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Raising the profile of our 

Queensberry Initiative  

On Thursday 28 February the Duke 

o f  Bu cc l euch  ho s ted  an 
information evening for the 

Queensberry Initiative (QI) at 
Drumlanrig Castle.   This was 

attended by potential funders who 

hope to help secure the financial 
future of this sector-leading 

charity based at Wallace Hall 
Academy. 

Three Wallace Hall Academy pupils, 
Ailie Bryson, John Carlisle and Lucy 
Doig, spoke eloquently about the 
Initiative and its impact on pupils’ 
health and wellbeing, self-esteem and 
employability.  Other speakers included 
the Duke and Barry Graham, 
Chairperson of the Initiative and Head 
Teacher of Wallace Hall Academy, and 
Michael Russell, Cabinet Secretary for 

Education and Lifelong Learning, who 
spoke by video link. 

Pat Kirby, QI Development Officer, 
said:  “We have completed some really 
fantastic work in the past four years.  
However, support from the community 
is vital if we are to continue to succeed.   

“Since our very positive evening at 
Drumlanrig Castle, members of our 
Funding Leadership Group have been 
contacting local businesses and 
ind iv idua ls to offer them the 
opportunity to join with us to ensure 
the good work of the QI continues.” 

If you are interested in helping to 
sustain the Queensberry Initiative by 
contributing to its funding drive please 
contact any member of the QI team, 
the Funding Leadership Group or Mr 
Graham. 
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Head Teacher Barry Graham 

is proud to announce that 
Wallace Hall Academy has 

been recognised by the Scot-
tish Education Awards this 

year in two categories:   the 

Global Citizenship Award and 
the Lifetime Achievement 

Award.  Barry Graham said:  
“These awards highlight the 

innovative practice of the 

school and its staff.  It is very 
unusual for any school to be 

shortlisted in more than one 
category and Wallace Hall 

Academy should be justifiably 
proud in achieving this dis-

tinction.” 

The Global Citizenship Award 
focuses on outdoor learning, sus-
tainable development education, 
education for citizenship and in-
ternational education.  Wallace 
Hall Academy has been shortlisted 
for their work with a variety of 
partners to assist the children and 
young people of rural Nithsdale to 
have a stronger and more in-
formed connection with their local 
landscape/environment and the 
people of all generations who live 

and work there.  As part of this 
process, a focus on Scottish iden-
tity and pride in that identity has 
been combined with opening 
doors on the wider world.  We are 
delighted that our young people 
see themselves as global citizens 
and are keen to be ambassadors 
for themselves, their region and 
their country.  Examples of good 
practice include our revitalised 
Pupil Council, the partnership 
working of the Queensberry Initia-
tive, our whapples community 
orchard, Comenius, Working in 
the Community senior module, 
our charities committees, voca-
tional courses, Interdisciplinary 
Learning Days, trips abroad, elec-
tions and MUNGAs (Model United 
Nations General Assembly) among 
many others.  Over the past two 
weeks Barry Graham and Pat Kir-
by, Development Officer for the 
Queensberry Initiative, have been 
delivering presentations to head 
teachers from all over Scotland at 
Education Scotland conferences 
on Wallace Hall’s development of 
Global Citizenship. 

Barry Graham is also delighted 

that his nomination of Pat Kirby 
for a Lifetime Achievement Award 
has been shortlisted for this 
award.  Along with her ground-
breaking work with both Queens-
berry Initiative and whapples, our 
community orchard project, Pat is 
an outstanding classroom teacher 
who has dedicated her life to 
helping all the young people she 
has worked with to achieve her 
potential.  Pat has worked in 
Dumfries and Galloway since 1975 
in a variety of schools and capaci-
ties and has been at Wallace Hall 
since 1988 teaching English and 
as Principal Teacher of Pupil Sup-
port.  Pat said:  “I am very hon-
oured to have been nominated for 
this prestigious award.  All teach-
ers work hard and strive to do 
their best for all their pupils.  As I 
plan to retire at the end of Sep-
tember this year this recognition 
is particularly significant for me.” 

Barry said:  “Pat remains brim-
ful of energy and retains a pas-
sion to make things better for 
every student she comes across.  
You only have to be in her com-
pany for five minutes to see the 
restlessness that drives most suc-
cessful people.  Pat is a consum-
mate professional who shares her 
vision readily.  Her extensive 
achievements will endure but 
there are many achievements still 
to come – it would be fitting if this 
award was one of them.” 

Wallace Hall Academy shortlisted for 

two Scottish Education Awards 
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Michael Keene of M K Welding  
based at New Cample near 

Thornhill, has very kindly 

fabricated and donated a 
custom-made, portable fire pit 

to the Queensberry Initiative.  
This will be used for team 

building and capacity-enhancing 
work which the Initiative 

carries out with pupils in Mid-

Nithsdale.   
The Initiative has worked with Mr 

Keene for several years.  He has 
allowed groups of young people to 

gain an insight into his expanding 
business and to see about both the 
practical and creative aspects of his 
work.  The Project Officers of the 
Initiative approached Michael after 
they made a very interesting visit to 
Denmark with Education Scotland to 
look at how Outdoor Learning is 
delivered in that country.  They were 
particularly impressed by the 
survival skills training and how this 
could impact on pupil development 
and came home with a desire for a 
QI fire pit.  They went to Michael 
with their ideas and he came back 
with a bespoke fire pit, which is 
perfect for use with small groups of 
young people. 

The fire pit has already been in 
use on several occasions and has 
proved to be an excellent resource 
for this outdoor learning project.   

The Queensberry Initiative is a 
local charity, currently funded by 
Dumfries and Galloway LEADER, the 
Holywood Trust, DGHP and several 
local community councils.  The 
Initiative is currently conducting a 
funding drive and welcomes any 

possible patrons and donors who 
may wish to support their award-
winning work. 

The photograph shows two 
senior pupils receiving the donation 
of the fire pit from Michael in his 
workshop at New Cample. 

The other photograph shows 
pupils getting to grips with lighting a 
fire using the brand new pit. 

Fire Pit Gift for Queensberry Initiative 

Our new Pupil Council 

Back Row (LBack Row (LBack Row (LBack Row (L----R)R)R)R):        Niall Gauld, Robbie Logan, Kieran Nicol, Liam Watson, Matthew Wood, Angus Bruce, Ben Wicks, Aiden Halliday and  
Robert Guthrie.  Middle Row (LMiddle Row (LMiddle Row (LMiddle Row (L----R)R)R)R):        Georgie Blount, Mia Osborne, Paola Hristova, Marianne Nicholson, Faye Harkness, Alix Muir, 
Rachael McNish, Lauren Gray and Ms Beynon.  Front Row (LFront Row (LFront Row (LFront Row (L----R)R)R)R):  Imogen Gordon, Lorna Rideout, Deri Ronan, Evan Cringean, Danny 
Cringean, Sam Cullen, Rosie Sloan, Rory Beynon-Gray and Judi Park.  Missing from the photograph areMissing from the photograph areMissing from the photograph areMissing from the photograph are:  Lucy Doig, Robert Ponton, Beth 
Johnstone, Morgan Crosbie, Molly Harkness,  Gavin Bevan, Jack McQueen, Jordan Hirst, Hamish Brown, Ryan Walker and John Carlisle. 
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Pupils from Wallace Hall recently competed with 
tens of thousands of other people from schools, 

colleges and workplaces across the UK, in the 
country’s biggest environmental competition.  

The Climate Week Challenge ran on Monday the 4th 
March as part of Climate Week, the UK’s biggest climate 
change campaign. 30 pupils from years S1 to S4 took 

part in the Challenge which aims to encourage as many 
people as possible to come up with creative ideas to 
help the environment.  

The Climate Week Challenge was open to everyone 
and teams of 4 to 6 people competed within age cate-
gories, although they all worked on the same core chal-
lenge. The Challenge was only revealed to the teams on 

the morning they were due to take part and they were 
given until the end of the day to complete the task. This 
year’s challenge was to design the ultimate eco- home.  

The school’s winning junior team, whose entry was 
put forward for the national competition, comprised of 
Alexandru Nan, Harris Maxwell, Georgie Blount and Han-
nah Graham. Their eco-home was called Hill House and 
incorporated a spiral pathway around the house to grow 
fruit and vegetables for the home, the path was fed by 
compost produced through a wormery. The senior entry 
by Emilia Kostka, Chelsea Johnstone, Laura Mushet, 
Kerris Parkinson and Amelia Snape was called Tri-eco. 

This was a triangular shaped house made from polysty-
rene bricks and surrounded by solar panels.  

We are pleased to announce that the junior team has 
been selected as a finalist within their age category. The 
competition judge, Robert Swan OBE, was said to be 
delighted with the knowledge, passion and enthusiasm 
with which participants tackled the task. The team are 
now eagerly waiting for their prize to be announced.  

Kirsty Landers one of our geography teachers who 
organised this event said: “The Climate Week Challenge 
was a great chance for pupils to put their classroom 
learning about climate change into practice. The chal-
lenge was an engaging and useful way for our pupils to 
continue learning about the effects climate change is 
having on our planet and also an excellent opportunity 
to develop strategic thinking about the potential solu-
tions. We are very excited to be winners of the country’s 
biggest environmental competition.”  

