
finding work placements and 
preparing university applications.  

As part of this process, pupils have 
recently been put in the hot seat 

during a round of mock interviews 
with members of Thornhill and District 

Rotary Club.  After handing in their 
CVs and Personal Statements to 

experienced Rotarians, all S6 pupils 

had an interview organised for them 
during which they were asked about 

themselves, their ambitions, their 
future plans and their strengths and 

weaknesses.   

There is no doubt that these 
interviews are excellent preparation 

for the challenges faced when 
embarking on further education, 

employment or training.   

Rotary Interviews 
report by Robert Guthrie 

Stationery Shop in the Library 
The following items of stationery are for sale in the School Library:  pencils (40p), pens (40p), erasers 

(40p), sharpeners (40p), protractors (50p), highlighters (40p), 15cm rulers (40p), 30cm rulers (40p) 

and 4GB data pens (£9.00).  As a result of pupil demand, scientific calculators (£10.00), headphones 

(£2.50), headphone jacks (50p) and jotters (60p) are also now on sale.   Any profit that is made from 

this venture goes towards purchasing new resources for the Library.   We also accept donations of 

good quality books for our Library, in particular junior fiction, senior fiction and study skills books.  

Please hand any book donations in to Mrs Menzies in the Library.  Any books that are not suitable for 

our shelves will be taken to a charity shop.  Thank you. 
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Excellent examples of Learning and Teaching take place in the classrooms every day at Wallace Hall 
Academy.  The above photographs show just a few activities that have been taking place in Design 

and Technology, Hospitality, Mathematics and Modern Studies recently. 
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Andrew Walker (pictured 
above - third from the right), a 
former pupil of Wallace Hall 
Academy, is taking on the 
challenge of a lifetime in March 
when he will be one of 
fourteen ex-professional and 
amateur rugby players signed 
up for the Artic Rugby 
Challenge.   

Led by Dumfries-born polar 

explorer and adventurer Jock 
Wishart, the team will set off from 

Resolute Bay in Canada to trek a 

hundred miles over seven days 
across the frozen seascape of the 

Artic to reach the Magnetic North 
Pole.  On reaching their 

destination, Andrew and his fellow 

adventurers will don their rugby kit 
to play a full rugby match in an 

attempt to set a new world record 
for the ‘most northerly rugby 

match’ ever played.   
However, the focus of Andrew’s 

mission is far more than simply 

making the journey and playing a 
rugby match on arrival.  He has 

committed to raising £25,000 for 
Wooden Spoon, a rugby charity 

dedicated to helping disadvantaged 

and disabled young people through 
rugby.  The charity is very active in 

Scotland and, since it was founded 

in 1983, over a million children and 

young people have benefitted 
through their life-changing 

projects. 
Twenty seven year old Andrew 

graduated from Newcastle as a 

lawyer in 2009 and now works for 
Eversheds, an international law 

firm based in Manchester.  Having 
grown up on the family farm at 

Closeburn, Andrew has always 
enjoyed the outdoor lifestyle, 

learning to ski when he was seven 

and completing his Duke of 
Edinburgh Gold Award during his 

senior school years at Merchiston 
Castle in Edinburgh.  Later in life, 

Andrew completed a trek to the 

Franz Josef Glacier in New Zealand.  
With his rugby career now ‘winding 

down’, Andrew decided to look for 
a new challenge and jumped at the 

chance to be involved in the Artic 
Rugby Challenge. 

Andrew said:  “Rugby has 

always been a great passion of 
mine and I have learned a lot 

about both hard work and 
teamwork from my playing days 

that started at age 8 in the minis at 

Dumfries Rugby Club.  I continued 
to play all through school and 

university and I currently play for 

Wilmslow Wolves.   
“Wooden Spoon is a charity I’ve 

known about for years and, now I 
am based in Manchester for my 

work, I serve on the committee for 

the North West.   When I heard 
about this awesome challenge it 

immediately appealed to me and I 
wanted to be involved in this once 

in a lifetime opportunity.  The 
challenge presents a fantastic 

opportunity to really push myself 

mentally and physically while 
raising a substantial amount of 

money for a very good cause.” 
In order to promote the Artic 

Rugby Challenge and raise funds 

for the charity, Andrew will be 
visiting Wallace Hall Academy on 

5th March 2015. It is planned that 
he will speak at Assemblies, telling 

pupils more about his forthcoming 
adventure and raising awareness of 

Wooden Spoon. 

