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Our Half Marathon Heroes 

Dr Fulton, Mr Mack, Mr Graham and Mr Miller after winning the  

Queensberry Half Marathon team competition.  Full report and  
more pictures inside 

whapples match funding 
Trevor Jones, whapples board 

member, has very generously 
match funded the fundraising 

efforts of the pupil board mem-
bers over the past few months. 

Mr Graham was also pleased at 
the amazing success of the whap-
ples funding drive and has also 
match funded their efforts from his 
discretionary funds.   

The photograph shows Trevor 
handing over his cheque to board co
-chairperson Caitlin Murray and 
board members Sarah Kerr and Ali-
sha Flannighan watched by Mr Gra-
ham.  The whapples pupil board 
raised in excess of £760 between 
October and Christmas. 
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Two local businesses and Dum-
fries and Galloway College have 

made it possible for a group of 
our young people to advance 

their engineering skills in a mo-
tor vehicle course being held in 

Thornhill.   

Phil Cubbon, DHT, was very 
pleased to accept an offer from 
Dumfries and Galloway College to 
send a tutor Shaun McEwan twice 
weekly to Wallace Hall Academy to 
deliver theory and practical instruc-

tion to a group of senior pupils who 
are keen to learn more about the 
intricacies of the motor car engine.   

Space and facilities to allow the 
class to get the necessary hands on 
experience for the course were also 
kindly offered by Kenneth March-

bank of Walter Marchbank, Haulage 
Contractors, in their new premises 
at the former roads depot in Nith-
bank, Thornhill.  Having a location 
so near to the school has meant that 

pupils are not required to travel long 
distances to gain practical skills. 

Vehicles for the course have 
been kindly supplied by Ivor Wil-
liamson of Rosefield Salvage.  Ivor 
has generously delivered several 
vehicles to the site for the class to 
work on.   

Without the generous support of 
Dumfries and Galloway College, 
Kenneth Marchbank and Ivor Wil-
liamson this course could not have 
gone ahead.  We are really grateful 
for their support and for giving our 
pupils the opportunity to experience 
vocational learning in their own 
community. 

Community support for our 

motor vehicle students 
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On Wednesday 10th October a ‘Wellie Walk’ 

was held at Wallace Hall Academy.  Organ-
ised by the Charities Committee, the event 

was based around a festival themed non-
uniform day and a 2 mile walk where pupils 

marched proudly in wellies of various col-

ours and designs.  
Music was performed in the Bailey Hall by 

‘Sticks and Stones’ and a bake sale was held by 
whapples at break and lunchtime. Pupils also took 
part in wellie football, wellie hockey, three-legged 
wellie races and a wellie toss. There was even 
splat the teacher.  

Overall the day was a huge success amongst 
both teachers and pupils who all enjoyed them-
selves thoroughly.  A grand total of £1103.04 was 
raised for the Charity ‘Farm Africa’ which works 
towards reducing poverty in countries such as 
Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania.   

More pictures on the next two pages. 

Wellie Walk 
report by Emma F Sloan 

Stationery Shop in the Library 
The following items of stationery are for sale in the School Library:  pencils (40p), pens (40p), erasers (40p), 

sharpeners (40p), protractors (50p), highlighters (40p), 15cm rulers (40p), 30cm rulers (40p) and 4GB data pens 
(£9.00).  As a result of pupil demand, scientific calculators (£10.00), headphones (£2.50), headphone jacks (50p) 
and jotters (60p) are also now on sale.   Any profit that is made from this venture goes towards purchasing new 
resources for the Library.   We also accept donations of good quality books for our Library, in particular junior 
fiction, senior fiction and study skills books.  Please hand any book donations in to Mrs Menzies in the Library.  

Any books that are not suitable for our shelves will be taken to a charity shop.  Thank you. 
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Charity Wellie Walk 
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Charity Wellie Walk 
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S1 Wonderful S1 Wonderful S1 Wonderful S1 Wonderful 
Writing WorkshopWriting WorkshopWriting WorkshopWriting Workshop    

report by Marianne Nicholson 

Keen writers in S1 enjoyed a 
visit from writer Gary Bonn. 

About 25 creative writers from 
S1 were invited to take part in a 

workshop with him recently.  

Novelist and editor Gary gave us 
six minutes to write a story 
beginning and then asked if any of 
us wanted him to read them out. 

Not surprisingly at the beginning we 
were a bit dubious. He read 
someone’s opening paragraph aloud 
and then he made several 
comments, some of them critical. At 
that point loads more hands shot 
up. Everyone wanted him to give 
them the same treatment.  

We read the beginning of his 
new book Expect Civilian Casualties 
and discussed the opening, the hook 
and description. The book is about a 
boy living on a beach who hasn’t 
communicated with the outside 
world for years. Then an unusual 
girl comes along out of the blue, 
Jason names her Anna. It is an 
unusual love story. If you want to 
know more, read it for yourself! 

Gary then went on to talk about 
a technique he calls “show instead 
of  tell”. This is where you change a 
sentence to make it  more 
descriptive than just saying exactly 

what happened.  For example ‘He 
walked through the door’ can be 
changed into ‘He slowly edged open 
the battered door hanging from one 
hinge to reveal nothing but an old 
chest covered in dust’.  

This writing workshop was a very 
interesting experience for all of us. 
I’ve never heard someone talk about 
someone’s writing the way he did. It 
was a new way of thinking about it 
for all of us and it really encouraged 
us to do more fiction writing.  

Creative 

Writing Tips 
Gary also v isi ted Mrs 

McMillan’s S2 class to share 
tips on writing. It was a great 

experience learning from a 
professional author who has written many books, 

including his intriguing new young adult novel, 

Expect Civilian Casualties.  Gary gave us lots of 
helpful writing tips, such as how to hook the 

reader, “show instead of tell” and how to avoid 
what Gary called “dead writing”.   

He also encouraged us to enter a national creative 
writing competition, the Pushkin Prize, and offered to 
critique our work for it.  As you can imagine we had a 
lot of questions for Gary – and we got some brilliant and 
unexpected answers, such as “stories don’t always have 
to end.”  Meeting Gary gave us lots of ideas to help our 
creative writing skills.  You can read a selection of our 
work in the next newsletter.  In the meantime here are 
some tasters: 
 

I don’t know where I am.  Maybe in a forest? There’s 
a lurid darkness which clusters itself menacingly 
beneath the trees, oozing a palpable sense of 
foreboding which grows with each footstep I take…
(Caitlin Harley) 

 

I’m on a beach.  It’s dark, but I can hear waves 
softly lapping the shore.  The moon is reflected on the 
horizon.  And there’s a new sound. Scuffling; hard 
breathing.  It’s a man, running and running.  He’s 

shouting something, but I don’t want to hear. I scrunch 
myself into a ball, and press my hands tightly over my 
ears, clenching my eyes so tightly shut they hurt.  The 
man is still screaming…  (Josie Fairley Keast) 

 

I heard him before I saw him.  Sharp footsteps 
clicking on the hard floor.  I wanted to see, but a piece 
of black cloth was wrapped around my eyes, so tightly 
that my head was pounding.  His hot breath tickled the 
back of my neck as he leant forward to whisper in my 
ear. “Where is it?” he repeated…   (Lorna Rideout) 

 

As I ran across the sandy surface, a silhouette came 
into view through the droplets of smirry rain.  It looked 
like a man.  It looked very much like he was walking 
towards me…  (Liam Robertson) 

 

Chris lay next to the wall, vulnerable and almost 
lifeless.  He was only vaguely aware of the flashing, the 
bullets, the pain and the death.  He saw his comrades 
fall, just as they had seen him fall.  He lifted his hand to 
impede the blood but winced as he felt a searing pain in 
his upper arm…   (Niall Holden) 
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Wallace Hall Academy recently 

staged its Queensberry Half 
Marathon, Drumlanrig Demon 

10k and 3k Fun Run for the 
third time in the stunning 

au tumna l  g r ounds  o f 
Drumlanrig Castle. The crisp, 

dry weather raised everyone's 

spirits and enabled athletes of 
all ages, including children and 

adults from all areas of 
Scotland, to perform to the 

best of their abilities. 

Alex McEwen acted as official 
starter and each race was 
announced by Ian Wilson, both 
former teachers at Wallace Hall 
Academy and respected figures in 
and around the community. Jim 
Calendar kindly volunteered as 
race referee and all three did a 
great job.  

Events First Aid and Raynet did 
a sterling job - particularly as a 
couple of runners injured their 
ankles as they made their way 
round the courses. Runners 
commented on how full of 
encouragement the Raynet 
volunteers were.  

All the races attracted a lot of 
participants, with over 50 
attending the Fun Run, around 80 
taking part in the Drumlanrig 
Demon 10k and approximately 45 
running the Queensberry Half 
Marathon. 

The Castle View Fun Run, the 
shortest but nevertheless an 

exciting route taken by runners of 
all ages, was keenly contested and 
many achieved very acceptable 
times. In first place was Annabel 
Harte with her dad, second was 
Niall Gauld, and finishing third was 
Vicki Harte.  

An equally interesting route, 
but a bit more challenging, was 
the Drumlanrig Demon 10k. For 
the second year running (if you 
will forgive the pun), Dumfries 
Running Club’s David Parrish 
finished in first place with a time of 
38 minutes and 50 seconds. In 
second place was Gavin Hogarth of 
Killie Striders and third was Jim 
Buchanan, another Dumfries 
Running Club member, who also 
took the Male Veterans prize.  

Taking the 10K Female award, 
again for the second successive 
year, was ex-Wallace Hall pupil 
Steph Lawrie who knocked a full 
minute off last year’s time. The 
Female Veteran award was won by 
Sylvia Mulholland, while Terry 
Mulholland carried off the Junior 
10k trophy. 

Competitors in this year’s 
Queensberry Half Marathon put up 
an equally good contest. Coming 
home in first place was Liam 
Harkness, in second was Gary 
Kilpatrick of Ron's Runners, and 
Malcolm Lyons finished third, 
making him the first male veteran 
home. The Female prize went to 
Julie Oswald of Haddington and 

East Lothian Pacemakers, and Julie 
also took the Female Veterans 
prize. Fraser Keegan snatched the 
Junior award.  