National 

Climate Challenge 
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The Rotary Clubs of Dumfries 

and Thornhill and District re-
cently held their annual 

Young Musician of the Year 
contest in the Cairndale Ho-

tel, Dumfries. Representing 
Wallace Hall Academy were 

Jordan Tweedie and Imogen 

Gordon, both S4. 
The event was a great suc-

cess, and was especially success-
ful for Jordan Tweedie who won 
playing his euphonium. Jordan 
has been playing the euphonium 
for two years and has been play-
ing the trumpet since he was 
seven years old. Jordan plays 
with Dumfries Town Band and 
has travelled all over Britain with 
them to various competitions and 
musical events.  Jordan’s ambi-
tion is to play in the Royal Albert 

Hall. Jordan is the only one in his 
family who plays any musical in-
struments.  Jordan also plays the 
flute. He hopes in the future to 
join an army band. Jordan advis-
es all readers who want to play a 
musical instrument, “take the 
time to learn properly.” He 
names David Childs, another eu-
phonium player, as being an in-
spiration to him and says he 
doesn’t get nervous about playing 
in front of large amounts of peo-
ple.  

Mr Riley, music teacher at 
Wallace Hall for many years, was 
at the event and told us, “It was 
a wonderful evening where the 
pupils of Wallace Hall Academy 
did themselves proud. Imogen 
Gordon and Jordan Tweedie rep-
resented the school and both 

performed to an extremely high 
standard. Jordan took first place 
in the competition, which was 
open to all pupils in burgh 
schools and Nithsdale. Jordan 
played extremely musically and 
carried the audience with him 
from his first note to the last in a 
very challenging piece (Jordan 
played themes and variations of 
‘Grandfather’s Clock’).”  

Jordan went on to compete at 
the next round of the competition 
in Annan where the standard was 
extremely high.  The appreciative 
audience was entertained by a 
feast of music and by some very 
talented young musicians.  Jor-
dan was placed second and quali-
fied for the national final held at 
Stewart Melville College in Edin-
burgh on 10th March.   

Fifteen talented young musi-
cians descended on the Tom 
Fleming Centre for Performing 
Arts at Stewart Mellville to per-
form to a large, enthusiastic audi-
ence.  Jordan’s musical ability 
was praised by the judges and he 
was presented with a certificate 
for reaching the national final.  
Jordan said:  “Although I didn’t 
win at the final I was delighted to 
get so far in this prestigious com-
petition.   I really enjoyed the 
experience and I look forward to 
taking part in this competition 
again next year.” 

Jordan hits the right note 
report by Sophie Johnson 
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Mr Arrowsmith 

 
What Secondary School did you 

go to? 
St. George’s High School, Blackpool. 
What University did you go to? 

Manchester University. 
Opinion of WHA? 

Very impressed with the school and 
the organisation. The pupils are very 

hard working. 
Do you have any hobbies/

interests? 

Mountain biking, running and watch-
ing sports. 

What superpower would you 
want? 

The ability to fly. 

Miss Clark 

 
What Secondary School did you 

go to? 
Dumfries High School. 

What University did you go to? 

I went to two: Edinburgh University 
and Strathclyde University.  
Opinion of WHA? 

The school is great and everyone is 
friendly. 

Do you have any hobbies/

interests? 

I like travelling, running and animals. 
What animal would you want to 

be? 
Cat – get to sleep two thirds of the 

time! 

Mrs Menzies 

 
What Secondary School did you 

go to? 
Wallace Hall Academy!  

What did you do after school? 

Skill Seeker with the council, modern 
apprenticeship. 

Opinion of WHA? 
Has a friendly, positive attitude to-

wards learning. 
Do you have any hobbies/

interests? 

Reading….. FIRE FIGHTER!!!! 
What superpower would you 

want? 
Invisible – to see what people are 

doing because I’m nosy.  

Mr Myatt  

 
What Secondary School did you go to? 

Annan Academy. 
What University did you go to? 

University of the West of Scotland. 
Opinion of WHA? 

It’s a really good, new environment which encourages pupils to 
learn more. It gets the best out of students; also I like the 

Queensberry Initiative.  Better than Annan Academy!! 
Do you have any hobbies/interests? 
Computers, music, movies, normal things. 
What superpower would you want? 

Invisible. 
What animal would you like to be? 

Cat because they sleep all day! 

Miss Livingstone 

 
What Secondary School did you go to? 

Campbeltown Grammar.  
What University did you go to? 

Glasgow University. 
Opinion of WHA? 

Very good, the pupils work hard. 
Do you have any hobbies/interests? 

Walking, swimming and reading. 
What superpower would you want? 

To be able to fly – I’d get to work quicker! 

New Staff 
Five new staff have recent-

ly joined Wallace Hall 
Academy:  Miss Livingstone 

(Geography teacher), Mr 

Myatt (ICT Technician), Mr 
Arrowsmith (Business 

Studies teacher), Miss 
Clark (Biology Teacher) 

and Mrs Menzies (Clerical 

Assistant). Our publicity 
group decided to ask them 

a few questions... 
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World Book Day  celebrations got underway this  year at Wallace Hall Academy when  pupils from the 

Wallace Hall Primary 7 class visited the library to read alongside some of our Sixth Year pupils.  To 
add to the atmosphere the Primary 7 pupils dressed up as their favourite character from a book.  

Later on in the day we had a standstill reading session for all staff and pupils and staff took time to recommend 
some of their favourite books.  Some photographs of these activities are featured on the next two pages. 

World Book Day Celebrations at Wallace Hall 

The Forest  
by Benjamin Haynes 

The Forest is a city, 

Bustling with activity. 

As the tree trunks tremble in the wind, 

And the flowers and the birds hum and sing, 

And the leaves transform to brown, 

from emerald green, 

As they float gently to the ground, 

And create an autumn scene. 

As the winter creeps in, and the seasons change, 

And as the sheet white snow,  

Blankets the trees of old age. 

But soon enough comes spring around the corner, 

Who shuns away winter and his mourners. 

And the snowdrops begin to bloom, 

And the trees begin to loom, 

And the swallows begin to zoom and summer is 
here again. 

PUPIL WORKPUPIL WORKPUPIL WORKPUPIL WORK    

Benjamin Haynes, one of our S1 pu-

pils, has been displaying a real talent 
for poetry.  On the left is  one of his 

poems titled “The Forest”.   
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World Book Day 
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World Book Day 
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QI Outdoor Woodcraft 
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Recent QI Outdoor Activities 
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Recently in Art as 

part of our first year 
course we were 

asked to do a still life 
drawing of snow-

drops.  Mrs Black 

brought into school 
some snowdrops that 

were planted in pots 
and displayed on the 

table and these gave 
us the inspiration for 

our initial sketches.   

Once we had finished 
our sketches, Mrs Black 
photocopied them, 
which left us with three 
copies of our snow 
drops. Then we were 
asked to treat each of 
the three copies differ-
ently by using coloured 
pencils, watercolour 
paints and outlining the 
drawings using black 
ink.   

The class’ drawings 
of the snowdrops turned 
out to be really spectac-
ular. Some looked really 
realistic and others very 
creative and colourful. It 
was a fun activity which 
we all enjoyed. 

SNOWDROPSSNOWDROPSSNOWDROPSSNOWDROPS    
report by Chloe Lancaster,  

Zara Kennedy and Maia Smyth 

Sam HamiltonSam HamiltonSam HamiltonSam Hamilton    

Zara KennedyZara KennedyZara KennedyZara Kennedy    

Chloe LancasterChloe LancasterChloe LancasterChloe Lancaster    

Maia SmythMaia SmythMaia SmythMaia Smyth    
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Sparkleshark 

The Higher Drama pupils gave a very successful performance of “Sparkleshark” at the end of last term 

to an audience consisting of fellow pupils, parents and members of the community.  This performance 

was part of an added value unit in the Higher Drama course aimed at  building and developing the pu-

pils’ acting and performance skills.  Pictures above and below show the cast and crew on the night. 
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A feast of talent was on offer 
for all to enjoy at the recent 

Burns Supper held in the Bailey 

Hall at Wallace Hall Academy.  
Organised by the Wallace Hall 

Academy Parent Council, the 
night was a huge success with 

a capacity audience enjoying 
performances by a variety of 

pupils, staff and members of 

the wider Wallace Hall commu-
nity. 

Chairman for the night was Eng-
lish teacher John Docherty.  John 
introduced all the performers in his 
typically warm and humorous style, 
ensuring that the evening ran 
smoothly.  The arrival of the haggis 
kicked off the proceedings with our 
piper Tom Kehoe (S5) leading the 
way for Kate Lethardy (S4) to pre-
sent the steaming delicacy to S6 
pupil Mhairi Dalgleish who gave the 
customary address to the haggis 
with flair, clarity and passion.   

After a first class supper pre-
pared by the Wallace Hall Academy 
kitchen staff and served by senior 
pupils, the rest of the evening’s 
entertainment got off to a fine start 
with a superb display of Highland 

Dancing by Kate Lethardy (S4) and 
Catherine Anderson (S3).   Kate 
and Catherine train at different 
dance schools but showed real co-
operation and elegant symmetry in 
their dancing.  