Andrew has set up an online 
page at www.just-giving.com/

Andrew-Walker87 where any 
donations, big or small, are 

appreciated by both Andrew and 

Wooden Spoon. 
Barry Graham, Head Teacher, 

said:  “I am pleased to welcome 
Andrew back to Wallace Hall 

Academy to tell us more about the 

Artic Rugby Challenge.  Rugby is a 
sport very close to my heart and I 

am keen to support Andrew in his 
efforts to raise money for Wooden 

Spoon.   
Andrew and all of the others 

signed up for this adventure will 

face enormous challenges on their 
way to the North Pole but the team 

work and camaraderie will be 
fantastic, and the sense of 

achievement in reaching their goal 

enormous.  I would hope that 
pupils, parents and the wider 

community will back Andrew by 
giving generously to this cause.” 

Andrew takes on the  

challenge of a lifetime 
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Christmas Cake Creations 

There was a real festive feel in the Home Economics 
Department  in the last week of term as Miss Wilson’s 
Cake Craft class put the finishing touches to their 
magnificent Christmas Cakes. 

The cakes were baked to a traditional fruit cake recipe that 

has been a favourite in the department for the past few years.   

A layer of marzipan and royal icing followed before they 
were finished off with a combination of royal icing and sugar 

paste decorations. 
Snowmen, penguins and Christmas Trees were sat proudly 

on top of the cakes.  Miss Wilson said:  “I am delighted with the 
finished cakes.  The pupils have all put a lot of thought and 

effort into their decorations and I am sure the cakes will be 

much enjoyed by their families over the Christmas period.”  

P1 pupils recently participated 
in an enterprise project with 
staff at Wallace Hall Academy. 
Using a range of materials, 
they had great fun creating 
Christmas Stars to sell.   

The P1 pupils had lots to say 
about the experience – here are 

some of their comments.  Lexi 

Clingan said:  “I liked making the 
stars so much because I like things 

on Christmas trees.”  Stroan 
Smyth said:  “I really liked my 

purple star because it was for my 
Mum. It was beautiful and 

sparkly.”   

Miriam Graham Clark said:  “It 
was fun painting them and going 

into the big school with Mrs 

Blackburn.”   Neil Paterson said:   
“They are beautiful and colourful.”   

Boyd Allardice said:  “It was 
cool going on the big chairs 

because they are so high up!”  

Abbi Gray said:  “My favourite part 
was decorating them. It was lots 

of fun!” 

P1 are Christmas Stars 
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On Monday morning, 
November 10, P4 were taken 
to Drumlanrig Estate by the 
QI for a woodland walk to 
discover, observe and learn 
about late autumn nature.   
Here are a couple of their 
reports. 

Autumn  Morning  in 
Drumlanrig Woods by 
Charlotte Potter 

At 9:30 we set off on an 

amazing school trip. 

We split into two groups. The 

two groups went on different 
paths so we could meet at the 

middle. On the way the first thing 
we saw was a hazel tree. We 

picked a leaf off the hazel tree. 

Then we went through a gate to 
avoid going over a cattle grid. 

We saw a baby oak tree and a 
fir tree beside each other. We 

picked a leaf from the trees. When 

we were back to the spot we had 
to stand at, Zennor spotted a 

mushroom. Mrs Wood, our group 
leader, took a photo of it. We 

strolled on finding sycamore, 
beech and sweet chestnut trees. 

Then suddenly we stopped to 

listen to a crow croaking away. 
We came to fungi which we 

were told not to touch.  As we 

went on we saw a spider’s web 

dripping with dew. I loved it 
sparkling in the dew! We carried 

on our walk and came to a Red 
Cedar that you could punch and it 

felt like a sponge! They also told 

us in Canada it would be bigger 
and they made them into bridges 

for cars. While we were doing 
what I’ve just told you about the 

other group were doing something 
a little different. 