Diane Jarvie, School Support 
Manager at Wallace Hall and Race 
Administrator, commented: “What 
a fantastic day and the weather 
made all the difference! The 
sunsh ine  showed of f  the 
spectacular scenery throughout the 
routes and spurred all of the many 
runners. Our event was sponsored 
by Tesco and E4D&G this year and 
we are very grateful to them for 
their support.  

“I would like to particularly 
thank the Duke of Buccleuch and 
his staff for allowing us to hold our 
event on the Drumlanrig estate, 
and a special mention goes to 
Brian Hammond (Hammy) for 
being so helpful and cheerful when 
supporting us on the day. A warm 
thanks also to the organising 
committee, in particular Annie 
Stoddart and her husband Mark, 
Danny Queen and Shaun Graham, 
and also to Lauren Hyslop. Without 
her I would never have survived! 
And last but certainly not least our 
gratitude goes to our volunteers 
and marshals who did such a 
fantastic job on the day. I was 
particularly encouraged by their 
cheerful dispositions and nothing 
was too much trouble for them. 
We received some very positive 
feedback from runners and 
helpers, all of them commenting 
on the quality of our volunteers – 
well done to all of you.” 

It is evident that once again the 
W a l l a c e  H a l l  A c a d e m y 
Queensberry Half Marathon, 
Drumlanrig Demon 10k and Fun 
Run were a big success. In fact, 
it's an event that could run and 
run! 

Half Marathon runs well 
report by Robert Guthrie 
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Queensberry Half Marathon, 10k and Fun Run 
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Queensberry Half Marathon, 10k and Fun Run 
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On the 16th November S4, S5 and S6 

students studying Hospitality worked 
through a Food Hygiene course led by 

Matthew Aitken from Underwood 
Consulting.  The course covered all 

aspects of safe preparation and 

storage of food which would be 
required in the hospitality industry.   

Fifteen students were successful in the 
assessment and will be awarded a 
certificate from The Royal Environmental 
Health Institute of Scotland. The pictures 
show use of the light box for checking the 
effectiveness of hand washing and our 
model demonstrating the latest fashion in 
protective clothing! 

Food Hygiene Course for our Hospitality Students 

Parents of pupils in S4, S5 and 

S6 recently attended the first 
'How to Pass' evening held at 

Wallace Hall Academy. This 
was specifically designed for 

pupils in the year of 

presentation for the SQA 
courses they are currently 

studying.  The aim of the 
evening was to inform parents 

about ways in which they can 
best support their child with 

their learning at home as they 

progress throughout the year. 
The evening was well 

attended with evaluations 
from parents, pupils and staff 

c learly indicating how 

beneficial the event was in 
helping ensure that parents 

are aware about how they can 
become actively involved in 

their child's learning. 
Numerous sessions were 

offered throughout the evening 
with a wide range of Intermediate, 
Higher and Advanced Higher 
sessions on offer. Teachers 
delivered short presentations 
giving useful information and 
advice about how parents could 
support their son or daughter with 
their subjects this year. A short 
question and answer session 
followed allowing parents the 
opportunity to ask specific 

questions about the best way to 
ensure their child maximises their 
potential.  To support this teachers 
had prepared information booklets 
which were issued to parents 
attending. 

Phil Cubbon, Depute Head 
Teacher, said:  “The 'How to Pass 
Evening' was undoubtedly a 
success and will go a long way to 
help raise individual pupil 
attainment and allow success in 
the final SQA exams.  The role of 

parents in supporting their child’s 
l e a r n i n g  s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
underestimated.  The ‘How to Pass 
Even ing ’  was a  fantas t i c 
opportunity for parents to work 
with subject specialists on how 
best to ensure that their son/
daughter is prepared for success.   
The whole evening embodied our 
school motto of ‘working together 
to achieve more’.  We intend that 
the evening will become an annual 
event and we would hope to see 
even more parents attending next 
year; we look forward to seeing 
you there!” 

How to Pass Evening 

At the “How to Pass” evening  it was stressed that parents should 

encourage their son or daughter to read good quality newspapers.  
This develops literacy skills which will be useful for all 

examinations.  Picture above shows Mr Cubbon encouraging our 
S6 pupils in the library to do just this. 
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Moving 
Remembrance 
in Closeburn 

report by Robert Guthrie 

This year’s Remembrance Day 
commemorations in the 

Nithsdale village of Closeburn 
near Thornhill had an extra 

element. Thanks to the hard 

work of volunteers, trees 
planted to honour the fallen of 

World War II have been 
renovated and memorial 

plaques replaced.  
The service, which was attended 

by His Grace the Duke of Buccleuch,  
Elaine Murray MSP, The Rt Hon 
David Mundell MP, and Cllr Andrew 
Wood marked the sixty-fifth 
anniversary of the planting of trees 
to honour the 22 former  Wallace 
Hall Academy pupils who died 
serving their country during World 
War II.  

 In 1947, commemorative trees 
were planted in the school field next 
to the Academy’s former building, 
now the site of Closeburn Primary 
School. Unfortunately, over the 
years the plaques on the trees had 
fallen into disrepair, and one tree 
needed to be replaced.  

 Funding from the Scottish 
Community Foundation Scottish 
Hydro Clyde (Dumfries & Galloway) 
Community Fund via the Nith Valley 
Leaf Trust enabled the area to be 

renovated and, thanks to the 
generosity of local event organiser 
Jayne Thomas, a new tree has been 
donated, commemorating Alexander 
Malcolm Rogerson, a former 
Academy pupil.  

 Jayne has worked tirelessly to 
ensure everything was ready for the 
memorial service and with the help 
of two researchers, and lots of local 
knowledge, 20 families of the fallen 
were traced. Most were able to 
attend the Remembrance Day 
event. She said:  “When I started 
this project back in February the 
trees were just trees, then they 
became people, with lives and 
history, and now they have families. 
This has been such a fulfilling and 
pleasurable experience for me, and 
I will always remember it with 
fondness. I was delighted that so 
many people were able to attend on 
Sunday 11 November and pleased 
the weather was kind to us.” 

 On Sunday morning families of 
the fallen pupils, together with 
members of the community and 
pupils of Wallace Hall Academy, 
assembled firstly at the Closeburn 
War Memorial where the laying of 
wreaths took place. During a service 
in Closeburn Parish Church, current 
Wallace Hall pupils read out the 
names of the fallen and candles 
were lit to remember them.  

 After the service, a separate 
commemoration event was held in 
the school playing field at 
Closeburn. Eric McKie, a pupil of the 
school in 1947, planted the new 
tree honouring Alexander Malcolm 
Rogerson, laid a wreath and was 
presented with a photograph of him 
as a gift.  

 In crisp, sunny weather, 
members of the public attending the 
event were able to walk in the 

school playing field  to see the 
newly planted tree, and The 
Reverend Bill McKenzie of Closeburn 
Parish blessed them before inviting 
other wreaths to be laid.   

 Wallace Hall Academy pupils 
played a large part in the ceremony 
in the school playing field. Pupils 
performed a variety of music in the 
peaceful setting. Becky Walker 
played her bagpipes and led families 
to the trees.  Angus Bruce and Beth 
Johnstone performed ‘The White 
Cliffs of Dover’ and the Wallace Hall 
Brass ensemble performed ‘Where 
Earth Meets The Sky’ as well as ‘The 
Last Post’ to commemorate soldiers 
all over the world. Elizabeth 
Smithard also read John McCrae’s 
‘In Flanders Fields’, a touching 
addition to the programme of 
remembrance.  

Afterwards, Elaine Murray MSP, 
The Rt Hon David Mundell MP, Cllr 
Andrew Wood and Deputy Head 
Teacher of Wallace Hall Academy 
Mark Turner spoke. In turn, they 
praised the work of Jayne Thomas 
for organising such a moving event, 
and gave their own reflections of 
remembrance.  

Now, the legacy of the new trees 
and the renewal of remembrance 
for the fallen of Closeburn will 
remain in the hearts of the 
community for years to come. 
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The Holocaust Educational Trust offered two sixth 
year students from each school in Scotland the 

opportunity to take part in the ‘Lessons from 
Auschwitz’ programme.  As part of Advanced 

Higher History Rebecca Moodycliffe and Ailie 

Bryson were fortunate enough to be selected to 
go.  

The trip was to include a one-day visit to the 
extermination camps in Poland, where the Nazi genocide 
took place.  To benefit fully from the experience, the 
Trust also held two orientation seminars: one to prepare 
and one to follow up.  The first seminar included 
learning about pre-war Jewish life and we also got the 
fantastic opportunity to hear from a Jewish Holocaust 
survivor:  Ziggy Shipper.  This was an exceptional 
experience that moved the entire room.  We were quite 
unable to comprehend the tragedy and hatred he had 
experienced in his life, whilst before us stood a man that 
had been able to have a contented family life beyond 
the horrors he had experienced.  He did not want 
sympathy, he did not want empathy, he wanted to 
educate.  He wanted people to learn. By educating the 
youth he was trying to ensure such malice should never 
happen again.  It was truly unbelievable just how close 
he had come to death on a number of occasions.  Luck: 
that was all he could describe it as.  

The visit took place on the 4th of October.  Once we 
had landed in Poland we were taken by coach to 
Oświęcim: a pre-war Jewish town.  This allowed us to re
-humanise the people as individuals and also understand 
their life before the war.  We visited a synagogue which, 

to us, represented the community and the friendship 
that existed between the victims.  Moreover, it 
illustrated how normal, innocent people were persecuted 
merely for their beliefs.   

Our first camp visit was to ‘Auschwitz 1’.  Here we 
were able to see registration documents of individuals 
who had been taken to the camp, shoes, toothbrushes, 
suitcases and other personal belongings.  We were also 
taken into a room where a large glass cabinet, probably 
of similar dimensions of a classroom, completely 
dominated the room.  As we looked into the cabinets we 
tried to distinguish what was in them. It was dark and 
murky.  Then it hit us:  piles upon piles of human hair.  
It was absolutely harrowing thinking that these actually 
represented real people.  Moreover, the tragedy of it 
was that these hundreds of piles didn’t even represent 
4% of the people exterminated there.  It worsened as 
you looked in and saw pigtails still tied by coloured 
bows, clearly from an infant.  The complete disregard 
for human life was extraordinary as situated in the 
corner was an example of how they ‘re-cycled’ the hair.  
They made it into army uniforms.   