It was particularly apt that 
award-winning poet Hugh McMillan 
should deliver the Immortal 
Memory as Hugh has a great affini-
ty with the works of Burns and a 
tremendous knowledge of the life 
of our Bard.  Hugh emphasised the 
radical nature of the poet which 
makes Burns very relevant to mod-
ern Scotland.  Imogen Gordon (S2) 
then took to the stage, holding the 
audience spellbound with a sensi-
tive performance with her violin, 
highlighting why she is much in 
demand as a performer.  It was 
then time for the Toast to the Las-
sies and this was delivered by re-
tired Physics teacher Frank Farrell.  
Frank began his teaching career at 
Wallace Hall Academy and, over the 
past few years, has returned to 
help out on a supply basis, as he 
aptly said:  “coming full circle”.  
Following Frank the gathering was 
treated to some nimble footwork 

from Donald Kennedy (S3) and Fra-
ser Lethardy (S3) as they showed 
us how the sword dance should be 
done.  The boys were accompanied 
by piper Willie Prentice and are 
taught by Sinclair Barbour, leader 
of the famous Thornhill Scottish 
Country Dancers.  Both Willie and 
Sinclair are former pupils of Wallace 
Hall Academy.   

After a short break Catherine 
Anderson demonstrated why she is 
the current Scottish Senior School 
Burns Recitation champion, reciting 
an extract from “Tam O’Shanter” 
with confidence and conviction.  
Both Catherine and Mhairi have 
achieved at the highest level with 
their performances of Burns’ work 
and are great ambassadors for our 
school.  The Reply from the Lassies 
was cleverly constructed in rhyme 
by Catherine McNay, former Biology 
teacher at Wallace Hall Academy 
who was recently promoted to Act-
ing Depute Head Teacher at Lock-
erbie Academy.  Last but not least 
it was the turn of Duncan Muir on 
the accordion.  Duncan, who plays 
with the critically acclaimed band 
KODA, brought the performances to 
a close with a technically challeng-
ing set of Scottish tunes that de-
lighted the audience.   

John Docherty closed the even-
ing by thanking all who helped 
make the evening such a success.   

The best of Burns  

at Wallace Hall  
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Recently the Wallace Hall 

Academy Activity Tourism 

group paid a visit to the Cream 
o’ Galloway Visitor Centre 

where they were warmly 
welcomed by Helen Fenby, 

Visitor Services Manager.  
Helen gave the pupils a guided 

tour and talked about how the 

business operates and how it 
has developed over the years.  

The group focused on 
resources, staff, marketing, 

products and customer 

services and the pupils had the 
opportunity to ask questions 

and to discuss their own 
customer service experiences 

and employment aspirations.  

Helen spent some time 

describing the attributes of a 

Cream o’ Galloway employee 
and what skills and qualities 

they look for when recruiting. 
Later that morning the group all 

had the chance to design and 
make their own ice cream sundae.  
As you can imagine, this was a 
popular activity with varied and 
spectacular results.  Following a 
locally-sourced lunch that included 
burgers produced from cattle bred 
on the Cream o’ Galloway farm, 
everyone tucked into their own ice 
cream creation with gusto!  After a 
brief period of recuperation, the 
outdoors beckoned and pupils 
enjoyed the range of fun activities  
available for children of all ages! 

Activity Tourism provides pupils 
with the skills and knowledge 
r e l e v a n t  t o  em p l o yme n t 
opportunities in tourism.  The 
course also highlights possible 
openings in terms of future 
training/study while presenting S6 
pupils with the opportunity to 
broaden and enr ich the i r 

educational experience.  Anyone 
interested in learning more about 
the course should speak to Mr 
Pape. 

Touring Cream o’ Galloway 

Mr David Paton (Mr Graham’s 

father-in-law) came in to our 
forestry module on a Thursday 

to give us a brief lecture about 

chainsaw basics.  
He had with him three chain-

saws: one normal, another electric 
and a modern chainsaw that could 
be programed and tuned via a 
computer.  We all got a shock at 
the noise when he started the elec-
tric chainsaw that he had with him! 

Mr Paton took apart the normal 
chainsaw with great ease and was 
really knowledgeable about what 
each part of the chainsaw did.  He 
took time to show us the individual 

components, explaining their pur-
pose.  

Mr Paton also gave a brief his-
tory of his working life to the class 
and explained how chainsaws have 
developed over the years. He ex-
pressed his feelings on the modern 

day chainsaw and showed us how 
they are likely to change the way 
that forestry will be in the future. 

We really enjoyed listening to 
Mr Paton’s personal experiences 
back in the day when he worked 
for Husqvarna chainsaws. 

Chainsaw 
experience 

report by Jack Pybus  

and Cameron Scott 
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It was a freezing Friday 
morning and after 10 minutes 

of waiting for the boys, they 
turned up rather cold and 

annoyed after Dylan made 

them wait 45 minutes in the 
town. Scott, Rory, Dylan, Miss 

Stuart and myself then went 
up to the prison, not quite sure 

of what we were expecting. 

After going through security 
we met Moffat Academy and 

Lockerbie Academy and we 
were finally ready to start our 

tour.  
The first stage of our visit was 

to look at the observation cells. 
These are for the prisoners who 
require 24 hour supervision by the 
prison officers. The cells are 
incredibly basic, the walls are plain 
and only consist of a gym mat on 
the floor as a bed. This shocked us 
all as we had never seen a room so 
bleak and uninviting.  We knew 
prison would be nothing fancy, but 
this did not stop us from being 
surprised at the conditions of the 
cells.  

As the tour went on, however, 
the cells began to improve greatly. 

We were shown the punishment 
cells which although are still 
incredibly basic, they have a toilet 
and bed provided. Lastly, we were 
able to visit the long term 
offenders’ cells. They are a lot 
more pleasant than the previous 
cells and a lot more homely inside. 
Again, they have a toilet and 
shelves but also have a desk, 
shelves and a small kettle and TV 
which are probably the smallest 
versions of household items we 
have ever seen. Despite the 
offenders’ cells being a lot more 
welcoming, we could understand 
why due to the long periods of 
time that the prisoners were 
separated from society.  

Whilst we were on our tour, we 
had the chance to visit the 
canteen. Here, we were told how 
the long term offenders and short 
term offenders are served lunch at 
different times and that some 
offenders work in the kitchens as 
part of the work programme in 
prisons. Whilst many of the 
prisoners only help assist in the 
kitchen, there are also head chefs 
who are paid £16 a week. We were 

shown a set menu for prisoners 
that rotates over 3 weeks and the 
officer in charge of the kitchen 
area told us how the prison only 
gets £1.80 to feed a prisoner every 
day including breakfast, lunch and 
dinner. We were astonished at how 
the prison managed to feed a 
prisoner on £1.80 a day as it a very 
small amount.  

Once we had our tour of the 
prison, we had the chance of trying 
the food (which was possibly the 
best macaroni cheese we had ever 
tasted) and soon we were able to 
talk to two of the prisoners. Having 
the prisoners present made us 
realise how good a relationship the 
prisoners and officers have with 
each other. The prisoners had a 
laugh with both the officers and 
the students which made everyone 
feel at ease in the room. Each 
student had the chance to ask the 
prisoners questions about childcare 
in prisons, the rehabilitation 
process and  reoffending in society. 
Everyone found the prison visit 
very beneficial for our studies and 
also gave us an insight into the 
lives of prisoners away from 
society. We were able to 
understand the effects prison had 
on offenders and the conditions 
that they have to face. We all 
thoroughly enjoyed our visit and it 
was one we will definitely 
remember. 

Advanced Higher Modern 
Studies pupils spend a day 

behind bars 
 

report by Caitlin Murray 

For up-to-date information on what is happening at Wallace Hall Academy please visit  

our school website on www.wallacehallacademy.com 
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Drama students from S1 to 

S5 had the benefit of a visit 
from professional theatre 

make-up artist, Abi MacKel-
lar, at a series of workshops 

earlier this term.  Abi 

demonstrated a variety of 
styles of  theatrical make-

up including how to make 
someone look older and the 

more gruesome burns and 

wounds techniques.   
The students thoroughly 

enjoyed the workshops and we 
are hoping to invite Abi back for 
an after school theatrical make-
up workshop offering a more in
-depth experience.  Please see 
Ms Beynon for more details. 

Make Up Masterclass 

    

Contacting the schoolContacting the schoolContacting the schoolContacting the school 
The telephone number for Wallace Hall Academy is 01848 332120.  The fax number is 01848 332564 with the 

email address: woffice358@ea.dumgal.sch.uk.  Our office staff are your first point of contact. They will be 

pleased to deal with any enquiry you wish to make regarding your child and to put you in touch with the relevant 

member of staff.  Outside office hours you may leave a message on our answering machine.  Please contact us if 

you have any problems. We are here to help.  Visit the school website: www.wallacehallacademy.com for the lat-

est news and information. 
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Last week all of the S1 pupils 

from Wallace Hall visited  

Glasgow Science Centre. It was 
a really good experience for us 

all as it covered Chemistry, 
Physics and Biology! 