They had found the same trees 

which they had been shown by 
Miss Peoples, their group leader. 

They also uncovered a sort of trap 
for grey squirrels because they kill 

red squirrels. 

What the trap did was if a grey 
squirrel went through a tree its fur 

would rub off. 
I had an amazing school trip 

with the Queensberry Initiative. 
 

My Woodland Adventure by 
Iona Menzies 

Today, Monday 10th November,  

P4 took a trip to Drumlanrig wood. 
The trip was organised by the 

Queensberry Initiative.  We 

learned so much with Mrs Wood 
and Miss Peoples who were the 

group leaders.  
First we went a walk up a great 

big hill and looked at some 

incredible things on our journey, 
including the red cedar tree, the 

oak tree, the sweet chestnut tree 
and so much more!  When we 

finally finished our amazing walk 
we stopped to have our snack at 

Beech Loch.  We looked at the 

water which was quiet and calm 
and if you listened closely you 

could hear the birds chirping.  It 
was the best woodland walk ever!  

Then we filled in our sensory 

sheet and this is what I wrote: I 
can hear birds. I can smell grand 

fir. I can see lots of trees. I can 
feel the leaves tickling my leg.   

P4 Woodland Walk 
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Pegasus Project 
Pupils in Art and Design have been working on a 
project focusing on the Pegasus statue which sits 
proudly on top of the Cross in the middle of 
Thornhill. 

Ruaraidh Higgins said:  “At the start of the 2nd term we 

studied  Fernand Leger and his paintings. Our teacher then 

asked us to complete a piece of work in a similar style 
featuring the Pegasus statue as well as other interesting 

aspects of Thornhill.  Our class really enjoyed this project 
and some of us even got our pictures framed to give as a 

Christmas present to our parents.”   
Picture on the left shows Erin Leslie and Leah Thomson 

displaying their framed pictures.  The work below is by L- R  

Luke Moore, Mairead Haugh and Ella Cavani. 

Expressive Art 
As part of their Higher and National 5 Art 
and Design course, pupils are required to 
produce pieces of expressive art. 

The three pieces shown here on the right are 
by Poppy McMillan (top left), Amelia Snape (top 

right) and Emily Gibson (bottom).  Poppy has used 

a combination of pencil crayons and ink, Amelia 
has used inktense pencils and Emily has chosen to 

work in watercolour and ink.   

The two pieces above are by Alexandra 

Slepskovska. Alexandra is from Slovakia and will 
be at WHA until after her S4 exams. She has been 

a pleasure to work with in the Art Department 
where she has been contributing both socially and 

artistically, presenting beautiful still life pieces for 

her National 5 folio.  
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Primary Pupils Star in their 

Christmas Show 
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After months of organisation, 
the much-anticipated annual 
Christmas Dances for all year
-groups were a huge success. 
The Christmas dances are 
part of a long tradition at 
Wallace Hall and are very 
well attended by both pupils 
and staff.  For S5/6 pupils the 

added extra of a delicious 
two-course meal cooked by 
Alison Kennedy and her team 
was much enjoyed.  
 Providing the music for the 
senior dance was the David 

Kennedy Scottish Dance Band 
with Jim Gold and his brother 

Tom taking the stage to play for 

the S1/S2 dance and the S3/S4 

dance.  Both bands provided an 
authentic blend of traditional 

music, allowing all to showcase 

their footwork in the fast and 
furious ceilidh dances such as the 

Virginia Reel, the Dashing White 
Sergeant, and the hugely popular 

Orcadian Strip the Willow.  The 

annual Square Tango competition 
is hotly contested with pupils 

perfecting their ballroom skills 
with the aim of reaching the final, 

facing our very own “Strictly” 
panel of judges with the hope of 

achieving the much coveted “four 

tens”.  The PE staff did a 
fantastic job on all three nights, 

calling the dances and making 
sure that the floor was full 

throughout. 

Ailsa Morton, a member of the 
Social Committee organising the 

dances, said: “It was excellent to 
see that this year’s dances have 

caused so much excitement yet 
again. With so many pupils and 

staff attending and some of 

Scotland’s finest musicians 
performing, the dances were a 

huge success and much enjoyed 
by all.” 