We also visited ‘Auschwitz Birkenau’.  This is the 
camp most people commonly associate with the word 
“Auschwitz” and where the vast majority of people were 
murdered.  We were able to see the remnants of 
barracks, crematoria and gas chambers.  We could see 
how the Nazis had tried to destroy the evidence of the 
chambers as the rubble chewed and scared the ground.  
We were allowed to visit one of the chambers in the 
children’s barracks which evoked both anger and pain 
from us both.  The lack of space inside was incredible as 
we were told how many people were crushed into them. 
The tour of Birkenau culminated with a memorial 
ceremony held next to the destroyed crematoria II, led 
by Rabbi Barry Marcus of the Central Synagogue.  With 
a moment to reflect we realised just how emotionally 
drained the day had made us.  Yet, the tiredness, 
exhaustion and the pain we had felt were of no 
comparison to the suffering they mercilessly endured.   

Auschwitz was a phenomenal experience for both of 
us and we hope you have got a taste of what it was like. 
However, this simply does not do it justice as ‘hearing is 
not like seeing’.  Please feel free to approach us and ask 
us about our experience as we witnessed so much it is 
hard to condense it into words.   

Visit to Auschwitz 
report by Rebecca Moodycliffe and Ailie Bryson 
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Over 70 students from Wallace 
Hall Academy’s sixth year were 

put through their paces at the 
recent programme of mock 

interviews carried out by a team 

of 12 Rotarians from the 
Thornhill and District Club.  

The school part of the programme 
was organised by Kerry Fraser, 
Principal Teacher of Pupil Support. 
Rotarian Frank Williamson said: “It 
was a pleasure to organise this on 
behalf of my club. Our team who 
interviewed the students were most 
impressed by the performance of the 
students. The efforts of their teachers 
in preparing the students for interview 
had clearly paid off.” 

Picture shows student Mark 
Gallagher being interviewed by 
Rotarian Ian Morrison with other S6 
students, Rotarians and Head Teacher 
Barry Graham looking on.  

Interviewing for the future 
report and photograph by Gordon Neilson,  

Thornhill Rotary Club 

Helping out with Hospitality 

Hospitality pupils at Wallace 

Hall Academy have recently 
been lucky to work with 

award winning local chef, 
Tony Budde.   

Tony, who also supports pu-
pils as one of our Queensberry 
Initiative mentors,  spent time 
demonstrating some of the finer 
skills and attention to detail re-
quired to take food to a high 
level of presentation.  The pic-
tures show Tony making and 
piping choux pastry, helped  by 
Alistair Haining and David 
Kilgour. 

On Tuesday 30th October, 14 S2 Business Management 

pupils paid a visit to The Moniaive Chocolatiers.  Busi-

ness owner Liz Cole gave pupils a tour of the shop and 

production facility.  Here they learned about the time 

consuming process of making luxury hand-made choco-

lates.  Pupils were particularly interested in how the 

famous Tartan Chocolates were made.  Liz also shared 

her experience of setting up her own business and 

some of the challenges it has presented.  The trip was 

rounded off by pupils putting the chocolate to the taste 

test – everyone agreed it was delicious!! 

S2 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT CLASS VISIT MONIAIVE CHOCOLATIER 
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Artistic achievements were celebrated 

recently through an evening of Art and 
Drama held in Wallace Hall Academy on 

Thursday 15th November.  The evening 
was organised by Anna Beynon, our new 

Learning Leader of Expressive Arts.   

A fantastic selection of pupils’ art work was 
on display in The Street and the Higher Drama 
class performed eleven original plays that they 
wrote as part of their coursework.  Head 
teacher Barry Graham said:  “It was great to 
see so many interesting and creative pieces of 
art and drama.  Our pupils have worked hard 
to ensure that their work is of a high standard 
and I am delighted with the result.”  

Feedback from pupils, parents and mem-
bers of the wider community at the event was 
very positive and it is hoped that this is the 
first of many such evenings.  Photographs 
above and on the right show the pupils per-
forming their Higher Drama pieces.  The three 
portraits on this page are by S6 pupil, Sally 
Hutcheson, who is currently studying for her 
Advanced Higher Art and Design.    

An Evening of Art and Drama 
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The top portrait above of Ian Brown, lead singer of the Stone Roses, has been drawn by S6 pupil Ni-

cole Halliday.  It is approximately 1.5 metres square and has been enlarged from her initial drawing.  
The other two pieces are by Rosie Sloan, bottom left and Mollie Cronie bottom right. 

Pupils’ artistic talent on display 
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THE HIGHLANDS of Scotland 

boast tall peaks for skiing and 
beautiful views, the coast offers 

scenic beaches to stroll upon 
and the capital city of 

Edinburgh has its picturesque 

Castle. But what does the 
southern region of Dumfries 

and Galloway have to offer? 
The answer is, a lot. The county 

has beautiful countryside with 
hills and green landscapes with 

livestock grazing, castles with 

stories to tell like Caerlaverock, 
and towns and villages selling 

all sorts of local produce. The 
county is home to many famous 

people including literary and 

musical genius Robert Burns, 
artist Andy Goldsworthy and 

even J.M. Barrie who wrote the 
legendary fairytale ‘Peter Pan.’ 

With the rolling hills and 
landscapes with cows and sheep 
grazing, you’ll never end up running 
out of scenic and pleasant views. 
Farmers produce a wealth of 
different culinary delights including 
award-winning meats and 
vegetables. You can purchase many 
varieties of local cheese from the 
Lockerbie Creamery, and the 
Drummuir Ice Cream Farm create 
over 30 different ice cream flavours 
from the milk from their own cows. 
Old favourite flavours can be 
enjoyed, but you can also try 
something a little bit different from 
their extensive and exclusive range 
including lemon meringue pie or 
honeycomb flavour.  

The region also boasts many 
great locations to visit. Some of 
them even have the reputation of 
being an ‘Art Town’, ‘Book Town’ or 
‘Food Town’. Kirkcudbright is one of 
the historic burghs of Dumfries and 
Galloway and has the accolade of 

‘Art Town.’ The area features many 
art galleries exhibiting work of all 
types and styles. Artwork from 
renowned national galleries even 
gets exhibited in The Town Hall, 
meaning a free exhibition for 
everyone. Next, down the road is 
Castle Douglas, the ‘Food Town’. 
The town has a variety of different 
shops and many of them sell local 
produce and the cafes there will 
also serve warming meals – some 
featuring local goods. Also, 
Wigtown, further west from 
Dumfries, is known as the ‘Book 
Town’. The town has many book 
shops selling books of all genres, 
and one key event is the annual 
Wigtown Book Festival. 

Dumfries and Galloway also 
boasts some beautiful and spacious 
forests dotted around the region.  
The Galloway Forests are 
particularly rich in tourist 
attractions.  Here you can walk 
along some of the many forest 
trails, ride upon the 7 Stanes cycling 
tracks – some of the best in 
Scotland - or go on a forest drive, a 
leisurely route taking you through 
the heart of the forest.  There are 
many camera-stops available for 
some beautiful picturesque views. 
Glentrool Forest, however, has the 
added bonus of being a ‘Dark Sky 
Park.’ It is the first in the UK and is 
an amazing astronomical viewpoint. 
On a clear night you can spend 
hours gazing at  the stars and 
planets. 

It is impossible to list every 
fantastic aspect of Dumfries and 
Galloway – there are just too many. 
All that you will have to do to 
experience the beauty of the 
magical region is visit. I guarantee 
you will not be disappointed.  

Dynamic Dumfries and Galloway 
report by Robert Guthrie  

Our very own intrepid school 

reporter, Robert Guthrie, was 
recently invited to submit a 

piece on Dumfries and 
Galloway to the national Rotary 

Magazine “Rotary for 

Tomorrow”.  Robert, who is 
planning to pursue a career in 

journalism, was given the task 
of writing an article to highlight  

the attractions on offer in 
Dumfries and Galloway.  

Robert’s article (on the right) 

was published in the December 
edition of the magazine. 

Gordon Neilson of Thornhill and 
District Club said:  “I am always on 
the look out for opportunities which 
I can offer to our young people and 
in this case it seemed to me that 
here was an opportunity for a 
student from a local school to have 
a crack at submitting an article 
rather than a piece from a 
Rotarian.  I am pleased to say 
Wallace Hall Academy student 
Robert Guthrie stepped up to the 
mark and I am even more pleased 
that his work was accepted for 
publication. My Rotarian colleagues 
were delighted to hear the 
outcome. I am sure Robert will have 
a bright future in journalism.” 

    

Contacting the schoolContacting the schoolContacting the schoolContacting the school 
The telephone number for Wallace Hall Academy is 01848 332120.  The fax number is 01848 332564 with the email  

address: woffice358@ea.dumgal.sch.uk.  Our office staff are your first point of contact. They will be pleased to deal with any 
enquiry you wish to make regarding your child and to put you in touch with the relevant member of staff.  Outside office 
hours you may leave a message on our answering machine.  Please contact us if you have any problems. We are here to 

help.  Visit the school website: www.wallacehallacademy.com for the latest news and information. 
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On Monday the 12th of Novem-
ber nine students from fifth 

and six year: Scott Lisett, Rory 
Beynon-Gray, Rory Kilgour, Mi-

chael Ackland, Sally Peacock, 

Emma E Sloan, Jessica Ireland-
Hughes, Sophie Henderson and 

I (Nikkie Bell) made the two 
hour long trip to Gleneagles to 

attend the SCEN China Youth 

Summit. All of us had a con-
nection with China in the re-

spect that we had either visit-
ed China in February 2011 trip, 

or are visiting China for the 

first time in February 2013.  
When we arrived at Gleneagles 

we were taken into the ballroom 
where we were provided with 
drinks and Danish pastries. Howev-
er not very many of us ate any-
thing as we were in anticipation of 
the promised buffet lunch after the 
first session of the conference! We 
were piped through to the Glenea-
gles suite at 10:30am and the con-
ference started promptly. Judith 
McClure, Convener of SCEN ran the 

event and introduced all of the 
speakers. Important politicians 
from both Scotland and China - Mr 
Michael Russell MSP Cabinet Minis-
ter, and Mr Li Ruiyou, Consul Gen-
eral for the People’s Republic of 
China - spoke about the upcoming 
significance of China as a promi-
nent economic power and further-
more, the importance of being 
aware of it’s unique language and 
diverse culture.  