We left the school early in the 
morning and got to the science 
centre in time to watch a live show 
before lunch. The man that did the 

show was great and really made the 
show memorable and the different 
science tricks he showed us were 
awesome! After lunch we looked 
around for a while then got 
assembled in the entrance area 
before entering into the IMAX 
theatre. 

We watched the Artic Show 
which was a fantastic documentary 
on polar bears and other artic 
animals. It was a great way of 
promoting the effects of pollution, 
helping us understand about why it’s 

important to save the environment 
and it’s not only ourselves who 
suffer from the effects! Plus it was in 
3D which made it a whole lot more 
exciting. 

Lastly we got to have a look 
around the centre on our own and 
look at different things we enjoyed. 
There were so many things I didn’t 
even realise existed. At the end we 
got the chance to go to the gift shop 
and buy a variety of different things. 
A very talkative bus journey home 
made a great end to a fun-filled day! 

S1 Science Trip 
report by Georgie Blount 
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On the 7th February 2013, Dr 

Fulton’s S3 Intermediate 1 
physics class visited the Floors 

Farm with Miss Peoples, 

Queensberry Initiative Project 
Officer.  The reason for the 

visit was for the class to ob-

serve how ultrasound is used 
in medicine by checking for 

unborn piglets.  

When we visited the farm the 
pigs were 9 weeks pregnant and 

we each checked a different pig. 
There was a screen which came up 
white if there was a piglet inside, 
black if there was not. Andrew 
Braid was keen to start and he 
took all of our photos on the trip.      

Ultrasound is what we used to 
check the pigs to see if they were 
pregnant. This can also be used in 
hospitals to check for babies in 
pregnant women.  

When we arrived at Floors 
Farm, the farmer came out and 
showed us the way to the pigs. 
When we got in the male and fe-
male pigs were separated into dif-
ferent pens.  The males were very 
vicious but the females did not 
seem to mind us working with 
them so one by one we checked 
them over. 

Overall it was a great day and 
we have Miss Peoples and Dr Ful-
ton to thank for it.  We hope to go 
on more trips like this. It was a 
great experience and we gained a 
deeper understanding of ultra-
sound.  It was also really good fun 
to get hands on experience on the 
farm. 

Physics takes the bacon 
report by Lewis Tait, Joe Macgrain and William Jackreport by Lewis Tait, Joe Macgrain and William Jackreport by Lewis Tait, Joe Macgrain and William Jackreport by Lewis Tait, Joe Macgrain and William Jack    

Recently Fraser Lethardy was 
nominated by his Senior Tutor 

at the Royal Conservatoire of 

Scotland to be offered a place 
to perform with his double bass 

as part of the Benedetti ses-
sions at the City Halls, Glasgow 

on Friday the 22nd March.   
Fraser said:  “I met lots of tal-

ented musicians at the Benedetti 
sessions and the culmination was 
when I performed the Intermezzo 
from Cavalleria rusticana as part of 
a large orchestra, led by Nicola 

Benedetti.  Nicola told us that she 
has wanted to do this type of work-
shop for years and there is no doubt 
that we really benefitted from her 
musical expertise.  

“I really enjoyed the whole expe-
rience and it was a fantastic oppor-
tunity to work with an inspiration-
al Scottish musical superstar in an 
outstanding venue.” 

Orchestral Inspiration 
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A wealth of musical talent en-
tertained the audience at our 

recent Easter Concert.   There 

was something for everyone to 
enjoy with our classical musi-

cians sharing the limelight with 
our budding rock stars.   

Compèred by Ben  Wicks and 
Nick Willetts, the evening got off to 
a rousing start with the skirl of the 
pipes played by  Mhari Prentice and 
Becky Walker.  The mixed ensemble 
then took to the stage playing “Little 
Talks, Mercy, Mercy Mercy” with 
Beth Johnstone adding her beautiful 
vocals into the mix.  The next act 
was Amy Landsburgh and Phoebe 
Callan who performed a sensitive 
version of “Hometown Glory” with 
Phoebe on piano and Amy on vo-
cals.  It was then the turn of one of 
our newest pupils to Wallace Hall 
Academy, Benjamin Haynes.  Benja-
min’s technical and musical ability 
delighted the audience as he per-
formed “Blackbird” on the acoustic 
guitar.  The next act comprised of 
Sam Solley (piano), Peter Wall 
(guitar), Aiden Halliday (bass guitar) 
and Siôn Davies (drums).  Their 
choice of piece was “A Wise Bud” 
and it will be a wise move to keep 
your eye on this extremely talented 
group of musicians.  We were then 
treated to a sensitive and atmos-
pheric rendition of “Make You Feel 
My Love” by Beth Muirhead on vo-
cals and guitar.  Next up was Imo-
gen Gordon on violin accompanied 
by Mr Riley on piano.  Her chosen 
piece “Pastorale from the Four Sea-
sons” was beautifully executed, 

clearly demonstrating Imogen’s 
technical ability on the violin.  Bring-
ing the first half to a close perform-
ing “Creep” were Lauren Dalgleish 
(voice) and Hamish Brown (guitar).  
Judging by the applause there is no 
doubt that the audience appreciated 
Lauren and Hamish’s interpretation 
of the Radiohead classic. 

After a short interval Nick and 
Ben got the show on the road again 
by introducing Abbie Houston and 
Emma Kennedy.  Abbie and Emma’s 
fingers flew over the piano keys as 
they played “The Washington Post” 
as a piano duet.  It was then the 
turn of Alice Byar (flute) and Martha 
Ferguson (cello) accompanied by Mr 
Riley on harpsichord.  Their piece, 
“Largo and Allemande”, was simply 
enchanting and much enjoyed by 
all.  On stage next were Heather 
O’Connor (voice and piano), Hamish 
Brown (guitar), Peter Wall (bass) 
and Siôn Davies (drums), supported 
by Mr Riley on keyboard and back-
ing vocals.  This group’s version of 
the Coldplay track “Fix You” was 
superb.  The next item on the pro-
gramme was billed as Emmylou Har-
ris and Joe Cocker but we had a 
much better option as our own 
much loved Pat Kirby and John Hall 
stepped onto the stage to huge ap-
plause, performing “You’ve Got a 
Friend”.  Listening to the audience’s 
response there was no doubt that 
these two teachers have many 
friends in Wallace Hall Academy.  
Following this act was not easy but 
Jordan Tweedie showed just why he 
is the current Rotary Young Musician 

of the Year for the Nithsdale area as 
he entertained the audience with his 
euphonium playing the technically 
challenging piece, “Grandfather’s 
Clock”.  Dire Straits’ fans were in for 
a treat next as Peter Wall (voice and 
guitar), Aiden Halliday (drumkit) and 
Hamish Brown (bass), again accom-
panied by Nick Riley on the piano, 
rocked their way through “Brothers 
in Arms”.  Our next performer, Alma 
Riddell, always brings something 
new to the stage and yet again she 
did not disappoint performing her 
own composition, “Time”.  Alma’s 
creativity is to be applauded and 
judging by the audience’s reaction 
they agreed with this statement. 

Duncan Muir and his accordion 
appeared next on the programme.  
Duncan expertly manoeuvred his 
way through the technically chal-
lenging “Flambée Montalbanaise”, 
originally written as a gypsy guitar 
piece.  The Fused brought the 
evening’s entertainment to a re-
sounding close in their own vibrant 
and exciting style.  This group is 
comprised of Lauren Dalgleish 
(vocals), Hamish Brown (guitar), 
Sebastian Summers (bass), Liam 
Stevenson (guitar) and Siôn Davies 
(drums) and they performed two 
tracks - “I Know” and “Smells Like 
Teen Spirit”.  The Fused were called 
back on for an encore and the audi-
ence just loved their version of 
“Nelly the Elephant”.  It is no sur-
prise that The Fused is making quite 
a name for themselves on the local 
music scene. 

There is no doubt that this year’s 
Easter Concert was a resounding 
success.  Roll on next Easter! 

Easter Concert 
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Easter Concert 
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Easter Concert 
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The world’s largest Music for 

Youth Festival took place dur-
ing February and March.  Our 

band, “The Fused” were invited 

to take part in the Scottish 
event held in Glasgow on 15 

February. 
We left the school at 11:30 that 

morning looking forward to per-
forming. When we arrived at Glas-
gow High School, it really didn't 
seem like the kind of festival that 
our music would fit in at. This was 
because all we could see were 
swarms of orchestra players and 
primary children leaving the school 
for their lunch break as their morn-
ing session finished.  It was a very 
alien atmosphere for us.  

We dropped off our kit before 
rushing out to get lunch at a near-
by corner shop. On returning we 

were very pushed for time to set up 
on stage and do a sound check. 
When it was time for our sound 
check we had about thirty seconds, 
so the sound levels weren't exactly 
what we wanted them to be, but 
would have to do.  

We were asked to take our 
seats in the hall and the show 
started. We were seated at the 
front of the hall, a great place to sit 
and enjoy the other acts.  