Dancing the Night Away 
report by Robert Guthrie 
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On Thursday the 13th of 
November, Wallace Hall’s 
netball teams, travelled to 
Castle Douglas High School to 
compete in the first game in 
the girls’ netball league 
organised by Miss Haile.  

We all played extremely well as 
our team has only recently been 

formed. Niamh Menzies scored 
some spectacular goals and Teigan 

Lord (Goal Defence) deservingly 

won player of the match with 
some fantastic defending against 

Castle Douglas.  
Our next match, our second 

game of the league, was on 

Wednesday the 26th November 

when our teams went head to 
head against Annan Academy.  

After a short, concentrated warm-
up lead by Andy who coaches the 

Dumfries Blues, our Junior A team 

kicked things off with an exciting 
game against Annan’s Junior A 

team. We played really well 
winning 16-2, with Josie Blount 

getting Player of the Match.  
Then it was the turn of the B 

teams. Wallace Hall again played 

extremely well, winning 16-1. The 
Player of the Match in this game 

was Mariam Bayaty.  
Our senior team was next to 

achieve victory. They managed this 

by winning 11-6 with Sophie Lee 

being awarded Player of the 
Match.   

At this point in the season, 
Wallace Hall junior teams are first 

in the league with the seniors 

currently placed third in the 
league.  

Thank you to Mr Graham who 
took time to come and support all 

of the teams. Also thank you to 
Mrs Menzies for taking all of the 

pictures of the games.  

Overall it was a cracking day 
with three wins for Wallace Hall.  A 

special thanks to Miss Haile for 
encouraging us and raising the 

profile of netball at Wallace Hall.  

A Terrific start for the Netball Teams 
report by Kathryn Park and Molly Kitson 

Wallace Hall pupils travelled to Newton Stewart on Thursday 15th January 2015 to compete in 
another netball game. This time it was against Douglas Ewart. The Wallace Hall Junior A and 
Senior team attended. 

As soon as we arrived we had a quick, intense warm-up and just after this it was time for the juniors to 

play. It was a very hard match between the two teams but Wallace Hall came out on top with a final score of 

14-9. The player of the match was Ellie Thorburn. Following this the senior game started. It was again a tough 
match. The final score was 23-15 to Douglas Ewart.  Emma Holden was the player of the match in this game.  

Overall both teams played very well and everyone is looking forward to the next match against Maxwelltown 
High and Dumfries High School which will be played at home. 

Positive progress for our netball squad 
report by Mhairi Watret 
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On Friday 23rd January, the S3 
indoor hockey squad headed to 
Dumfries High School to 
participate in the regional 

indoor tournament for this age 
group.   

The five-aside format produced 
a very high level of hockey resulting 

in some very close matches.  The 

squad of Mia Osborne, Mhairi 
Watret, Molly Kitson, Erin Dobie, 

Caitlin Greenwood, Tyme Milligan, 
Niamh Johstone and Rebecca 

Renton managed to win all of their 

matches against two Annan teams, 
Dalbeattie and Moffat.   

They were convincing winners 
due to being unbeaten, only 

conceding three goals in the whole 
tournament.   

Captain Erin Dobie was 

presented with the trophy at the 
end of a tiring but enjoyable 

tournament.  Mrs Miller was very 
proud of the girls who all played 

their part in achieving this excellent 

result. 
Photograph shows L-R:  Mia 

Osborne, Mhairi Watret, Molly 
Kitson, Erin Dobie, Caitlin 

Greenwood, Tyme Milligan, Niamh 
Johnston and Rebecca Renton. 

Our Hockey Heroines 

On November 12th both the 
under 15s and under 18s girls 
rugby teams competed in an 
all-girls 10s tournament in 
Lochinch.  

We were playing in pool one 

where we had four games in total 
which lasted 15 minutes each. 

There were only three other 
teams: Duncanrig, Largs Academy, 

and Oban - we played Duncanrig 
twice. 