Another important and interest-
ing speaker was Lord Wilson of 

Tillyhorn, former Governor of Hong 
Kong who spoke passionately about 

his love of the Chinese language, 
culture and the country itself. In-
terestingly he had left his mark on 
China in the form of the Lord Wil-
son Trail, which runs north-south in 
Hong Kong incorporating many of 
his favourite walks, but as we 
heard later from a group of young 
people from Crieff, it is not an easy 
trail to complete! After Lord Wilson 
came five presentations from 
school pupils all over Scotland. 
These presentations all showed the 
connection the pupils and their 
school had with Mandarin or Chi-
nese practices like Tai Chi. Two 
pupils from James Gillespie’s High 
school even spoke about their up-
hill battle with their head teacher to 
be given the opportunity to learn 
Mandarin Chinese and the lengths 
at which they had gone to change 
this. After these presentations 

there were more adult speakers 
from Professors of Scottish Univer-
sities, Ruairidh Nicolson from Edu-
cation Scotland and even Jim Mac-
Donald from the SQA. The first ses-
sion ended at 12:30pm meaning it 
was time for lunch. 

We had a fantastic lunch in the 
Strathearn dining room which in-
corporated Scottish smoked salm-
on, noodles, rice, Scottish pastries 
and more, then to finish a classic 
sticky toffee pudding with ice-
cream. A few students, not naming 
any names, went up for more than 
one serving! 

Wallace Hall Academy: Scotland inWallace Hall Academy: Scotland inWallace Hall Academy: Scotland inWallace Hall Academy: Scotland in    

Conversation With China at GleneaglesConversation With China at GleneaglesConversation With China at GleneaglesConversation With China at Gleneagles 
report by Nikkie Bell        

We decided to publish our newsletter at the beginning of January this time to allow us to include the Christmas 
dance photographs.  We hope you will agree that this delay was worth it.  This edition of our newsletter is a 
record-breaking 52 pages long with lots of full colour photographs giving you a flavour of the activities and 

achievements of our pupils at Wallace Hall Academy.  Much of the visual appeal is down to our talented school 
photographers:  Tamlyn Tait, Bethany Ransom, Rosie Sloan and Robert Guthrie.  Many thanks to all of them.  
Thanks also to the pupils in the publicity group: Emma E Sloan, Samantha Rhodes, Iona Anderson, Sophie 
Johnson, Sarah Cairnie, Cameron McNamara and Matthew Higgins.  Finally, thanks to everyone else who 

contributed either by submitting articles and photographs or by proof-reading the newsletter. 
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Queensberry Initiative in action 
Below is  a selection of photographs from Queensberry Initiative-supported activities from October to January. 
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Comenius trip  
to Germany 

report by David Harley and Fae 
Treadaway-Hoare 

On Sunday the 7th of October 
six pupils, (Lewis Morrison, 

Ryan Sims, Katie Grierson, 

R e be c c a  C onn o r ,  F a e 
Treadaway-Hoare and David 

Harley) along with two 
teachers from Wallace Hall 

Academy left the school at 
2:30pm in the afternoon for 

Edinburgh Airport! Once we 

arrived, we had a bite to eat 
and before we knew it we were 

bound for Frankfurt Airport. 
Due to a turbulent flight we 

arrived late and had to run to 

the terminal in order not to 
miss our 15 minute flight to 

Stuttgart. We arrived at 
Stuttgart at about 11:30pm 

and we quickly took the 
minibus down the autobahn to 

our host families or boarding 

house! 
It was an early start the first 

morning when we were assigned to 
our working groups before heading 
for our second breakfast! After that 
we went to the special Comenius 
orchard to pick apples to aid our 

understanding of sustainable living.  
In the afternoon we took the 

minibus to Schelklingen train 
station and took the train to Ulm. 
While in Ulm we went sightseeing, 
shopping and climbed the Ulmer 
Müster. The 530 ft. cathedral was 
climbed by 3 brave Wallace Hall 
pupils! After our climb, some pupils 
stayed to meet our Estonian friends 
whilst others hopped on the 
quickest train home.  

On the second day we went to 
visit Lichtenstein castle, caves and 
the Becka Beck pretzel factory 
where we got the opportunity to 
make pretzels, watch a video about 
spelt products and enjoy some 
traditional Kaffee und Kuchen 
(Coffee and Cake). That night we 
had an international meal where 
each group made signature dishes 
from their country. The Scots made 
apple crumble with custard, 
homemade shortbread, oatcakes 
with smoked salmon and sausage 
rolls.  

The third day we started our 
project work about water resources 
and preservation. Later on some of 
the students went to the apple 
press to make apple juice from the 
apples we had picked in the 
Comenius orchard on the Monday. 
We spent our evening with our host 
families. Some of the boarders 
went out for dinner in Ulm. 

The fourth day we continued 
with project work in the morning 

and early afternoon. We later took 
the bus to a climbing forest. Lewis 
and David made it on the hardest 
level course, with a few bumps and 
bruises on the way! Fae attempted 
the medium course with a highest 
point of 50m but Katie and Rebecca 
let the side down by only doing the 
beginners! At least they beat Mr 
Harley who didn’t even try… We 
spent our final evening with our 
host families. The boarders were 
prepared a lovely 3 course meal 
whilst some of other pupils met up 
with each other. 

On the last day we finished our 
project work and had our final 
second breakfast, definitely 
something we’ll be suggesting to 
Mr Graham! Afterwards we 
presented our project work from 
the week and said our tearful 
goodbyes to our German and 
Estonian friends! After two long 
flights we returned to Wallace Hall 
Academy at about 8pm, fond 
memories of our wonderful trip still 
fresh in our minds. Germany: we 
miss you! 



Working Together to Achieve More 

Page 21 Wallace Hall Academy Newsletter January  2013 



Working Together to Achieve More 

Wallace Hall Academy Newsletter Page 22 January 2013  

whapples digging 
Throughout term 2, various groups of pupils 

donned their waterproofs and wellies and 
made their way out to the orchard site.  When 

they arrived at the corner of the field that had 
now been fenced off by Buccleuch Estates, 

they were met by the site of glaur sprayed 

with white paint. 
Each splodge of white paint indicated where a 

tree was going to be planted at the end of Novem-
ber.  Pupils were given spades, put into groups and 
instructed in their tasks.  Some groups were so en-
thusiastic that they decided to dig for Scotland! 

Mr Pape’s English class, who had been studying 
“Holes” by Louis Sachar, were among the digging 
enthusiasts.  The Duke of Edinburgh curricular and 
extra-curricular groups all took a turn as well as Rural 
Skills classes and Comenius pupils. 

Comenius, led by Alan Harley, experienced a com-
munity orchard in action during their trip to Urspring 
in Germany and enjoyed turning the apples they 
picked into apple juice.  whapples is hoping to get 
some advice from Comenius about this stage in the 
process when they have some apples ready to pick.  
Comenius has very generously donated six trees to 
the whapples orchard. 

whapples  
sponsorship 

The whapples board is delighted to have had 
so many trees sponsored by pupils, parents, 

friends and other members of the community.    

There is still an opportunity for you to become a 
tree sponsor and leave your mark on the orchard 
plaque for future generations.  When the current 
planting is fully sponsored the whapples board in-
tends to open up another area of the orchard to 
trees, hopefully next spring. 

Don’t miss out on the chance to be part of this 
community enterprise.  Please either complete and 
return the form below or request a form from any 
pupil member of the board:   
 
S2 - Brionney Prowse and Cameron Wood 
S3 - Ian Carlisle and Ben Wicks,  
S4 - Alisha Flannighan and Sarah Kerr  
S5 - Adam Johnstone and Chloe Davidson 
S6 - Ailie Bryson, Caitlin Murray and Emma Harkness 
 

Alternatively you can request a sponsorship form 
from the Queensberry Initiative staff at Wallace Hall 
Academy.  Please telephone 01848332120 and ask to 
speak to Mrs Kirby, Miss Peoples or Mrs Wood. 
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Comenius partnership supports whapples  

Photograph above:  During their visit to Germany, our Comenius pupils helped harvest the apples 

from the Comenius orchard, producing 480 litres of apple juice.  To reflect this involvement, 

Comenius purchased and planted six trees in the newly formed whapples community orchard.    

Photograph above:  The Duke of Edinburgh Award curricular and extra curricular groups  

get ready for their orchard digging session with wellies and spades at the ready.    

DofE pupils get ready for digging   



Working Together to Achieve More 

Wallace Hall Academy Newsletter Page 24 January 2013  

For Wallace Hall Academy pupils money could 
grow on trees. ‘whapples’, a ground-breaking so-

cial enterprise developed by a board of pupils, 
local businesses and staff, aims to give some-

thing back to the community and got off to a 
crisp start on 26 November, with 104 apple and 

plum trees being planted on land near the school. 

Under the project, pupils from Wallace Hall are work-
ing with members of the community to create an or-
chard whose produce will eventually benefit local peo-
ple. The initiative also has a large green element 
through enhancing the environment.  

whapples has been supported by Mid and Upper 
Nithsdale’s Queensberry Initiative (QI). This emphasises 
the value of the outdoor classroom as an educational 
tool. Students at Wallace Hall regularly visit the nearby 
Drumlanrig and Queensberry estates, set in the out-
standing Dumfries and Galloway landscape. Thanks to 
the links made through QI, students have been able to 
take on key roles in pioneering the whapples project, 
ranging from negotiating the lease for the plot of land 
for the orchard, to managing the costs.  

A board of 11 pupils ranging from years S1-S6 have 
worked hard to make this project a success since Janu-
ary 2012, with each group represented on the board. 
Staff from Wallace Hall and local business advisers have 
also been involved in the team, giving advice and sup-
port. The group gratefully recognises assistance from 
Trevor Jones, Business Development Manager of Barony 
College Campus, Sharon Glendinning, Project Manager 
of South of Scotland Business Solutions, and Tom Jones, 
Assistant Estate Manager of Buccleuch Estates. The 
Woodland Trust has also generously donated hedging 
plants to increase biodiversity and encourage wildlife.  

Funding has also been given by the Wallace Hall 
Academy Parent Council and Dumfries and Galloway 

Housing Partnership’s Community Pride Fund, allowing 
fencing to be erected. Paths and paving will also be 
added soon. 