It turned out that there was a 
very wide variety of musicians play-
ing, from a quartet of fiddle players 
to a huge jazz ensemble! When it 
came to our turn we couldn't wait 
to get on stage. We had 10 
minutes to make an impact on the 
audience and we started off by 
playing our funky cover of Stevie 
Wonder's "Superstition". Perform-

ing such a famous classic went 
down a treat and really caught the 
audience’s attention so they were 
tuned in to hear one of our own 
songs! We played "Sympathetic 
Epidemic", a song we wrote late 
last year, and it went down a 
storm.  

Finally we played The Clash’s 
version of "I Fought The Law" to 
finish with a big impact and it defi-
nitely paid off! We left the stage 
with smiles on our faces feeling 
that we'd accomplished all we 
could. Half an hour later we were 
given feedback by the profession-
als. They loved us and gave use 
very positive comments, especially 
our communication skills as a band.  

All too soon we were homeward 
bound after a great day of enjoying 
all kinds of music. 

THE  FUSED   
ROCK THE FESTIVAL 

report by Hamish Brown 

Our Wallace Hall Academy newsletter is published termly as a record of the news happening in the 

school and to celebrate pupil, staff and school achievements.  However, even although we try very 

hard, it is extremely difficult to know about all the good things that happen to our pupils, whether 

this be in school or through external interests and hobbies.  If you have any news or achievements 

you would like to share with our readers please speak to Mrs Menzies in the Library and she will help 

you with any articles or photographs you would like published. 
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Earlier this term Adrian 
Sweeney, the British Heart 

Foundation Community Defib-
rillation Officer, visited Wal-

lace Hall Academy to work 

with our Duke of Edinburgh 
groups.  Following the initial 

session eight of our pupils -  
Zara Duncan, Chloe Flan-

nighan, Morton Harvey, Don-
ald Kennedy, Sophie Lee, Fra-

ser Lethardy,  Teigan Lord and 

Tom Martin - volunteered to 
undertake further training to 

qualify them as peer tutors. 
All eight successfully completed 

this training and were presented 
with their certificates.  Their train-
ing was quickly put into practice 
when the group visited pupils of 
Wallace Hall Primary School during 
their health week where they cas-
caded the skills they had learned 
to the younger pupils. 

Euan Mack, our Duke of Edin-
burgh Leader, said:  “I was really 
pleased by our pupils’ commit-
ment to the training programme 
and their ability to work with the 
primary pupils in a mature and 
responsible manner.   I hope we 
will be able to build on this train-
ing programme with next year’s 
Duke of Edinburgh students.” 

Helping with Health Week 

Sixth Year began with the usual 

scary reminders that this was 
our last year of relative normal-

ity before we would be tossed 
off the cliff edge into the rest of 

our lives. We were bombarded 

with advice about personal 
statements and CVs which 

needed to be personal and well 
thought out, as well as complet-

ed to a deadline, which crept up 
on the majority of us Sixth 

Years spine chillingly fast. It 

would be safe to say that the 
scariest thing for the majority 

of Sixth Years in writing our 
personal statements/CVs was 

the commitment to what we 

would be doing next year, 
which for many of us wasn’t de-

cided until worryingly close to 
the UCAS deadline.  

As well as stressing over UCAS 
and our future prospects Sixth Years 
also have to carry out extra duties, 
including helping out in the library, 
and for our Sixth Year prefects, du-

ties include the organisation of the 
busy lines at the canteen at break 
and lunch as well as the manning of 
clubs such as computer club and the 
S1 haven. It may not seem much 
but with UCAS deadlines looming, 
duties needing to be carried out and 
subjects needing revision, we soon 
realised that Sixth Year would not 
be the care free year of free periods 
and dominance over the younger 
year groups we had expected. 

The aim of this article, however, 
is not to scare pupils out of staying 
onto Sixth Year. Our final year at 
school has also been one of the 
best. Our added responsibilities for 
some Sixth Years involved the or-
ganisation of annual school events 
including the Halloween disco and 
Christmas dances which were en-
joyed both by the organisers and 
the pupils involved. The senior 
dance especially was a particularly 
enjoyable and memorable event. For 
some Sixth Years, this year has al-
lowed us to get involved in school 

trips to places like Auschwitz and 
China, amazing places we may nev-
er be able to visit again. And for the 
majority of Sixths Year the oppor-
tunity for an early lunch a few days 
a week really lifted our spirits with 
free periods being spent catching up 
on both work and sleep. 

Finally we think we speak for the 
whole of Sixth Year in thanking Mrs 
Menzies, Mrs Fraser and Mr Cubbon. 
Without them the majority of us 
Sixth Years probably wouldn’t even 
know what UCAS was let alone that 
it had strict deadlines and a lot of 
care needed  in completing our ap-
plications. We would like to thank 
them for all the help they gave us 
with our personal statements and 
applications to university/colleges 
and future jobs/ apprenticeships, 
and encouraging us to realise our 
true potential, not to be quite as 
terrified of the future as we were at 
the beginning of the year. 

Through the eyes of a sixth year  
report by Emma E Sloan and Sarah Cairnie 



Working Together to Achieve More 

Wallace Hall Academy Newsletter Page 26 April 2013 

This spring Rural Skills classes 

are having lambing practical 

experiences on a variety of 
partner farms including 

Dressertland, Hayfield and 
Marr farms.   

Rural Skills teacher Neil Miller 
said:  “This is extremely valuable 
experience for the pupils and we 
are delighted that very busy farm-
ers are making the time to give 
our pupils a chance to be hands on 
with the process of lambing.  The 
farm visits are organised by 
Leanne Peoples, Queensberry Initi-
ative Project Officer, and we are 
very pleased that thirteen local 
farms have opened their doors, 
their lambing sheds and their fields 
to our pupils.” 

John Carlisle said:  “When 
lambing at Dressertland Farm, Ben 
Hyslop and I worked with two 
ewes on our own which was a 
huge responsibility.  We learned a 
lot about the processes of what to 
do when things go wrong when a 
ewe is lambing.  We were so 
pleased that all the lambs we 
helped deliver survived.”  Ben 
Hyslop continued:  “It is great to 
get out of school and help out on 

the different farms.  On one farm 
we had to catch all the lambs that 
were a day old and put them into 
a quad bike trailer.  We also had to 
count all of the stock to make sure 
that no ewe had been left without 
its lamb.” 

At Hayfield, Ryan Gibson was 
involved in tending slightly older 
lambs, dosing them and sorting 
their bedding along with watching 
more complicated processes such 
as castration and trimming tails.  
He said:  “It was a cold afternoon 
but I really enjoyed the chance to 
work with an experienced farmer.” 

Staff at Wallace Hall Academy 
and the Queensberry Initiative are 
really grateful to the local farmers 
who have signed up to help with 
our Rural Skills courses.  If you are 
interested in finding out more 
about our Partner Farmer Scheme 
please contact Leanne Peoples at 
Wallace Hall Academy or Sinclair 
Barbour at Auchenhessnane Farm. 

Lambing time for Rural Skills 

Intermediate 2 pupils 
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Wallace Hall Academy was well 
represented at the recent 

Dumfries and District Music 
Festival with a large number of 

our pupils competing in the 

various sections.  The festival 
takes place over four weekends 

with classes in accordion and 
fiddle, music, speech, piping 

and drumming and country 

dancing.  The standard in all of 
the sections was extremely 

high with the adjudicators 
commenting on the breadth 

and depth of talent that the 
young people from Dumfries 

and district displayed.   

An area where pupils from 
Wallace Hall particularly excel in is 
the Scots Verse classes of the 
s p e e c h  s e c t i o n .   B r i a n 
Marjoribanks, adjudicator of the 
section, passed comment on the 
standard of the pupils from Wallace 
Hall Academy saying that he has 
not heard a better demonstration of 
Scots Verse recitations in any 
festival across the country.  
Particular mention must go to 
Mhairi Dalgliesh who achieved one 
of the very few outstanding 
certificates awarded at the festival 

for her recitation of “The Rights of 
Women” by Robert Burns.  Brian 
Marjoribanks praised the tonal 
quality of Mhairi’s voice along with 
the “sparkle of performance” she 
brought to the piece.  

The Wallace Hall Academy 
trophy winners from the festival are 
as follows:   
Accordion and Fiddle Section 

– Innes Kennedy won the Ian and 
Margaret Holmes Trophy for senior 
traditional accordion and the Ian 
Riddet trophy for best traditional 
accordionist from Dumfries and 
Galloway. 
Music Section - Sam Solley 

and Charlie Carr won the Dumfries 
Music Club Shield for piano duet 
and Angus and Fiona Bruce won 
the Alfred Publishing Company 
Shield for piano duet.  
Speech Section - Catherine 

Anderson and Nathan King won the 
Dignity Cup for the Duologue 
Section S1 – S3 and Catherine also 
won the Julia Jardine Memorial 
Shield for Poetry S1 – S3.  Justine 
Crosbie won the Loreburn UF 
Church Trophy for Scots Verse S1 – 
S3.  Lucy Doig won the Masque 
Players Trophy for Prose S1 – S3.  
Marianne Nicholson won the BT 
Trophy for Sight Reading S1 – S3.  
Eden Fisher won the River of Life 
Trophy for Bible Reading S4 – S6. 
Elspeth Nicholson won The May 
McCully Memorial Shield for Poetry 
S4 – S6 and the Kate Henderson 
Trophy for Sight Reading S4 – S6.  
Mhairi Dalgliesh won the WHA 
Academy trophy for Scots Verse S4 
– S6 and the Lockerbie Academy 
Trophy for Prose S4 – S6. 