The under 18s team included 

Kelsey Hirst, Sophie Lee, Teigan 
Lord, Alix Muir, Demi Brown, 

Meagan Wood, Sarah Wilson, 

Georgina Wise, Emily Morton, and 
Lauren Johnstone. Our first game 

was around 11am, against Oban, 

which was a very hard game to 
start off the day with. Our team 

worked well together, with very 
decent tackles from Sophie and 

Emily. The second game against 

Duncanrig was a lot more 
aggressive than the first. Although 

it was aggressive, we did win 
which was marvellous. After a 

small break, we played Largs 
Academy with another win. It was 

a match with great tackles, 

especially from Teigan and Kelsey. 
After that game we were a player 

short. When we played Duncanrig 

a second time they only had nine 
players to make it even. Once 

again, we won the game but only 

came in 3rd in the tournament. 
This was because it was judged on 

the amount of tries. We used high 
skills and had good 

communication. There were great 

passes and tackles throughout the 
tournament.  

Miss Haile awarded player of 
the tournament to Kelsey as she 

had strong running during every 
game and made some amazing 

tackles. 

Girls’ Rugby 

On Thursday 11th December, nine pupils from S1-S6 attended a regional table tennis tournament at 
Dumfries Table Tennis Club.  

Everyone enjoyed the day and we had some good results with Irvine Maxwell coming 3rd in the under 13s and 
Ben Murphy coming third in the under 18s. Harry McMenemy and Sam Murphy did particularly well in the senior 

under 18s. All pupils played well and they had a lot of game time.  

Everyone who is interested in table tennis should keep an eye on the PE notice board and listen to the daily 
tannoy as it is hoped to start a lunch time club very soon. 

Table Tennis Tournament 
report by Aaron Grierson and David Broatch 
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On Friday 5th December we headed off 
for Dumfries High School to play in 
the Regional Schools Indoor hockey 
Tournament.  

Our team consisted of Josie Harkness, 

Holly Dobie, Millie Bowie, Heather McKinna, 
Amber Wright, Emily Khan and myself.  We 

all had a great time competing against 
other schools. At the end of the 

tournament we were placed very near the 

top of the table and were extremely proud 
since this was our first competition. Overall 

we had a fabulous experience and next 
time we will come back fighting stronger. 

S1 Indoor  
Hockey  
report by Ines Wood 

On December 5th, the S1 and 
S2 hockey teams piled into the 
minibus and set off for 
Dumfries High School to 
compete in the Indoor Hockey 
Tournament. Everyone was so 
excited to play since it was our 
first tournament of the year!  

We had strong starts in the 

games, with the coaches tracking 
and writing down scores very 

carefully. Firstly S2 played against 
Dumfries Academy and won 2-0. 

The other teams were Dumfries 
High School, Moffat and Dalbeattie. 

At the end of the games, there 

was a prize ceremony. This is 
where we were ranked in order 

from 1-5. We were all very anxious 
to find out the S2 result. They 

started announcing the results, the 

1st and 2nd places were between 
Dalbeattie and WHA. Dalbeattie 

were announced 2nd place leaving 
us the winners of the tournament! 

We collected our trophy and 
couldn't stop smiling on the trip 

back to school. Everyone 

thoroughly enjoyed their day and 
well done to all the schools and 

players, also thank you to everyone 
that was involved in organising the 

tournament!  

We look forward to our outdoor 
tournament which will take place in 

March. 

S2 Hockey Champions 
report by Emily Kennedy 
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On Saturday the 6th of 
December, 53 pupils and 5 
members of staff (organised by 
Mr Frew) went on a trip to see 

the mighty Stoke City play at 
home to Arsenal.  

Before the match everyone had a 
tour around Old Trafford which was 

good and we enjoyed a few bad 
jokes from the tour guide. We then 

spent some money in the Trafford 
Mega Store. After the tour everyone 

got back on the bus and travelled to 
the Britannia Stadium. In the pre-

match build up, all the pupils were 

flag bearers.  
During the match they all had 

some great banter with the Stoke 
fans showing the Gunners fans who 

were boss. It was a good first half 

having the home side up 3-0. The 
Gunners then retaliated with two 

goals but Stoke kept the score at 3-
2. It was enjoyed by all (apart from 

Arsenal Fans in the group) and it 
was a great trip. 