It is hoped that all of the trees will be sponsored 
soon – two thirds are already. Sponsors include parents, 
local businesses and clubs, tutor groups at Wallace Hall 
Academy, and even the Wallace Hall Comenius group – 
the successful European pupil exchange initiative, 
whose motto, coincidentally, is “Dwindling Resources – 
Growing Challenges.” All tree sponsors will have their 
names engraved on a plaque in the orchard.  

Community members joined Wallace Hall pupils on 
the planting day, including Wallace Hall Primary School 
children, along with teams of local Cubs, Scouts, Rain-
bows, Brownies and Girl Guides.  

One of the whapples board’s biggest aims is that the 
enterprise will feed back into the community and leave 
a lasting legacy for all ages. Pupils of Wallace Hall in 
years to come will be able to help gather the fruit from 
the orchards. The apples can then be turned into local 
produce such as chutneys, apple juice, cider vinegar 
and jams which can be sold in the community.  

It is also planned that the orchard, set against the 
backdrop of the beautiful Burn hills, will become a place 
for the public to visit. 

whapples board co-chair and S6 pupil, Caitlin Murray 
commenting on the work the enterprise group have 
done so far, said: “I think whapples has really brought 
the school together. Not only through meetings consist-
ing of board members from different age groups but 
also through recent events such as our Planting Day 
which brought a number of pupils and people from the 
community together.” 

Mark Turner, Wallace Hall Academy Depute and 
whapples company secretary added: “This is an innova-
tive project which has been led and developed by our 
pupils. We are keen to involve the community and chil-
dren from local primary schools, as well as their class-
mates at Wallace Hall Academy.  We are confident that 
the orchard will function effectively as a social enter-
prise – paying its own way through the sale of fruit and 
produce, improving the local environment and giving 
something back to the community.” 

It is obvious that interest in Wallace Hall Academy's 
whapples social enterprise is growing rapidly. In coming 
years, members of the community could play a large 
part in the green legacy that today's pupils will leave.  

More pictures on the next page. 

Core! Fruitful start  
for local orchard  

report by Robert Guthrie 
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Six talented young chefs from 

Wallace Hall Academy and 
Sanquhar Academy battled it 

out in the recent Young Chef 

of the Year 2012 contest or-
ganised by the Rotary Club of 

Thornhill and District.  
In a keenly fought cook-off 

hosted by Wallace Hall Academy, 
Sanquhar’s Murray Grierson just 
edged ahead with his menu of 
stuffed chicken followed by lemon 
and blueberry tartlets.  Thornhill’s 
Buccleuch and Queensberry Hotel 
Head Chef Will Pottinger had the 
unenviable task of selecting a 
winner to go forward to the next 
round of the competition which 
will take place in Kirkcudbright in 
the new year. 

The event was sponsored by 
the  management  o f the 
Buccleuch and Queensberry Hotel 
who provided each young chef 
with a goodie bag containing vari-
ous cooking ingredients and a 
hotel voucher. In addition, win-
ning Young Chef Murray has been 
invited to spend a full day with 
Will in his hotel kitchen. 

Rotarian Joan Neilson who 
organised the event said: “‘I am 
most grateful to Chef Will for 
judging what turned out to be a 
very competitive event and to the 
Buccleuch and Queensberry Hotel 
for their generous sponsorship of 
the event.  The food that all the 
pupils prepared looked and tasted 
delicious and I’m glad it wasn’t 
me who had to choose the win-
ner.  I was particularly impressed 

with the pupils’ attention to detail 
with the presentation of their 
dishes.  I am delighted that Mur-
ray will be representing us in the 
next round.  I am sure under 
Will’s guidance he will do us all 
proud.” 

Picture below shows the 
young chefs with  a delighted 
Murray flanked by Rotarian Joan 
Neilson and Chef Will. 

Rotary Young Chef 
report and photograph by Gordon Neilson, Thornhill Rotary Club 

Sugarcraft 

Club 

One of the most popular first 

year clubs is the Sugarcraft 
Club.  Led by Miss Wilson in 

Home Economics, the club 
meets on a weekly basis to 

make models from sugar 

paste.  Here are some pic-
tures of the models made by 

the club in the run up to 
Christmas. 
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Alton Towers 

Physics Trip 2012  
report by Cameron Parkin and 

Joe Kirkpatrick 

On Friday the 5th of October, a 
group of Wallace Hall pupils and 

staff travelled to the Alton 

Towers  theme park in 
Staffordshire.  The pupils were 

Physics students from 3rd and 
6th year.  There were also two 

staff present on the trip: Mr 

Jack and Mrs Fraser.  The pupils 
were forced to get up at 4 

o’clock in the morning to catch 
the bus.  They then had to 

endure a tedious 5 hour bus 
ride into the depths of England.   

When finally arriving at the 
destination, the pupils were issued 
with admission tickets and shown 
where the meeting points were 
located for the lecture and the end 
of the trip.   

Then they were let loose on the 
park.  Many of the daring pupils 
went straight to the fastest ride, 
Oblivion.  The ride travelled at 
67mph straight down into a steamy, 
gaping hole in the ground.  The 
pupils then carried on to go on the 
other scary rides such as: Rita, Air, 
Nemesis, Ripsaw and Enterprise.   
Some people were satisfied with the 
smaller rides such as:  Thirteen, 
Sonic Spinball and Willy Wonka and 
the Chocolate Factory ride.   

The class met up at 12:30pm at 
the designated point to be shown to 
the lecture about Rollercoasters and 
Relativity.  It was extremely 
interesting and highlighted some of 
the park’s more scientific points.  
The park staff also hinted as to the 
concept of S.W.7. (Secret Weapon 
7), a r ide current ly under 
construction in the park.  At the end 

of the excursion the pupils then met 
at the gates ready to leave.  To 
some it seemed they had picked up 
another pupil in the form of a giant 
teddy won by a pupil.   

They then travelled back home 
depositing the pupils at Dumfries 
and Thornhill.  The trip was 
extremely enjoyable and the pupils 
would like to thank Mr Jack and Mrs 
Fraser for organising it and 
accompanying them on the journey.    

Home Economics Pupils “Enjoy eating a diversity of foods.” 
One of the outcomes in the S1 Home Economics course is that pupils should “enjoy eating a diversity of foods in a 

range of social situations.” Photographs below show Marianne, Lottie, Ruairidh and Jack doing just that. 
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In the October holidays my brother Charles and I 
went to Nairobi, Kenya to volunteer at an or-

phanage called Watoto Wa Baraka. Our 2 weeks 
were spent with the 42 orphans who lost their 

parents to HIV/AIDS which was a saddening ex-
perience.  

Before my trip I managed to raise £800 through do-
nations which allowed me to buy two cows on my first 
day in Kenya. The milk from the cows has given the 
children a source of protein and has enabled the or-
phanage to gain some income. I would like to thank 
everyone who donated and made this big change for 
them.  

During my stay in the rural based orphanage I took 
part in several tasks including collecting fire wood, 
teaching, cooking and providing medical help for the 
children. The main staples of food that we ate were kid-
ney beans, chick peas, brown rice, chapatti and ugali, 
which is the traditional Kenyan dish of cornmeal. Every-
thing was so different compared to home, even the 
showers, which consisted of a bucket of rain water.  

Overall my trip was such a fantastic experience as I 
gained a lot of skills and it made me realise how lucky I 
am at home. I will definitely return to Watoto Wa 
Baraka in the next few years to see what new develop-
ments have been made. 

A Life Changing Trip 
report by Imogen Leask 

Between Hallowe’en and Christ-
mas, some of the S1 English 

classes took part in an exciting 
story-writing project in collabo-

ration with the Queensberry In-

itiative.  Each class was allowed 
exclusive access to Drumlanrig 

Castle for a specially-devised 
ghostly guided tour of some of 

the spookiest spots in and 
around this historic building. 

Before we went on our ghost 
tour our English teacher, Mr Pape, 
read some scary stories from the 
book Myths, Murders and Mysteries. 

Mr Pape also discussed with us the 
sort of things we should be looking 
for at Drumlanrig Castle. Our ghost 
tour lasted two periods. We were 
taken through some of the bed-
rooms, kitchens and up and down 
the staircases. We were taken round 
by a tour guide who frightened us 
with his gruesome tales of various 
murders, ghosts and hauntings.  We 
got inspiration from his tales of the 
darkness and wrote all the interest-
ing people and things and details 

down on paper.   

We then wrote our own stories 
over the next few weeks. Here is a 
snippet of one pupil’s finished draft:    

“Just when she thought she 
couldn’t take another step, a dark 
silhouette formed against the moon-
light. Larissa looked at it; squinted 
then smiled. The further she walked, 
the bigger it got. But then she 
stopped. The house just seemed too 
vast to be an ordinary house; it 
looked like a mansion or a castle, 
she thought. On closer inspection, 
something else didn’t seem quite 
right…” 

- extract from In the Shadows by 
Faye Harkness, 1N2. 

Spooky Tales 
report by Nathan King and Faye Harkness 
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In November a group of S3 pupils made the jour-

ney to Glasgow to visit a Sikh gurdwara. We were 
met there by our host, Mrs Dilber, who kindly 

showed us around the building.  
At first we went into the shrine room to listen to 

chanting from the Sikh holy book, the Guru Granth Sa-
hib. During this ceremony we were given a very small 
amount of a specially blessed food called ‘prasaad’ 
which is made out of honey and lentils.  

Then we went down to the ‘langar’ or kitchen. Part 
of the Sikh religion is to offer food and hospitality to 
guests. In the kitchen we were each given a metal tray 

on which was served a portion of yogurt, daal and one 
or two pieces of Indian bread or ‘chapattis’. We sat on 
mats on the floor, a custom that shows that all people 
are equal. Everyone enjoyed the meal and said it was 
delicious.  

There were lots of people in the gurdwara on the 
day of our visit. This is because the Sikh community 
were celebrating the birthday of their founder, Guru 
Nanak. We had the chance to meet Sikhs for the first 
time, to ask them questions and to learn about their 
beliefs and lifestyle.  Thanks must go to Mr Wilson for  
organising such a fantastic trip. 