Head Teacher Barry Graham 
said:  “Taking part in the various 
sections of the festival engages 
pupils in meaningful learning 
experiences within expressive arts, 
literacy and cross curricular 
learning.  It is great to see our 
young people achieving in music, 
speech and dance and we look 
forward to celebrating these 
successes at our  annual award 
ceremonies over the coming 
months.”   

The photographs on the 
following pages show some current, 
former and future pupils of Wallace 
Hall Academy with their trophies 
and certificates. 

Our Wallace Hall Winners 

Mhairi Dalgliesh with her outstanding certificate from the  

DDMFA Scots Verse Section  

S1 - S3 Scots Verse Section WHA competitors L - R:   Lucy Doig,  

Kieran Watson, Justine Crosbie (winner), Nathan King and Mia Osborne 
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DDMFA Winners 
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DDMFA Winners 
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Mrs Black’s S2 class have been 
working on a sculpture unit as 

part of their module class.   
Bethan James explained the pro-

cess of how her final piece evolved:  
“First I started off drawing bones, 
skulls and shells.   I then took a pho-
to of my hand holding a bone, which 
I drew and shaded using chalk and 
charcoal.  Using a view-finder I 
picked out an interesting piece of the 
drawing.  Then, using oil and water 
to do the marbling technique, I drew 

the shape which I found most inter-
esting in the picture.  I then cut it 
out and the scrap pieces I stuck onto 
a black piece of paper.   

“On another piece of paper I 
worked on the shapes.  Using card-
board I cut out the shapes and stuck 
them down onto another piece of 
card, ripping layers of cardboard off 
to create different textures, then 
stacking pieces of cardboard on top 
of each other to create form.  After 
creating different textures and thick-
nesses, I covered my model with 
yellow ink and painted it with gold 
paint; to finish it off I constructed a 
background to make it look realistic.   

“Once I had done that I started 
to make my final sculpture using clay 
and the shapes I had made as inspi-
ration.  The clay was fired using a 
kiln for a few days and once cool I 
used black ink to cover the sculp-

ture, finishing it off with gold and 
bronze paint.   

“When the ink on the sculpture 
had dried I took a photo of it and, 
using Adobe Photoshop, superim-
posed this on the image of a land-
scape.  I was pleased that I man-
aged to turn the photo of the sculp-
ture into a real-life looking image.   

“We had a real treat at the end of 
the module as we looked at Henry 
Moore’s life and artwork and visited 
the Glenkiln sculptures.” 

Model 
Makers 
Report by Bethan James 

Shaun Wilson 

Duncan Wright 

Mhari Prentice at  work S2 at Glenkiln 
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Twenty Primary 6 and Primary 7 pupils from 

Wallace Hall Primary School have been attending 

an ICT club at Wallace Hall Academy for the past 
few weeks.  The club is led by Grahame Ar-

rowsmith, one of our Business Education teach-
ers, and was set up to encourage independent 

ICT learning while building confidence on the 
computers.    

The pupils have been working on two projects to 
date:  learning about computer programming using a 
graphics based programming tool called Scratch and 
making a move using the package Movie Maker, incor-
porating photographs, text credits and downloading 
copyright free music. 

One of the Primary 6 pupils said:  “It is nice to have 
the time to experiment with different programmes 
where the teacher is on hand to help us.  Mr Ar-
rowsmith has made the activities great fun and coming 
along to this club has helped me get used to our new 
secondary school.”  Irene Kennedy, Primary 6 teacher 
said:  “The club is also a good opportunity for the Pri-
mary 6 and Primary 7 pupils to work together and help 
each other as they don’t often get this chance.”    

The club has been so successful it has been decided 
to continue until the end of May.  Mr Arrowsmith is 
looking at how to offer our cluster primary schools a 
similar opportunity and widen access to other primary 
pupils who are hoping to come to Wallace Hall Acade-
my. 

Computing Club 
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On the 21st of March 2013 P7 

pupils, along with some of Wal-
lace Hall’s own students, got 

together to work on reports 
about various things for the 

BBC news website. The differ-
ent reports they were working 

on include: the Sanqhuar Post 

Office closing down; The Com-
monwealth games; UK Budget 

day; Comic Relief; and finally 
Trucks through Thornhill. Our 

reporters in the newsletter 

module asked each group a bit 
about what they were doing.  

The Sanquhar Post Office group 
were investigating the history of the 
building which incidentally is the 
oldest post office in the world and 
last year celebrated its 300th year 
anniversary.   

A spokesperson for the group 
said about the day: “It’s good but it 
is also very hard sometimes when  
our Movie Maker doesn’t work”. 

Macauley Burns, S5, was helping 
the team studying the Common-
wealth games and how much people 
actually know about it. He said: “It’s 
a good cross-curricular link and also 

helps to develop our teaching skills. 
We’re looking at the ‘ins and outs’ of 
the Commonwealth Games and how 
it will help our continent.”  

UK Budget Day was looked at, 
and how much people knew about 
budgeting – Oliver Rideout said: 
“Today is great fun. We’re having a 
whale of a time.” 

Miss Stuart was one of the 
teachers running the event and told 
us: “All of the pupils are working 
really hard to produce their own 
news stories with primary and sec-
ondary pupils working well together. 
A strict deadline has to be met and 
all are working totally independently 
and under pressure to research, edit 
and produce their reports.” 

The students were also investi-
gating Comic Relief; researching its 
background and what Wallace Hall 
has done to raise money for it. One 
of the Comic Relief researchers told 
us: “We are all extremely enthusias-
tic”. 

One group was up the street 
studying the trucks that go through 
Thornhill. They were interviewing 
various people whose opinions gen-

erally were that trucks go too fast 
through Thornhill. Ashley Telfer 
from Wallace Hall told us: “I enjoy 
working with the primary.” Finally, 
the last group were looking at the 
origins of BBC News School Report, 
how it started and how it helps peo-
ple. Robert Guthrie, S4, played an 
important part in this group filming 
various people talking. “It’s brilliant 
fun,” he stated. “It’s the second 
year Wallace Hall Academy has 
done something like this but unfor-
tunately we haven’t got the BBC 
cameras this time. However, this 
doesn’t change our sense of 
achievement.” 

It was a busy day for everyone 
involved and the results of their 
hard work can be found on the Wal-
lace Hall school website where 
there’s a link to the BBC school re-
port page. Wallace Hall is very 
proud of the work its pupils have 
accomplished. 

BBC News School Report 
report by Sophie Johnson and Iona Anderson 
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MORE THAN 40 pupils from 

Wallace Hall Academy have 

just returned from the trip of a 
lifetime to China. Organised by 

staff members of the school, 
pupils had the chance to see 

sights ranging from the Great 
Wall of China to the Beijing 

Olympic Park.  

The trip started for us when our 
excited group arrived at the school 
early in the morning on Saturday 
23rd February in order to travel up 
to Glasgow Airport to catch the first 
short flight down to London. Arriv-

ing at Heathrow’s Terminal 5 at 
around lunchtime after milling 
around it was time to catch the 
next 9 hour flight which would take 
us straight to Beijing International 
Airport. The views from the plane 
were spectacular, especially as we 
flew over Russia and, with a full 
moon and clear night sky, we could 
look down and see the mountains 
and streetlights.  

We arrived at Beijing the follow-
ing morning and we were acquaint-
ed with our guides for the trip – 
Joyce and Amanda - who had cho-
sen to use their English names. 
Apparently they thought their Chi-
nese names were too hard for us, 

but we did try! We took a bus to 
the first restaurant where we sam-
pled the Chinese cuisine which was 
different to anything you’d expect 

from a takeaway. We had green 
tea, soup which you could say was 
an acquired taste, pork, cauliflow-
er, beef and onions and sweet and 
sour meals.  The rest of the meals 
we had in China were very similar 
to this one. 

We carried on to our first stop 
which was the Temple of Heaven, 
a significant Beijing temple where 
many Chinese people come to so-
cialise and pray.  The intricate de-
sign work on the traditional build-
ings was amazing and was all origi-
nal – these massive and tall build-

From Wallace Hall to Great Wall 
report by Robert Guthrie 
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ings were held up by only wood. 
We carried on to the restaurant for 
dinner and were treated to special 
dough balls which are eaten only 
on the First Day of the Chinese 
Lunar Year, the day we had ar-
rived. Fireworks also continued all 
night – bad news for those who 
needed their sleep at our hotel, the 
Beijing Suyuan Phoenix.  