Stoke City Football Trip 
report by Duncan and Thomas Wright   

Wallace Hall Pupils Achieve Gold 
 

Three of our keen swimmers have 
recently achieved gold medals for 
their performance in the pool. 

Gemma McLeod, Alix Muir and Euan 
Murgatroyd competed at the Scottish 

Schools’ Swimming competition held at 

DGOne in November.  All of them swam 
really well, each winning a number of 

medals in their respective categories, 
setting new records in the process. 

Alix said:  “I was really pleased to 
win two gold medals and a silver medal 

at the championships.  Achieving makes 

all the early morning training sessions 
worthwhile.” 

David Dillon, Acting DHT and 
Principal Teacher of PE, Home 

Economics and Health and Wellbeing 

added:  “I am really impressed by 
Gemma, Alix and Euan’s success in the 

pool and was delighted to be able to 
present them with their medals.” 

Photograph on the left shows Mr 
Dillon with Gemma and Alix - Euan is 

unfortunately missing from the 

photograph as he was out of school that 
day.  
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On the 15th of November, 
thirty eight pupils visited 
Murrayfield to watch Scotland 
vs. New Zealand.  Four staff 
and four parents accompanied 
the pupils on the thriller that 
ended 16-24 to the visitors. A 
crowd of 66000 attended the 
game.  

The atmosphere started to 

build as the pre-match 
entertainment kicked off, a 

fantastic light show lifted the 
spirits of both sets of fans. The 

stadium erupted as “Flower of 
Scotland” began. This was 

followed by the traditional Haka by 

the All Blacks, drowned out by the 
home fans’ singing the “Bonnie 

Banks o’ Loch Lomond”.  
An early try from Victor Vito 

gave New Zealand the lead at 10 
minutes. Murrayfield was soon to 

be buzzing again as Tommy 

Seymour intercepted McCaw’s pass 
and ran 20 metres to the try line. 

Laidlaw was there to convert. 
Scotland battled until the 27th 

minute where Dan Carter landed 

two penalties to put New Zealand 
11-7 up. Laidlaw was there again 

to score a penalty at the other 

end, but again Carter struck back 
with a penalty, to leave Scotland 

trailing at the break, 14-10. It took 
five minutes for Scotland to score 

again, Laidlaw scored his second 

penalty of the game to close the 
gap on the All Blacks. Carter was 

later substituted in the second 
half; this meant Slade would take 

the kicks for New Zealand.  Slade 
made an immediate impact, 

converting a penalty to give New 

Zealand a 17-13 lead. It had been 
the closest Scotland had been to 

the All Blacks since the half way 
stage and, despite a 3rd Laidlaw 

penalty, the game was slipping 

away from them. In fact, these 
were to be the last points Scotland 

would put on the board as Thrush 
scored a final New Zealand try and 

ruined Scotland’s chance in 
history. 

Many thanks to Dr Fulton and 

the rest of the accompanying 
parents and staff for allowing us to 

watch the best team in the world 
play rugby. 

Scotland v New Zealand 
report by Ross Bell and Owen Davies 

On Wednesday the 10th of 
December two senior basketball 
teams (boys and girls) travelled 
to Dumfries High School. 

The girl’s team played against 

two other schools: Castle Douglas 

and Dumfries Academy, playing 

each team twice. We finished up 

winning two games out of four 
resulting in us finishing in second 

place. 
The Boys team played against 

Dumfries Academy and St. Joseph’s 

College also playing each team 

twice. We won one game out of 

four, narrowly missing out on the 
semi-finals by just one basket. This 

resulted in us playing in a 5th/6th 

play-off game with Castle Douglas in 
which we were triumphant. This 

epic encounter, concluded in the 
team proudly coming home with 5th 

place - a tremendous achievement 

for the teams. 

Basketball News 
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On Thursday the 20th of November, seven 
pupils from S1 took part in the Dr Turner’s 
hockey tournament.  

The team members were Sam Godfrey, 

Steven Smith, David Broatch, Lukas Andreason, 

Lee Wood, Finlay Bainbridge and Aidan Dobie. 
Unfortunately there were only two other teams 

in the tournament and they were St Joseph’s 
College and Moffat Academy.  