A Sikh Welcome  
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Samantha Rhodes and Joshua 

McLeod are taking a trip to Tan-
zania, Africa in July/August 

2013 with Camps International. 
Over the course of their 4 week 

visit they will be helping out 

with many projects such as dig-
ging water holes for elephants, 

building houses in the commu-
nities, renovating school build-

ings, litter picking on the beach, 

seaweed farming, visiting a 
Maasai Tribe and making paper 

out of elephant dung. It won’t 
all be hard work though as for 5 

days they will be undertaking a 
PADI Open Water Diving course 

and going on several African 

Safaris throughout the course 
of their trip.  

To get to Africa they will have to 
travel to London to get an 6-7 hour 

flight to Doha, then another 7-8 
hour flight to Dar es Salaam fol-
lowed by a very long bus journey to 
camp near Kilimanjaro. The two will 
not be going alone though, they will 
be accompanied by at least 20 other 
students from schools all over the 
UK. Whilst in Tanzania the students 
will be staying in the communities in 
camps, there are 3 different camps 
they will be visiting including Tsavo, 
Emau and Tanga. 

Neither Samantha nor Joshua 
have been away from home for such 
a long time but both are looking 
forward to the experience. Joshua 
said: “It will be a great experience 
before I start Uni. I don’t know 
when I will get a chance to do it 
again.” Samantha said: “It will be a 
great opportunity to see the country 
I wish to work in and help the peo-
ple less fortunate than myself.”  

Before going out to Africa the 
pair, over the next 5/6 months, will 
have to get multiple jags to protect 
them from diseases unique to Africa. 
They will also have to find sponsors 
to help fund all the equipment they 
will need to be taking with them and 
to help fund the cost of the trip 
alone, which is £4,000. So far to 
raise this money they have held 
cupcake stalls, car boot sales, 
washed cars, written to companies 
as well as using their own money to 
reach their deadlines so far. Other 
extra fundraising events are being 
organised such as a bingo night and 
a sponsored event. 

If anyone wishes to dig deep and 
donate to this worthy cause then 
you can donate to Samantha in 
school, and to Joshua online at 
tanz2013.webs.com  

Tanzanian 
Travels 

report by Sophie Johnson  

and Iona Anderson 

Andrew Walker, one of our S2 pupils, has impressed staff and pu-

pils with a recent achievement.  Earlier this session he was award-
ed a certificate in Beginning Falconry from The Hawk Board.  An-

drew is one of only five people in Scotland to be awarded this cer-
tificate and it comes after  a series of training sessions with Rhual-

lan Raptors in South Lanarkshire where he has been working with 

and  flying a red-tailed hawk called Jess. 
Andrew said:  “I really enjoyed handling and flying Jess and I am really 

proud that I have passed my certificate.  I have my own Harris Hawk called 
Harry and I now feel more confident working with him at home.  I would 
really like to be a gamekeeper when I leave school and I hope to be able to 
go to college and get a recognised qualification for this.”   

Our own fully-fledged falconer 
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With the support of Leanne 

Peoples, Project Officer for the 

Queensberry Initiative, all 
three rural skills classes have a 

weekly out-of-doors practical 
session.  In term 2 the Inter-

mediate 2 class, which is 
taught by Mr Miller and Mr 

Harrison, had hands on ses-

sions at various local farms.  
The seventeen farms are all 

volunteer members of the rural 
skills support team who have 

been signed up by Miss Peo-

ples and Sinclair Barbour, a 
local farmer who is a member 

of the Queensberry Initiative 
Strategic Group.  Each farmer 

takes his or her turn to host 

the class and give them the 
opportunity to experience a 

variety of aspects of farming. 
Two farms which were visited in 

November were Barndennoch, 
farmed by Alan Currie, and Water-

side Mains, farmed by Willie Young.  
At Barndennoch the pupils were 
welcomed by Maurice Flannighan 
and shown around the 400 strong 
dairy unit.  One of the rural skills 
students Meghan Chesney ex-
plained: “We volunteered in the 
practical side of hoof trimming us-
ing both hands on the knife to 
avoid injury from the sharp blade 
and applied an antibiotic spray and 
some foot powder to assist the 
healing process.  While the cow 
was restrained in a cattle crush I 
was able to bandage the cow’s foot 
and assist with the injection.  Ben 
Hyslop continued:  “We got a good 
look around the parlour which milks 
approximately 20 cows up each 
side.  The cost of a heifer is ap-
proximately £2500 per head so if 
the farmer doesn’t have a good 
year for heifer calves re-stocking 
the herd will be expensive.” 

On the same date the other half 

of the class went to Waterside 
Mains Farm near Keir.  Gary Stew-
art relates some of the tasks for 
the day:  “We were moving ten 
calves.  One of the workers took 
the weaned calves in a stock trailer 
and we followed and helped to un-
load them at Nether Keir.”   Ally 
Haining added:  “At Nether Keir we 
put the calves in a big pen and 
bedded them down for the night.  
We then returned to Waterside 
Mains and observed the farmer 
trimming cows’ feet.” 

The school is delighted at the 
farming community support for our 
rural skills classes.  Farmers give 
their time freely and it is clearly 
very valuable for the young people 
undertaking these courses.  The 
support both in arranging the farm 
visits and on the day from Leanne 
Peoples of the Queensberry Initia-
tive is also essential and much ap-
preciated. 

The Queensberry Initiative is 
funded by the Dumfries and Gallo-
way LEADER programme, the Holy-
wood Trust, DGHP, Awards for All 
and several local community coun-
cils.  
 

Friendly Cow Steals Hearts 

Our Wallace Hall Academy newsletter is published termly as a record of the news 

happening in the school and to celebrate pupil, staff and school achievements.  

However, even although we try very hard, it is extremely difficult to know about all 

the good things that happen to our pupils, whether this be in school or through ex-

ternal interests and hobbies.  If you have any news or achievements you would like 

to share with our readers please speak to Mrs Menzies in the Library and she will 

help you with any articles or photographs you would like published. 
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TENSION FILLED the air as S4, 

S5 and S6 pupils of Wallace 
Hall Academy witnessed a 

powerful debate in the assem-
bly hall between local politi-

cians on the topical issue of 
Scottish Independence - a ref-

erendum on which will be held 

during autumn 2014.  
Regional MPs, MSPs and Coun-

cillors came to answer questions 
posed by pupils. Representing the 
Scottish National Party (SNP) – 
firm supporters of independence, 
were Joan McAlpine MSP, Aileen 
McLeod MSP and Cllr. Andrew 
Wood. On the opposing side were 
Elaine Murray MSP from Scottish 
Labour, Alex Ferguson MSP of the 
Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party and Jim Hume MSP repre-
senting the Scottish Liberal Demo-
crat party.  

The aim of the exciting debate 
was to showcase the advantages 
and disadvantages of independ-
ence to Wallace Hall pupils, who 
take a keen interest in the issue. 
Following an agreement by Prime 
Minister David Cameron and Scot-
tish First Minister Alex Salmond, 
anyone aged over 16 at the time 
of the referendum will be eligible 
to vote. This will enable young 
people to influence what will be 
one of the biggest decisions in 
Scotland's history. The SNP be-
lieve that if people aged 16 or 
over can join the armed forces, 
get married and pay tax, why 

shouldn’t they have a say in deter-
mining the shape of the body that 
governs their rights and freedoms?  

During the debate, all the poli-
ticians presented strong argu-
ments. Each of them made a short 
speech on their party’s views on 
independence. The three SNP rep-
resentatives were obviously sup-
porting independence, saying that 
Scotland should be able to make 
choices for itself. Although some 
law-making powers have previous-
ly been devolved to Scotland, on 
issues such as education, currently 
the British Government at West-
minster decides on other matters 
like defence and broadcasting. If 
independence was achieved, Scot-
land would be able to truly shape 
its own future, said the SNP.  

However, there was strong op-
position from all the other parties 
at the Wallace Hall debate. Their 
main argument was that Scotland 
might not be able to survive eco-
nomically and could have to be 
bailed out by other partner coun-
tries if Scotland remained part of 
the European Union.  

Wallace Hall Modern Studies 
teacher and overall event organis-
er Emma Stuart commented on 
the success of the debate, saying: 
“It was a great afternoon with 
strong arguments from both sides 
of the floor.” 

It was obvious that the debate 
was valuable to all three pupil year 
groups who were in the audience. 
Being given the chance to put 
their questions to politicians defi-
nitely made them feel involved, 
and it will help them to make an 
informed decision when the Octo-
ber 2014 referendum comes. 

Independence debate heats up 
report and photograph by Robert Guthrie 

Young Writers Mini Saga is a creative writing competi-

tion where you are asked to write a little story using a 
maximum of 50 words.   

Just before we left Wallace Hall Primary school Mia Os-
borne, Anita Robinson, Iona Warrior, Errin Clark Wyse and I 
took part in this competition.  We recently learned that our 
stories had been published in the Young Writers’ book for oth-
er people to read.  We also got a Talent for Writing certificate 
posted to us.   

Errin said:  “I was really proud of my achievement and I 
hope that other kids will continue to write stories and enter 
the Young Writers Mini Saga.” 

Published with Pride  
report by Emma Byers 

Mia, Iona, Errin, Anita and Emma with a 

copy of the Young Writers’ book. 
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The Entertainment Team module, led by Mrs Da-

vies, decided to organise a concert in aid of Am-
nesty International.  Amnesty International is a 

charity that raises awareness of the importance of 
Human Rights. The Entertainment Team chose 

this charity as it isn’t that well known in school. 

The concert took place on November 22nd 2012 and 
turned out to be a great success.  There was a fabulous 
display of talent on the night with vocalists, instrumental-
ists, dancers and two of Wallace Hall’s very talented 
bands, The Fused and Sticks and Stones, completing the 
line-up.  

As a result of everyone’s hard work in the Entertain-
ment Team to make this concert as unique as possible, 
we managed to raise a total of £732.11. The concert was 
very successful and hopefully enjoyed by all who attend-
ed. Thank you to everyone who helped us by donating 
money and buying raffle tickets.  We hope to see you at 
our next concert! 

A Concert for Human Rights 
report by, Freja Grant, Lucy McGill and Tilda Borrows 
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Pupils at Wallace Hall Academy 
were delighted that critically 

acclaimed graphic novel duo 
metaphrog were able to visit us 

in October 2012 to talk about 
their Louis graphic novels.  The 
event was funded by the Scot-

tish Book Trust.  Places were 
limited and, although some of 

our pupils were disappointed, 
thirty pupils were lucky and got 

the chance to work with meta-

phrog. 
Sandra Marrs and John Chalmers 

make up metaphrog. Together, they 
have been creating comics, graphic 
novels and illustrations since 1996, 
gradually building a loyal following 
and receiving critical acclaim world-
wide. Their current Louis series has 
received several prestigious award 
nominations, and was also privileged 
to receive support from the Scottish 
Arts Council and Creative Scotland. 
They talked about how they came 

up with the idea for their lovable 
character along with teaching pupils 
how to create a memorable charac-
ter of their own. 