First on the agenda for the next 
day was breakfast, which was very 
different to anything we would nor-
mally have. There were noodles, 
vegetables, salad, cake, spring rolls 
and rice. We then went to the 
Summer Palace where Chinese 
people come to pray.  It is also 
home to the longest corridor in the 
world, stretching over 700m. Our 
next treat was to see the pandas at 
Beijing Zoo, pandas being the na-

tional animal of China.  
One of the most interesting 

parts of the trip was going to a tea 
ceremony that afternoon.  We had 
the opportunity to see tea being 
prepared in the traditional Chinese 
fashion. We also got to sample dif-
ferent varieties. Finally, we went on 
a Beijing Hutong Tour, Hutongs 
being the old and traditional nar-
row streets of Beijing. We paired 
up and went in rickshaws around 
the old streets and we also saw 
some children our age who were 
very keen to have their photo tak-
en with Westerners like us!  

The following day we visited 
The Great Wall and we couldn’t 
have picked a better day. It had 
snowed the day before and it cre-
ated a beautifully picturesque sce-

ne in the sunshine. Some of us 
climbed to the top and an astound-
ing view awaited those who made 
it. The Wall does stretch over 
13,000 miles but we obviously 

couldn’t see that far! The clear day 
made for great sightseeing. The 
day culminated with a trip to the 
Olympic Park – home of the Beijing 

2008 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. We saw the “Bird’s Nest” 
and “The Cube” where athletics, 
ceremonies and aquatics events 
were held. The TV doesn’t do it 
justice; the stadium is colossal.  

The fifth day was our last in 
Beijing and we visited two more of 
the most famous places in the 
world – Tiananmen Square and 
The Forbidden City. Firstly, we all 
went inside the mausoleum of Mao 
Zedong, the first great dictator of 
Communist China. We viewed the 
effigy which lay on the grand table, 
but you can make up your own 
mind about whether it is real or 
not. We also saw the Chinese Great 
Hall Of The People (like our parlia-
ment) and many other monuments. 
After The Square we travelled un-
der one of Beijing’s eight ring-roads 
to The Forbidden City. With a 15m 
deep floor to stop intruders and 
nine protective gates, the Forbid-
den City was, as the name sug-
gests, out of bounds to all com-
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moners and only the Emperor was 
allowed into the vicinity. It was a 
lot of walking but it was brilliant to 
see such a historic site.  

The trip to Beijing culminated 
with a gratefully received McDon-
ald’s meal (just like the ones in 
Britain) and we then made our way 
to the Chinese Bullet Train station 
to get our five hour train to Shang-
hai in order to continue our Chi-
nese experience. After we’d been 
on the bullet train, the fastest train 
in the world travelling at 300km/hr, 
we arrived in Shanghai and drove 
through an amazingly illuminated 
city with skyscraper lights every-
where. After our 30 minute intro-
duction to the city from our new 
guide Mary, we arrived at the 

Shanghai Magnolia Hotel where we 
would spend the next few nights.  

The next morning, after break-
fast – similar to those of Beijing – 
we travelled to the Bund, the city’s 
financial district. It may not sound 
very exciting but it was surprisingly 
picturesque. Many of the buildings 
look very European as the city was 
colonised by people from Britain, 
France, Germany and other coun-
tries. Afterwards, we made our way 

through the midday traffic to our 
next destination – the Jade Buddha 
Temple. Jade is the famous Chi-

nese mineral which many orna-
ments are made of and at the 
Temple there was a massive jade 
Buddha which many come to wor-
ship. The temple was very ornate 
and we saw some Chinese people 
saying midday prayers with in-
cense, which produced a very pun-
gent smell indeed. We also enjoyed 
a Mongolian barbeque for lunch. 

The afternoon saw us venture 
up the famous Pearl TV Tower 
which is one of the tallest buildings 
in the world, comparable with the 
CN Tower in Canada. We went up 
in the high-tech lift at a rate of ten 
metres a second until we got up to 
the top storey. There was a mas-
sive glass floor there where you 
could stand and look straight down, 
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daunting for some. Everyone man-
aged to do it, with both pupils and 
teachers lying on it face down.  
Trip organiser Mr Harley definitely 
wasn’t keen on that one but he did 
it in the end. After dinner we went 
back to the Bund where all of the 
skyscrapers were lit up which was 
beautiful.  

Next day’s highlight was Nan-
jing Road which is very like Lon-
don's Oxford Street. All of the ma-
jor high street names had a pres-
ence. We went into one of the 
largest food halls in Shanghai 
where we saw tons of Chinese 
food, some of which was unknown 
to us and some, to our relief we 
had seen before. We also travelled 
to the Shanghai Museum, dedicat-
ed to the history of the city and 

the surrounding areas, as well as 
being the birthplace of The Chi-
nese Communist Party – where 

Mao Zedong had meetings with his 
party.  

On our final day in Shanghai, 
we ventured out to the Yu Gardens 
a bit later than usual as we had to 
pack. To reach the Gardens you 
must walk over a bridge on stilts 
which spans a lake and then you 
can see one of the most beautiful 
ornamental gardens in China. After 
dinner we went back to the Bund 
to see the skyscrapers lit up across 
the river.  

The following morning was an 
early wake up at 5am so we could 
get on the MagLev train to Shang-
hai Pudong Airport. The train 
works by 'floating' on repelling 
magnets and is all on a bridge 
meaning you get a good view of 
the city. The train took us to the 
airport where we said goodbye to 

our guides and after a few hours 
we boarded our first flight back to 
the UK from Shanghai to 
Heathrow. After a long, long 
twelve hour flight to London, we 
boarded a plane to Glasgow and 
eventually returned to Wallace Hall 
Academy. We met up with our par-
ents and were able to tell them all 
about the brilliant time we had 
enjoyed in Beijing and Shanghai, 
with photos and souvenirs to show 
to everyone.  

Thanks go to Mr Harley, Mr Mil-
ler, Mrs Wilson and Miss Smith for 

organising such a brilliant trip and 
also our guides Joyce, Mary and 
Amanda in China. The only down-
side was that it would be another 
early wake up for school the next 
morning.  And we were jetlagged.  
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We hope you enjoy the spring edition of our school newsletter.  It is packed with articles and photographs highlighting all the 

good things taking place at Wallace Hall Academy along with features focusing on the achievements of our pupils and staff.  

Much of the background work is undertaken by the S6 pupils in the publicity group:  Emma E Sloan, Samantha Rhodes, Iona 

Anderson, Sophie Johnson, Sarah Cairnie, Cameron McNamara and Matthew Higgins.  This will be their last newsletter before 

they leave Wallace Hall Academy and move onto the next stage of their lives - many thanks to all of them for their hard work 

and ideas over the past year.  Thanks must also go to our talented school photographers and roving reporters:  Tamlyn Tait, 

Bethany Ransom, Rosie Sloan and Robert Guthrie.  Finally, thanks to everyone else who contributed either by submitting articles 

and photographs or by proof-reading the newsletter before publication. 

On the 21st of February 2013, 
P7 pupils from a number of pri-

mary schools came to Wallace 
Hall Academy for a day where 

they learnt about promotional 

campaigning by creating a se-
ries of very different products.  

The aim was to promote the 
Thornhill area as a destination 

for tourists.  

The pupils used a variety of skills 
to create products such as maga-
zines, radio adverts, slide presenta-
tions, spreadsheets and photo-
graphs.  Skills such as leadership, 
team working and problem solving 
were both required and used.  Pupils 
from the different schools mixed 
together which also helped the P7s 
get to know each other in prepara-
tion for when they move to the 
Academy next year.  

“I’m looking forward to going to 
Wallace Hall,” said Sarann Scott.  

Teachers from both the primary 
schools and from Wallace Hall were 
present to assist and provide guid-
ance throughout the day. Mrs Fra-
ser, a teacher who was assisting 

with this event, said that the pupils 
were “busy and hardworking.” Mr 
Arrowsmith, also present, said: “I 
hear the adverts are great.” 

This day helped the pupils to im-
prove their skills and make a good 
contribution. Prizes were awarded at 
the end of the event, which also 
encouraged the children to put a lot 
of effort in.  

The P7s were enthusiastic about 
the activities.   “I really enjoyed it,” 
said Ben Adair. Greig Dunbar said:  
“It opens your eyes to classes you 
could take,” whilst Ben Adair stated 
that secondary school “looks diffi-
cult.”  

Everyone was in agreement that 
the promotional campaigning event 
was a great success. 

Transition to Thornhill 
report by the Publicity Group 
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Our Best Young Burnsians 
Wallace Hall Academy pupils scooped the award 

for the best secondary school at the prestigious 
annual Southern Scottish Counties Burns Associ-

ation regional schools’ competition held recently 
at Dumfries Academy.  

  Seven pupils - Catherine Anderson, Justine Crosbie, 
Mhairi Dalgliesh, Lucy Doig, Nathan King and Mia Os-
borne and Kieran Watson - represented the school and 

all performed their Burns’ pieces to an extremely high 
standard.   

Individual results were as follows:  Best verse speak-
er – Mhairi Dalgliesh; S1/S2 verse – Lucy Doig (gold 
medal); Nathan King (silver medal); S3/S4 verse – 
Catherine Anderson (gold medal); S5/S6 verse – Mhairi 
Dalgliesh (gold medal).  Gold and silver medallists will 
go forward to represent the region at the National 
Burns Competition which will be held in Dunfermline 
High School at the end of April. 