Each team had to play their opponents twice 

due to the lack of teams. Wallace Hall played all 
their games and were unbeaten in the 

tournament. It was the first time anyone had 
won the trophy so it was good to be first. 

Second place was St Joseph’s College and 
Moffat came third.  

                            

S1 Hockey  
Triumph  

report by Finlay Bainbridge 

S2 Boys’ Hockey Teams 

S2 Wallace Hall Boys’ A Hockey Team S2 Wallace Hall Boys’ B Hockey Team 

As part of the ongoing regional and club development of boys’ hockey, Wallace Hall managed to enter 
two S2 teams into the recent inaugural regional boys’ hockey tournament.  All the boys enjoyed taking 

part in the hockey development day and hopefully will progress to club competitions. 

S1 Wallace Hall Boys’ Hockey Team 
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I was delighted to be asked to 
take on the role of Chair of the 
Parent Council for Wallace 
Hall Academy and look 
forward to getting into 
harness as the new calendar 
year advances.  I will do my 
best to serve the school and to 
work with the Primary School 
Parent Council, so that, 
through our joint efforts, we 
can achieve the best for our 
children and young people, for 
the staff, the whole school 
and the wider community.  

These are exciting and also 

challenging times for the school 
and for the wider educational 

world. We need to match our day 
to day concerns with how the 

school is run to the wider 

environment in which we operate.  
I have noted the appointment of a 

new Cabinet Secretary for 
Education and Lifelong Learning 

and I hope that like her 
predecessor, she may pay a visit 

to Wallace Hall and see some of 

the terrific things that are 
happening here.  

Wallace Hall Academy is a good 
school; many of us would say a 

very good school. But what can 
make it better? How can we 
develop new approaches to 

learning and teaching, to 
community engagement, to extra-

curricular activities that mark us 
out as a great school?  Our 
children pass through school only 

once, how can we give them a 
special experience that will equip 

them for the rest of their lives in a 
rapidly changing world? 

These are some of the 

questions I would like to explore in 
my role as Chair of the Parent 

Council.  
I will also try to be alert to day 

to day things. I am sure many 

parents will share my concern for 

issues around traffic flow and 
parking at the school during busy 

times. That is something I would 
like to see tackled with a degree of 

urgency – before a serious 

accident occurs. 
I have two young members of 

my family at Wallace Hall: Miriam 
(5) is in P1. Hugh (13) is in S2.  

Since 2009 I have been Director of 
the University of Glasgow, 

Dumfries Campus.  I have 

particular interests in the transition 
from primary to secondary 

schooling and the transfer from 
school to college or university.  I 

am also excited about the many 

opportunities we have to increase 
the employability of our young 

people.   
Over the next few months I will 

be getting to know more about the 
work of the Parent Council and 

what it can achieve. I am very 

much looking forward to working 
with Mr Graham and his 

colleagues. If you have any 
concerns or ideas to share, please 

do get in touch with me via the 

school. 
 

Professor David Clark  

Wallace Hall Academy Parent Council 

We hope you enjoy our first school newsletter of 2015.   

 

It is packed with articles and photographs highlighting all the good things taking place at Wallace 

Hall along with features focusing on the achievements of our pupils and staff.  We are always really 

pleased to report on the good news that is happening in our school and publish information about 

the many, varied interests and attainments of our young people.   

Wallace Hall is now a 2 - 18 school and we are delighted to include articles from all stages.  It is 

hoped to build on this in future editions by regularly including news, articles and photographs from 

the Primary, the Nursery and our Cluster Primaries as well as the Academy thereby ensuring that 

the publication meets the needs of everyone involved with Wallace Hall.   

If you have taken part in a competition, have an interesting hobby or if you have any pieces of 

work that you are proud of and would like published, please speak to Mrs Menzies in the Library 

and she will help with articles and photographs. 

As ever, a big thank you to all pupils, staff, parents and members of the community who have 

submitted articles and photographs for publication.  Thank you also to everyone who has helped 

proof-read and edit our newsletter.  
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