Rory Grant commented:  “My 
experience with metaphrog was re-
ally good. My favourite part of the 
whole experience was when we 
were told to draw a character good/

evil. My character was called 'CRAZY 
CAMMY!' he was a crazy, evil mas-
termind who wants to rule the world 
and to own a fish and chip shop.”   
Jack McTeir added:  “My experience 
was great because I found out what 
books they made and how they 
draw the books. Scottish Book Trust 
is a fantastic way to learn about 
books.” 

Molly Kitson said:  “I enjoyed 
metaphrog and I thought it taught 
me about graphic novels and I 
might consider writing one myself. I 
feel I have learned a lot from San-
dra and John.”  Alexandru Nan add-
ed:  “I really enjoyed the metaphrog 
event because it was excellent to 
meet authors and see how they 
made their books!” 

Zara Eastwood, one of the pupils 
taking part in the metaphrog work-
shop, is interested in learning more 
about writing graphic novels.  She 
has drawn the cartoon strip below 
especially for this edition of our 
newsletter - thank you Zara. 
 

Getting to grips with graphic novels 



Working Together to Achieve More 

Page 35 Wallace Hall Academy Newsletter January  2013 

Making the move from primary 

7 into secondary school can be 

very daunting, but staff and pu-
pils at Wallace Hall Academy 

recently went the extra mile to 
ensure that next year’s new-

comers will be more than com-
fortable in their new surround-

ings.  

Wallace Hall’s recent P7 Infor-
mation Evening provided parents 
with all the facts and a guided tour 
of the state-of-the-art facilities that 
the school offers.  A wide range of 

activities had also been organised 
for the P7 pupils to enjoy. 

On arrival, the prospective pupils 
congregated in the WHPS gym 
where they were divided into groups 
to begin the evening’s activities.  
Prospective parents and guardians 
assembled in the Bailey Hall for a 
welcome presentation following 
which they were divided into sepa-
rate groups to visit a range of short 
presentations from The Senior Man-
agement Team – each on a different 
aspect of Wallace Hall. In between, 
there were chances to see the class-
rooms and facilities that Wallace Hall 
provides its pupils with on a day-to-
day basis.  

While parents toured the build-
ing, pupils gained a taster of what to 
expect during their induction days, 

scheduled for June. Activities includ-
ed a trickier version of ‘Blind Man’s 
Bluff’, testing the teamwork and 
navigation skills of some of the P7s 
in the Geography Department. In 
Drama with Ms Beynon some of the 
P7s expressed their creative sides 
whilst playing a variety of fun 
games. In the Library, a challenging 
game of Chinese Whispers was on 
the agenda with Mr Pape and Mrs 
Menzies. Science was also an obvi-
ous excitement amongst pupils, 
working with all sorts of chemicals 

and Bunsen burners.  
Headteacher Mr Graham said “I 

was really pleased that so many P7 
pupils and their parents or guardians 
chose to visit Wallace Hall Academy 
prior to making their choice of sec-
ondary school.  It was an important 
night for our school with staff and 
existing pupils working together to 
ensure that all visitors enjoyed a 
flavour of the Wallace Hall Academy 
experience.” 

It was evident that all of the 
young people and their parents had 
a fantastic and interesting evening. 
Feedback from parents/guardians 
and pupils clearly indicated that the 
evening really delivered, showcasing 
many of the fantastic opportunities 
that Wallace Hall Academy has to 
offer.  

More pictures from the night on 
the next two pages 

Impeccable P7 Night at WHA 
report by Robert Guthrie 
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P7 Open Evening 
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P7 Open Evening 
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The English Department works 
very closely with the Library to 

encourage literacy.  All S1 pu-

pils spend one of their English 
periods each week in the Li-

brary working on the Silver 
Reading Award Scheme.  Most 

pupils progress to the Gold 
Award which focuses on widen-

ing the range of authors pupils 

are familiar with.   
Pupils working on the Gold level 

are encouraged to include authors 
with an adult readership, as well as 
children’s and young adult authors.  
Our librarian, Mrs Menzies, and the 
English staff try hard to help pupils 
become more independent in their 
selection of books, whilst always 
being on hand with recommenda-
tions.  Certificates are presented by 
Mr Graham for success in the read-
ing awards.   

In preparation for the Silver 
Reading Award, as part of the P7 
Induction Days, all P7 pupils are 

timetabled for one period in the Li-
brary where the process is started at 
Bronze level.  During this induction 
day period pupils are encouraged to 
take home a reading book to enjoy 
over the summer holidays and then 
complete two activities: write a 
short letter to the author of their 
chosen book and design a new front 
cover for the book.  The completed 
worksheets are then handed in to 
Mrs Menzies after the summer holi-
days with Bronze certificates, prizes 
and house points awarded for the 
best entries.  Over half of our new 
S1 pupils handed in completed 
Bronze Awards, a fantastic response 
to what is a voluntary activity. 

S1 pupil Emma Byers explained:  
“The Bronze reading record has two 
fun activities that you have to com-
plete to be awarded your certificate.  
I really enjoyed designing a new 
cover for my chosen book and tried 
to make it as relevant and colourful 
as possible.  Although I didn’t win 

the overall award in my class, Mr 
Graham presented me with a certifi-
cate and a sweetie for my efforts.”   

Jane McMillan, Learning Leader 
with responsibility for Literacy, said:  
“Research has shown that those 
pupils with a strong habit of reading 
for enjoyment achieve greater suc-
cess in school generally.  Extensive 
reading and the exposure to a wide 
variety of texts makes a huge contri-
bution to educational achievement – 
not just in English, but in all sub-
jects.  Our new S1 have been very 
keen to engage in this activity and 
many of them obviously enjoy read-
ing. The standard of the entries this 
year has been very high and it was 
great to see the effort that the pu-
pils had put in over the summer hol-
idays.” 

Overall winners were chosen as 
follows:  Paola Hristova, 1.C1, Zara 
Kennedy, 1.C2, Alice Gonlag, 1.N1, 
Matilda West, 1.N2, Leah Byar, 1.S1 
and Eloise Coombs, 1.S2.  Pictured 
below are the S1 pupils with their 
Bronze certificates. 

Reading Award Scheme 

1.C2 1.N1 1.C1 

1.N2 1.S1 1.S2 

Pushkin Prize Entrants 
Some of our pupils in S1 and S2 recently submitted sam-

ples of their creative writing for entry into the renowned 
Pushkin Prize.    

Although the competition results are not yet announced, Mrs 
McMillan awarded certificates to the pupils who entered.  Photo-
graph on the left shows Mrs McMillan flanked by (L - R) Josie Fair-
ley Keast, Marianne Nicholson, Iona Warrior, Sam Hamilton and 
Caitlin Harley.  Missing from the photograph are: Myrna Rose, Alice 
Gonlag, Marianne Willetts, Jack Roberts, Georgie Blount and Paola 
Hristova. 
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A BAD day’s weather didn’t af-

fect enjoyment of pupils at 
Wallace Hall Academy who 

were eager to join in with a 
new kind of curriculum. Inter-

disciplinary learning was on 

the agenda – a new way to 
learn with children taking part 

in activities combining various 
subjects, something not nor-

mally on their timetable.  
Interdisciplinary learning allows 

children to explore new opportuni-
ties and different lessons. The sys-
tem ties in with the Scottish Gov-
ernment’s new Curriculum for Ex-
cellence which aims to incorporate 
many different subjects into one 
learning experience. In some in-
stances, interdisciplinary learning 
can be more motivational and more 
meaningful for many learners.  

The interdisciplinary learning at 
Wallace Hall Academy was held 
over the course of two days, 4th 
and 5th of December, and pupils in 
each year-group underwent activi-
ties based on a particular theme. 
These ranged across a wide range 
of subject areas and were organ-
ised by various members of the 
Extended Management Team.  

For S1 pupils, activities were 
based around The Great Outdoors. 
Pupils were lucky enough to listen 
to Ayrshire author Julie Bertagna 
talk about her books ‘Zenith’, 
‘Exodus’ and ‘Aurora’. Pupils also 
learned how to survive outdoors, 
using facilities off the school site 
thanks to Wallace Hall’s award-
winning Queensberry Initiative uti-
lising the resources of the Drumlan-
rig Estate. Another different task 
was taking part in MUNGA (Model 
United Nations General Assembly). 
The culmination of this project, 
trialled last year, will result in a 
large assembly where pupils will 
each represent a UN country and 
debate issues ranging from solu-
tions to the planet’s eco problems 
to resolving international conflict.  

Second year pupils learnt a lot 
about Fairtrade over the course of 
the two days. They took part in 
Fairtrade chocolate tasting and ball 

games with sports equipment made 
from Fairtrade products. Some of 
the staff also organised a game in 
which pupils pretended they were 
starting up a business in developing 
countries, selling oranges. Howev-
er, there were many obstacles 
which would affect sales – like nat-
ural disasters and taxes. Pupils also 
helped to create a presentation 
persuading everyone to buy 
Fairtrade goods and they learnt 
more about the charity and what it 
campaigns for.  

Activities on the agenda for 
third year pupils revolved around 
social subjects. They learnt about 
the impact of World War on Scot-
tish families in the 1950s and 
1960s, discipline and education in 
the 1960s, how to deal with prob-
lems and seeking help in life. Activi-
ties helped pupils learn about what 
careers they may want to do when 
they are older and how schooling 
has changed over past decades.  

Fourth years’ activities were 
based around the theme of a music 
festival. ‘Hallfest’ was the culmina-
tion of the interdisciplinary days, 
with many S4 young talents per-
forming music to their peers. Pupils 
created posters advertising the 
event, learnt to dance together for 
a ‘flash-mob’ dance under tuition 
from a professional choreographer, 
received talks on the wilder side of 
the showbiz industry such as alco-
hol and personal safety, and they 
made customised Hallfest t-shirts.  