On Thursday the 28th March 2013, Mr Frew’s 

Sports Leaders’ module ran a very successful 

touch rugby tournament for the P6 pupils at 
Wallace Hall Primary.  All pupils participating 

were very enthusiastic and competitive before 
and during the event, even though they were a 

bit cold.   

Millie from P6 said:  “I’ve really liked the ‘funness’ of 
getting taught by the sports leaders throughout the 
weeks.”  The girls highlighted that they liked working in 
teams and learning new skills.  The boys said that they 
had really enjoyed learning more about the sport.  The 
boys also got the opportunity to try some full contact 
rugby and really enjoyed this experience. 

Pupils were put into teams by country.  The overall 
winner was Australia with a huge score of 90 points led 
by Coach Hodgson.  Second place with 60 points  was 
Scotland and New Zealand came third with 15 points.  
Everyone was presented with a gold medal for taking 
part and the winning team received a mini trophy. 

Touch Rugby 
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A good representation of pupils from all year 

groups stepped up to the starting line at our re-
cent school cross country competition.  Although 

it was chilly, the weather conditions were almost 
perfect for the runners as they set off round the 

course.   

David Dillon, Learning Leader for Health and Wellbe-
ing said:  “It was great to see so many of our pupils 
taking part.  We planned a new, innovative course this 
year which tested the stamina of the runners while 
keeping them in sight of their fellow competitors and 
supporters.  Around twenty pupils qualified for the re-
gional championships following their performance at the 
school competition which is fantastic.” 

Claire Manson, winner of the Senior Girls’ section 
said:  “I found the course challenging but really benefit-
ted from the support of the staff and spectators all 

around the track.  Although the ground was a bit soft in 
places I was really delighted with my finish time.” 

The winners were as follows: S1 Girls - Mhairi 
Watret, S1 Boys - Robbie Lopez-Smith, S2 Girls - Sarah 
Maxwell, S2 Boys - Robert Ponton, S3 Girls - Emily Mor-
ton, S3 Boys - Donald Kennedy, S4 Girls - Kathryn Park, 
S4 Boys - Euan Murgatroyd, Senior Girls - Claire Man-
son, Senior Boys - Ally Barnes. 

At the regional championships the following week at 
Wigton Show Ground seven Wallace Hall Academy pu-
pils gained badges for being in the top six of their age 
category.  They were as follows:  S1 Girls Eloise 
Coombs – 6th, S3 Boys Donald Kennedy – 2nd, S3 Girls 
Emily Morton – 5th, S4 Boys Euan Murgatroyd – 1st , S4 
Boys Cameron Scott – 4th, S4 Boys Rian Hill – 6th, S4 
Girls Kathryn Park – 2nd.  S4 Boys won the overall team 
prize. 

WHA Cross Country Champions 
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WHA Cross Country  
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WHA Cross Country  



Working Together to Achieve More 

Wallace Hall Academy Newsletter Page 46 April 2013 

One of our S1 pupils Rachael 
McNish has been dancing on 

ice recently when her ice 
dancing team, Solway Light-

ning, skated off with the title 
of Scottish Champions in the 

Trophy D’Ecosse held at the 

Dumfries Ice Bowl on 15 – 17 
March.  Rachael and the team 

were victorious in the ele-

mentary section and went on 
to be crowned the overall 

Scottish champions in their 
category.  Dozens of young 

skaters travelled to Dumfries 

to take part in one of the big-
gest events in the synchro-

nised ice skating calendar. 
Rachael has been skating 

since she was seven years old 
and trains twice a week at Dum-
fries Ice Bowl.  The team per-
formed to the track “Hooked on 
Classics” and are coached by Phil-
ip Carter.  Rachael said:  “I was 
very nervous but once the music 
started my nerves settled.  We all 
thought we had performed really 
well but didn’t expect to win.  We 
were so excited when our names 
were announced as the Scottish 
Champions. It made all the hard 
work and training worth-while.”   
Rachael isn’t the only skating star 
at Wallace Hall Academy.  Laura 
Brown, S4, also is a member of 
the Solway Skating Club and her 

team was also competing at the 
Trophy D’Ecosse, winning a silver 
medal.  Laura said:   “Competing 
in the synchronised skating teams 
is fantastic and I really enjoy 
training with people from all dif-
ferent schools in Dumfries.  We 
have all become quite close and I 
have made some great friends.” 

Skating at such a high level 
requires commitment and dedica-
tion.  Well done to both girls. 

Dancing on IceDancing on IceDancing on IceDancing on Ice    

Solway Lightning 
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Basketball team top the league 
The Wallace Hall Academy junior basketball 

team were victorious in the final of the Dumfries 
and Galloway School league competition.  The 

team beat Moffat Academy 24:19 in the final 
game, topping the league of Dumfries and Gallo-

way secondary schools.   

The boys train every week on a Thursday at 
lunchtime and are coached by PE teacher Mr Mack.  Mr 
Mack said:  “This was a fantastic achievement for our 
pupils and I am delighted that their dedication and 
hard work has been rewarded.”   

Wallace Hall Academy Basketball Team 

Back row (L - R) Joe Mahoney, Tom Martin, Ian Carlisle, Liam Watson, Nick Willets and Mr Mack. 
Front row (L - R):  Andrew Henderson, Fraser Lethardy, Donald Kennedy, Austin Little and Sean Wicks. 

World Book Day ... 

...brings PE to a standstill! 
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We have been continuing to 

be actively involved in a 
range of activities with the 

school over recent months.  
The school has been having a 

busy time over and above the 
normal teaching and exami-

nation timetables and the 

usual wide range of activities 
featured elsewhere in this 

magazine. There have been 
the on-going changes with 

regard to Curriculum for Ex-

cellence as well as a number 
of staff changes at various 

levels in the school.  I hope 
and believe that as a Parent 

Council we are  contributing 

and helping the school. Some 
of the things which we have 

been doing are noted below. 
We had a number of lively 

discussions at the Parent Council 
regarding Curriculum for Excel-
lence and it was agreed that we 
would continue with a series of 
information evenings for parents 
and pupils in S1 and S2.  The 

school arranged an information 
evening and this went ahead on 
4th March.  A number of staff 
within the school participated in 
this and a workshop style format 
was used.  Feedback from the 
event was generally good and we 
will be continuing to work closely 
with the school on Curriculum for 
Excellence and hopefully assist in 
keeping parents informed of the 
significant changes.  

We identified that there is 
some value in pulling together a 
publication on some of the key 
tasks which parents, pupils, the 
School and the Careers Service 
(now called Skills Development 
Scotland) should look to do in 
assisting pupils with career plan-
ning.  We therefore set up a sub-
group of the Parent Council and 
met with Kerry Fraser here in the 
School to draft a short leaflet 
which will be made available to 
parents and pupils over the next 
couple of months.  I would like to 
thank Kerry for her enthusiastic 
assistance with this task.  

Each school is required to pre-
pare and publish a School Hand-
book and another subgroup of 
our board has been working on 
this. 

One of our Depute Heads, 
Mark Turner, has been appointed 
to head up Dumfries High School 
and we wish him well in his new 
role.  This leaves a vacancy at 
Wallace Hall and in accordance 
with Local Authority Procedures a 
small group of us from the Parent 
Council are currently involved in 
the recruitment process.  This 
involves initially reviewing appli-

cations, assisting in preparing a 
short list and sitting in at inter-
views.  

Our recent meetings have 
continued to be well attended 
and in particular I have been 
pleased to welcome some more 
representatives from the First and 
Second year parent groups.  The-
se new people are most welcome.  

Our last meeting incorporated 
a presentation about the Pupil 
Council and when I asked for 
suggestions on ways that we 
could assist the representative it 
was suggested that we hold a 
joint Parent and Pupil Council 
Meeting.  This is currently being 
arranged and an agenda drafted 
and I hope that this will take 
place in the summer term. 

In February we had a presen-
tation on Expressive Arts by Anna 
Beynon.  We were interested to 
hear of the new approach and 
some recent changes that have 
been made in this department.  
The school continues to have 
many successes from both cur-
rent and past pupils in the areas 
of music, drama and performing 
arts.  

Due to the Easter holidays we 
have no April meeting and our 
next meeting is scheduled to take 
place on 14 May 2013.  As always 
I extend an invitation to any par-
ent who would like to attend and 
also to contact me if there is any 
matter which they would like to 
discuss regarding the school. 

 
Brian Johnstone,  
Chairman  

WALLACE HALL ACADEMY PARENT COUNCIL NEWS 

Stationery Shop in the Library 
The following items of stationery are for sale in the School Library:  pencils (40p), pens (40p), erasers (40p), sharpeners 
(40p), protractors (50p), highlighters (40p), 15cm rulers (40p), 30cm rulers (40p) and 4GB data pens (£9.00).  As a result 

of pupil demand, scientific calculators (£10.00), headphones (£2.50), headphone jacks (50p) and jotters (60p) are also now 
on sale.   Any profit that is made from this venture goes towards purchasing new resources for the Library.   We also ac-

cept donations of good quality books for our Library, in particular junior fiction, senior fiction and study skills books.  Please 
hand any book donations in to Mrs Menzies in the Library.  Any books that are not suitable for our shelves will be taken to 

a charity shop.  Thank you. 