S5 and S6 found their activities 
centred around life after school, 

focusing on health and wellbeing – 
many will go to university or col-
lege and need to fend for them-
selves. Tasks for the young adults 
included driving theory, healthy 
eating, cooking, and yoga & relaxa-
tion. There were also classes based 
on fitness and physical activity.  

Head Teacher Barry Graham 
commented on the success of the 
days, saying: “With Curriculum for 
Excellence all schools will be devel-
oping interdisciplinary learning op-
portunities.  Wallace Hall Academy 
is ahead of most schools in our ap-
proach and this will help to ensure 
deeper learning and understanding 
by all of our students.  I am de-
lighted with the success of the two 
days.” 

It is clear that pupils at Wallace 
Hall Academy really benefited from 
the interdisciplinary days, taking 
many newly discovered skills away 
with them. It is hoped that there 
will be many similar events in the 
future, providing a new range of 
opportunities for pupils of all ages.  

Wallace Hall goes interdisciplinary  
report by Robert Guthrie  
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IDL Days 
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IDL Days 
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IDL Days 
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IDL Days 
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Wallace Hall Academy is justifi-
ably proud of its Christmas 

Dances.  Every year they are a 

huge success and this year was 
no exception with huge num-

bers attending from every year 
group.   

The senior dance was first this 
year taking place on Friday 14th De-
cember.  At 7pm everyone gathered 
in their finery in the primary gym 
before being piped into the hall by 
our pipers for the night Kayla Kerr 
and Harry Kehoe.  All attending en-
joyed a delicious meal cooked by our 

kitchen staff and served by pupils 
from S3 and S4 under the watchful 
eye of Mr MacKellar from our Design 
and Technology Department.  After 
the meal pupils and staff demon-
strated some very nifty footwork, 
ably called by Mrs Miller, with some 
fast and furious reels and jigs the 
favourite dances of the night.   

The S1 and S2 had their turn on 
the Monday night.  The atmosphere 
was electric with Mr Dillon working 
hard to be heard over the excited 
dancers as they took their partners 
for the next dance.   

The final dance was for the S3 
and S4 pupils with their dance taking 
place on the Wednesday night.  It 
was yet another fantastic night, this 
time led my Mr Mack, with the floor 
full throughout the night.   

Music for all three dances was 
provided by the David Kennedy Scot-
tish Dance Band.  Head Teacher Bar-
ry Graham said:  “All three dances 
this year have been absolutely fan-
tastic.  I have been very impressed 
with the conduct and level of partici-
pation from pupils in all year groups 
as well as the number of staff at-
tending the dances.  Our Christmas 
dances are certainly a tradition to be 
proud of.” 

Dancing the night away 

S5/S6 Christmas Dance 
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S1/S2 Christmas Dance 
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S3/S4 Christmas Dance 
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S5/S6 Christmas Dance 
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This year’s Halloween Disco took place on the 
31st of October. Everyone got into the spirit and 

dressed up in costumes ranging from builders, 
farmers, celebrities, teachers and a variety of 

animals. There were a few typical Halloween 

games played during the night.  
The individual fancy dress winners were Kieran Nic-

ol, Adam Dalgleish, Matthew Thomson and Jamie Swift. 
Tilda Borrows, Anya Borrows, Lucy McGill and Amy Red-

path won the group section with their fantastic cos-
tumes depicting the Alice and Wonderland Experience.  
Also worth a mention was the group of our sixth years 
who dressed up as Dalmatians with Mr Cubbon leading 
the pack as a very convincing Cruella De Vil! 

The evening drew to a rousing conclusion with our 
sixth year pupils leading the way with a mass gangnam 
dance.  All agreed it had been a great night. 

Halloween Disco 
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Back row (L - R):  Chireille Scott, Emma Kennedy, Sophie Henderson, Phoebe-Jane Callan,  
Jessica Ireland-Hughes, Chloe Davidson and Rosie Sloan. 

Front row (L - R):  Rebecca Moodycliffe, Claire Manson, Judi Park, Ailie Bryson (Captain),  
Gillian Watret, Kathryn Park and Kellie Carmichael. 

On Wednesday 28th November one hundred girls 

representing various Dumfries & Galloway 
schools competed in the U18 Regional Hockey 

Tournament. The schools were competing for a 
trophy originally presented over forty years ago 

by local GP, Dr Turner, and has been competed 
for annually since. 

Our team, captained by Ailie Bryson, played three 
very competitive matches to get to the final in what was 

a very closely fought group.  The other finalists, Dal-
beattie, won their section very convincingly to reach the 
final. 

The final witnessed the best hockey of a long and 
bitterly cold afternoon with both teams having clear 
chances to win the trophy outright. However, by the 
close of play the two teams were still honours even, so 
the trophy was shared between Dalbeattie and us. 

The WHA hockey club meets to practise every Thurs-
day night with Mrs Miller at the helm, coaching and giv-
ing advice.  Mrs Miller said:  “I am delighted that the 
girls have won the Dr Turner’s trophy as they have 
worked hard throughout the years.  It is a fantastic 
achievement and I am very proud of all of them.” 

Hockey Heroes 
report by Judi Park 

Craig is selected for Scotland  
Wallace Hall Academy pupil Craig 

Neill has been chosen to play for 
the Lloyds TSB Scotland U18 Squad 

in next year’s Centenary Shield.  
Craig, who currently plays for 

Queen of the South Under 19s, 

made it through the final trials 
which were recently held at Tory-

glen Recreation Football Centre.   
Craig said:  “It was fantastic to be 

selected.  I was sitting with my eyes 
closed when they were calling out the 

team and just hoping for my name to be 
read out and thankfully it was.  I think 
this is another step towards securing 
another professional contract.  My club 
will be aware of me being picked so 
hopefully that will work in my favour.” 

Head Teacher Barry Graham said:  
“This is fantastic news for Craig.  He is 
very committed to becoming a profes-
sional footballer and has the talent and 
commitment to reach this goal.  We 
wish him every success for the future.”  
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The Wallace Hall Academy football team recently were awarded the SFA School of the Month trophy.  

This award was given for our participation and commitment to fulfilling fixtures at a regional and na-
tional level, particularly in light of our school’s rural location.  Photograph above shows the team mod-

elling the new school football strips.  The boys’ team trains every Tuesday evening after school and 
the girls’ team every Tuesday lunchtime, regularly competing in regional and national competitions 

throughout the season.  Pictured L - R:  Harris Maxwell, Gavin Grierson, Hannah Paterson, Joe Crilly, 

Declan Hill, Mr Frew and Euan Davidson. 

WHA are SFA School of the Month 

During the PE department's 

"Healthy Lifestyle" block, all 
students have undergone a 

series of standardised tests to 

build a comprehensive picture 
of their current levels of fit-

ness. The fitness report will be 
sent home for both parents/

carers and students to discuss 
more fully, and students will 

enjoy a range of activities and 

talks on healthy lifestyle over 

the coming weeks.  
As part of a new school initia-

tive we are able to offer students 
an opportunity to attend a Healthy 
Lifestyle Club. This is specifically 
designed for students whose BMI 
is outwith the shaded "healthy 
range" on the chart.  

We are extremely fortunate to 
have on board the NHS Go4It! co-
ordinator Dyfrig Howell who will 
deliver fun, educational sessions 
on healthy eating and all its bene-
fits. We are also delighted to have 
former pupil Kim Harkness (aka 
The Fairy BodMother!) who is a 

fully qualified health and fitness 
expert, nutritionist and physiolo-
gist. Some lucky students can al-
ready testify to her highly motiva-
tional and fun filled activity classes 
which they attended during their 
module lessons at The Old School 
in Dumfries. This is a fantastic op-
portunity for those students who 
want to make a difference to their 
lifestyle, and a great way to start 
the New Year! 

The club will run every MON-
DAY until the Easter holidays from 
3.50 to 4.50 in the PE department 
commencing on the 21st JANUARY 
2013. 

Promoting a  

Healthy Lifestyle 



Working Together to Achieve More 
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At our Wallace Hall Parent 
Council AGM held on 9 

October 2012 a full Parent 
Council was formed again.  I 

was happy and privileged to 
be re-elected as Chairman.  

We have one new member 

and we welcome Gavin 
Kilgour.  Dave Parkin is our 

new Vice Chairman and I am 
delighted that he has 

accepted the post.  Dave 

takes over from Sandra 

Harkness who deserves our 
thanks for the support and 

work she has done.   
We have started planning 

meetings and events for the new 
year.  

At our meeting on 7 November 
2012 we had a presentation from 
2 pupil reps from the whapples 
board.  This project is involving a 
number of pupils now and is also 
a long term investment for the 
future.  

We held a presentation on 
First Aid Skills for parents in the 
school on 6 December 2012 at 
7.00 p.m.  This was provided by 
Thornhill Health Centre.  

Some of our new members are 
involved in putting information 
together for a new School 
Handbook with other colleagues in 
the school.  

Recently we had a 
presentation on Careers Advice 
and we have formed a sub group 
of our members to produce a “one 
page” information sheet on 
careers and the roles of pupils, 
parents and advisors.  

Our final Parent Council 
meeting of 2012 was on 12 
December when we heard from 
the up-cycling project team, one 
of the school groups which the 
the Parent Council gave some 
financial support to recently.  

Please feel free to contact me 
on any matters regarding the 
school.  

 

Brian Johnstone,  
Chairman  

 

WALLACE HALL ACADEMY PARENT COUNCIL NEWS 

As you will know, the Queensberry Initiative, a 

community partnership project based at Wallace 
Hall Academy and working with the seven schools 

of Mid-Nithsdale, has gone from strength to 
strength over the past four years.  Now every child 

in the area has some sort of participation in this 

project - and it is winning national awards and 
recognition.  However, it can only continue to do 

the excellent, sector-leading work it has 
undertaken if sufficient funding support is found 

to allow it to keep going after its current funding 
finishes in August 2013. 

If you would like to be involved in helping to keep the 
Queensberry Initiative operating for future years and to 
benefit all our children and young people, please contact 
Pat Kirby, Queensberry Initiative Development Officer, to 
find out how you might be able to help out with our 
current funding drive - perhaps by sharing expertise or 
contacts?  Joining our funding leadership group?  Or 
offering advice about how we can secure the future for 
the Initiative?  We would welcome your support. 

Queensberry Initiative Funding Crisis 


